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The Eastbourne Conference. 
THERE was complete unanimity of opinion on the part of 
all who were fortunate enough to be at Eastbourne that 
ihe Eighteenth of the Conferences of the ‘* B.C.G.A.°’ 
was the most successful of them all—and that is a great 
deal to say. Moreover, it is in no way a disparagement 
of tne wonderful conferences that have preceded it, and 
which we recall to-day as we write of yesterday. Man- 


chester will always stand out by itself in the memory of all _ 


present there. No such conference had ever been held, 
or thought of, before in the history of the industry; and 
it was, as Mr. Goodenough reminded his audience at last 
Wednesday’s lunch, as much a surprise as it was a satis- 
faction to Sir (then Mr.) Corbet Woodall to find himself 
presiding over such a series of functions as made up the 
Manchester triumph. ‘To-day, the series of great meetings 
that have taken place since the war—in Sheftield, Glasgow, 
Bristol, Birmingham, Liverpool, Plymouth, Newcastle, 
Southampton, and York—each with its special features, 
and each leading through greater experience to yet greater 
achievement, tend to dim the memories of the earliest days ; 
and we have no intention of wearying our readers with 
reminiscences. We only want to remind some, and to 
inform others, of the fact that to-day’s triumphs are the 
lruit of the good sowing of the past. Such conferences 
as that at Eastbourne do not ‘‘ just happen.’’ They are 
built with infinite pains and thought upon foundations 
well and truly laid in bygone years. 

Eastbourne, of course, stands out by itself, because of 
the visit paid to the Conference by the Duke and Duchess 
of York, a visit that, though necessarily brief, was most 
sracious and cordial, and gave great satisfaction to every 
representative of the industry happy enough to be there. 
lt will long be remembered as the first public recognition 
by the Royal Family of the industry as an organized unity 
perlorming national services through national institutions ; 
and it must have been very gratifying to those who 
assisted at the birth of the Association and have given 
it unceasing service throughout its growth. We join 
_— the whole industry in congratulations and thanks to 

1e¢m, 

But satisfaction at the éclat given to the Conference by 
the visit of the Duke and Duchess—for which East- 
bou ne, as the Mayor generously acknowledged, was 
Primarily indebted to the Association—must not blind us 


to the fact that, the Royal visit apart, the Conference was 
an outstanding success. Not only did Mr. Frank Jones 
represent the industry in Devonshire Park on the occa- 
sion of that visit with the charm, modesty, and dignity of 
a fine English gentleman of whom we were all proud, but 
he opened the Conference with an address which placed 
the industry under a great debt and impressed all his 
hearers by its candid confession of conversion from the 
exclusively engineer’s view of the industry to that of the 
progressive administrator who fully recognizes the prime 
importance of the commercial side of industry, and who 
sees all that is implied in that recognition. That address 
is the greatest step that has been taken for years towards 
the 100 p.ct. unity of the industry which is so greatly to 
be desired. We feel that consummation to be sensibly 
nearer since Mr. Jones spoke at Eastbourne. Further- 
more, any conferenéé would have been distinguished at 
which two such addresses as those’of Lord Eustace Percy 
and Sir Lawrence Weaver were given on one day, and 
so statesmanlike a speech as that of Mr. Arthur Hayday 
and two such valuable papers as those of Mr. Croft and 
Mr. Moon made up the programme for the next. On all 
grounds, Eastbourne was a record triumph. But we do 
not imagine it will long remain unbeaten; that is not the 
way of the ‘‘ B.C.G.A.”’ 


In the Vanguard of Education’s Progress. 


Priok to delivering his address on education for com- 
merce and industry, Lord Eustace Percy offered an 
apology to those of his hearers who might consider that 
his remarks did not concern the gas industry very closely. 
We imagine, however, that few executives of our great 
industry would think that this apology was necessary, for 
the problem of education in its widest sense applies as 
much to the manufacture, sale, and utilization of gas as 
it does to any other industrial organization. We need 
executives and we need specialists; whether in the gas 
industry these can ever coalesce generally is a ques- 
tion which requires very deep thought . One thing is cer- 
tain—that both administrative ability and particular 
scientific knowledge must be founded on a basis of general 
education which is carried to a higher and broader stan- 
dard than that which is current to-day. 

Lord Eustace Percy emphasizes that there is an urgent 
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need for the Englishman to read, write, and think fluently 
and accurately in at least one foreign language, particu- 
larly in French and German; and he points out that em- 
ployers are doing disservice to the individual and the 
nation by failing to encourage study of languages both 
during and after the school period. Knowledge of a 
foreign language is more necessary to-day than ever be- 
fore, thanks to the modern travel facilities and the spirit 
of internationalism. The executive who is unable to make 
effective contact between himself and the foreigner is con- 
tinually losing something which is vital to progress. His 
horizon and his sphere of influence are narrowed. And ata 
time when the ideal of an international pool of knowledge 
and experience of scientific work is being translated into 
practice, precisely the same thing applies to the specialist. 
The whole scheme of education after the age of sixteen 
needs attention and action. 

Speaking particularly of the policy of industrial em- 
ployers towards their workshop staff, Lord Eustace Percy 
suggested that current ideas and practice often lead to 
little or nothing because, as soon as a boy has become 
a fully skilled worker in the shop, his education is re- 
yarded as finished. We think that, in general, the gas 
industry cannot be stigmatized with such a policy, for it 
is in fact an industry which endeavours to encourage talent 
when it sees it, and which largely succeeds in its efforts 
in this direction. Even so, doubtless much more could 
be done to separate the creative from the non-creative 
mind, the research worker from the routine chemist, the 
leader from the led. No boy who becomes genuinely 
keen on his phase of work for the industry—however 
humble his task may appear at the time—should, after 
steady application in a desire to improve his knowledge 
and quicken his interest, feel that his efforts are rewarded 
by nothing more than a life in the over-populated valley 
of obscurity. He should be guided in his wish to trans- 
form a *‘ rough diamond ”’ into a polished gem, for it is 
most unusual to find a boy who knows how best to effect 
this unaided in the crude state. Concluding his address, 
Lord Eustace Percy said that commerce and industry, if 
they are wise, will have a greater and a more direct voice 
in, and responsibility for, the policy of our technical col- 
leges in the future than in the past. It is not too much 
to say that the gas industry is in the vanguard of this 
movement. 


Gas and Labour. 


It was a happy inspiration which led the ‘‘ B,C.G.A.”’ 
to invite Mr. Arthur Hayday, M.P., Vice-President of the 
National Union of General and Municipal Workers, to 
address the conference on the subject of the importance 
of the gas industry not only to the workmen employed in 
His ad- 


dress was a useful corrective of certain loose statements 


it, but to the working man’s home in general. 


which are constantly being put forward in the over- 


oe ” 


zealous advocacy of in 
In their anxiety 
to provide work for the workless, there are ‘‘ all too 
‘many folk prone to forget the older established gas 
‘industry and all that it has done for labour, and to 
‘‘ favour and foster the new baby electricity, just because 
“it is new.’’ Such excess of zeal, as Mr. Hayday said, 
‘may well put out of employment thousands of workers, 
“with no corresponding advantage to anyone else ’’— 
a fear which is amply justified by the fact that gas under- 
takings alone employ over a hundred thousand workers, 
whose positions are threatened merely ‘ in order that the 
‘* same services shall be rendered by electricity, at greater 
cost, with a huge waste of coal and chemicals, and with 
a smaller amount of labour employed.’’ 

The public is undeniably fascinated by the romance of 
electricity, marvelled over in the columns of the Daily 
Press and the pages of popular magazines, until they for- 
get that ‘‘ there is every whit as much romance and 
‘* wonder in the conversion of the coal formed millions of 
“years ago out of the primeval forests into the drugs, 
dyes, disinfectants, fertilizers, oils, and motor spirit 
and scores of fine chemicals, as well as into gas and 


electricity for everything 
political and other non-expert quarters. 


ss 





‘**coke which represent 75 p.ct. of the coal’s heat enervy, 
‘‘as there is in getting only 20 p.ct. of the heat en 

‘** out of it in the form of electricity, and losing all 

‘* rest and the chemical wealth as well.’’ 

We like Mr. Hayday’s realistic picture of the impr: 
ment in the worker’s home brought about by the 
cooker, which enables him to. get a hot drink and a 
meal before leaving home first thing in the morning, € 
if he has to do it himself, for ‘‘ even a man can cook by) 
gas.’’ He might be able to do the same thing by e' 
tricity, but only at greater cost—and cost is an impor! 
item to the working man. No one wants either gas or 
electricity to claim to be the cure-all in home or in ind. 
try; but we do want each to be fully utilized in its prop: 
sphere, and no favour shown to one because it is fashivi 
able, and because some parrot-like voices claim that it 
‘*the coming thing.’’ Those who urge the use of ele 
tricity for purposes to which it is unsuited are not on|) 
doing the public a signal disservice, but are wanton); 
endangering the position of a body of workers whi 
loyalty to duty and happy relations with their employ: 
are an example to the nation. 

Mr. Hayday appealed to his colleagues in Parliament 
to look into the matter very carefully—not to Jet rank in- 
justice be done to a great body of workers in this ‘ old 
but ever young and progressive industry,’’ and not to 
run madly after what might prove to be a ‘‘ will o’ the 
wisp.’’ Let them pay close attention to the position of 
the large number of co-partners in the gas industry whos: 
savings are every bit as much entitled to be safeguarded 
as the larger interests of the financiers; and he urges 
once again the removal of the legal restrictions unde: 
which the gas industry is still struggling. 


The Glow of Satisfaction. 
THe address was, in fact, one of the finest interpret 
tions of gas service which we have heard. An 
whirl of new ideas gained with suspicious facility, 
Fashion is elevated to the status of a goddess, Mr 
day pleaded powerfully to the public of Great Britain ‘that 
they should exercise a sense of proportion in regard to 
the light, heat, and power problem. There is a dangerous 
tendency to-day to follow madly the shadow and entirely to 
neglect—even to despise—the substance. The shadow is 
electrical possibility; the substance is actual gas service. 
‘* Jt is tiresome and futile,’’ said Mr. Hayday, ** for either 
‘* the electrician or the gas engineer to claim to be the one 
‘* and only cure for all ills in the home or factory.” It 
is more than tiresome to realize what a serious effect ex- 
clusive mental slavedom to electricity may have on the 
future of this country. 

Even well-informed members of the public are almost 
entirely ignorant of the services which the gas industry 
has performed. Only the other day a friend who takes a 
lively interest in communal affairs expressed unbounded 
surprise when he was told that during the last five years 
the rate of growth of the gas industry has been faster 
than that of the electricity industry; and he is one ol 
many. Percentage increases are beside the point; it is 
the quantity of energy delivered that matters. The whole 
trouble is that, outside the gas industry, very few people 
indeed know anything at all about its working or its value; 
otherwise the public-spirited would experience a glow of 
satisfaction in the abstract, just as thousands—indeecd, 
millions—of our workers to-day are experiencing a glow 
of satisfaction in the concrete. We refer to the revolu- 
tion which gas has wrought in the lives of what is termed 
the working-class; and in this connection it engenders a 
glow of satisfaction to quote Mr. Hayday: ‘* Gas has 
‘ already made possible what the advocates of ‘ electricity 
‘** “for all’ can only promise; and at a price the poor can 
‘* afford to pay.’’ 

Four-and-a-half million penny-in-the-slot meters have 
been put into the homes of our workers during the past 
generation; and they have driven dirt and drudgery and 
danger out of these homes. And yet, because the romantc 
spell of electricity has culminated in widespread hypnos's, 
there are many who talk as though the working woman 
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was still living in the dark ages. Truly the plea for a 
sense of proportion is more than justified. 

It is not our purpose here to reiterate the phases of 
gas service mentioned by Mr. Hayday; our readers could 
wish for no clearer or more forceful statement of the case 
than was given in the address. But we do desire to express 
vratification regarding his comments on the gas industry’s 
interpretation of hire-purchase trading. This interpola- 
tion is significant proof that ‘* Service ”’ is the watch- 
word—not the catch-word—of the industry; just as the 
practice of co-partnership, so warmly praised by Mr. Hay- 
day, is significant proof that decent human relationship 
between employer and employed is no idle sideline of the 
industry’s internal service policy. 

The address could with advantage be broadcast among 
all the workers, not only in the industry itself, but in the 
ancillary trades, as well as in the millions of working 
men’s homes. 


Tell the World. 
THROWING modesty (or is it apathy?) aside, this is what 
the gas industry has to do, partly through the British 
Commercial Gas Association, and partly through other 
While we are speaking about the ‘‘ B.C.G.A.,’’ 
we must compliment them most heartily on what to our 


channels. 


mind is the finest Press advertisement for gas yet de- 
signed—the whole-page colour print in ‘‘ The Times ”’ 
Printing Number, a copy of which the President of the 
Association, Mr. Frank Harding Jones, asked the Duke of 
York to accept. It is no longer necessary for us to say that 
the national publicity of the Association is essential, but we 
reiterate the suggestion that closer linking of national 
and local propaganda would do a power of good. We also 
suggest that careful attention be paid to methods of pub- 
licity other than those offered by the written word or the 
graphic illustrations in the newspaper. Several! of these 
methods were dealt with by Mr. C. M. Croft, Chief Engi- 
neer of the Wandsworth, Wimbledon, and Epsom District 
Gas Company, in a paper on ‘‘ Service to the Consumer,’ 
which, very appropriately, he presented immediately after 
Mr. Hayday had delivered his address. 

By all means let us increase our national and local 
Press publicity, but let us also strive incessantly and 
efhciently to strengthen this publicity by personal relation- 
ship with the consumer. No man should be employed by 
a gas undertaking unless he relieves the consumer of 
trouble and annoyance. This is not merely a matter of 
the employee's desire; it is fundamentally dependent on 
the policy and organization of the undertaking. The 
policy obviously should be to instruct the employee re- 
garding what is expected of him; the organization, 
equally obviously, should be such as to enable an intelli- 
gent and willing employee to translate the policy into 
effective action. As Mr. Croft remarked, ‘‘ That’s not 
my department ”’ is a reply which no one connected with 
a gas undertaking should offer to a consumer's query. 
Such an answer gives the impression of lack of interest 
in the consumer, who condemns the undertaking—and 
through this the gas industry—for the inefficiency of the 
individual to whom he has spoken. The whole idea of 
such a reply—and this is what we are trying to emphasize 
—is rotten. 
There are good jobs open to efficient men in the indus- 
» but even now employers’ indifference to indifferent 
— vees is noticeable in many quarters; and this im- 
Piles, as a corollary, indifference to efficient men—par- 


Ucularly in regard to adequate remuneration. 
as Mr 


, 


‘ 


ry 


There is, 
. Croft points out, no excuse for a discourteous tele- 
phone operator. Orders have gone to a competitor solely 
through discourtesy in telephonic communication; and 
the m anagement which does not take the trouble to select 
Satisfactory operators is hopelessly at fault. 
Service ” A 
the 


Singing 
4 I > : “ca T ” pe - 
in the Press and shouting ‘‘ No ’’ rudely into 
+,.1 . . ° 

‘ clephone transmitter is Just as absurd as trying to 
a fue 2 . . - a 

: a bath without inserting the plug. In a few words, the 
Chain of service must be complete from Chairman to office: 
boy or syphon pumper. 


| 
| 
} 
| 





Mr. Croft considered many ef the links in this chain of 
service—employment of experts, organization of show- 
rooms, attention to escapes, adequate carcassing, main- 
tenance, demonstrations and lectures, and so on—and his 
paper will be carefully studied. The chain remains static, 
however, without enthusiasm; and without enthusiasm, 
we shall never be able to ‘‘ tell the world.’’ Mr. Croft 
rightly assesses its value; and it is due to enthusiasm, we 
suggest, that the Wandsworth Gas Company have suc- 
ceeded in installing gas lighting in all the Woolworth 
shops in their area of supply. 


The Modern Fuel. 


EnrHusiA$M also, we think, has played no insignificant 
part in the invigorating success which has rewarded the 
Details 
these activities and of their outcome were given by Mr. 


activities of the Bournemouth Gas Company. 
of 
~P 
in 


G. G. Mcon, Engineer and Manager of the Company, 


’ 


a paper entitled ‘‘ Gas, The Modern Fuel,’? in which 


he described and illustrated a few gas installations in 
hotels, restaurants, boarding houses, public institutions, 
and homes in his area of supply. The paper, together 
with photographs of actual installations, will be published 
in the ‘‘ GAs SALESMAN "’ next week. The Bournemouth 
Company have every reason to be proud of their record, 
for during the past ten years their output of gas has 
been practically doubled. Since 1912, appliances to the 
value of over half-a-million sterling have been sold to 
householders, hotel keepers, boarding-house proprietors, 
and restaurateurs of Bournemouth, so that they can at 
least be numbered among those who regard gas as the 
modern fuel. 

In Bournemouth there are about 70,000 gas fires, and, 
of these, at least 10,000 are in the bedrooms of hotels or 
boarding-houses. Gas heating has proved a boon not only 
to the visitor, but also to the hotel proprietor, as will be 
gathered from the fact that half the inquiries received by 
one of the principal hotels from prospective Christmas 
visitors contained requests for rooms fitted with gas fires. 
Incidentally, the fires have been ‘‘ fitted,’’ as distinct from 
being ‘‘ put in.’’ Piping has been concealed, and the 
prepayment meter has been accommodated in artistic 
fashion, as befits a ‘‘ modern fuel.’’ Those of our readers 
who had no opportunity of being present at the East- 
bourne Conference last week will find the illustrations in 
the next issue of the ‘‘Gas SALEesMan,’’ showing two of 
the methods employed to house the meter, exceedingly 
interesting and suggestive. 

Mr. Moon’s paper is essentially a statement of fact, not 
an essay in controversy; but there is one sentence which 
we will quote: ‘‘ It is very desirable that both the gas 
‘‘company and the hotel proprietors should look at this 
‘question of bedroom fires from a broad point of view, 
‘‘ and avoid charging an excessive price, either for the 
‘installation or for the gas supply to it once it Is in- 
‘* stalled.’’ This is extremely important. The gas under- 
taking is paid through a master meter; the user pays 
through his prepayment meter. The difference in cost 
of gas in the two cases is governed by the cost of the 
installation and the hotel proprietor’s idea of reasonable 
remuneration for capital outlay. In Bournemouth the 
difference averages 2s. per 1000 c.{t. We hope that the 
user realizes the reason for this difference, and, should 
the hotel fire be his introduction to gaseous heating, does 
not run away with the impression that a gas fire installed 
in his own home would have the same running costs. 
We hope, in other words, that he will bear in mind his 
past experience that the charge made for a coal fire in 
an hotel bedroom compares unfavourably with what it 
would cost him at home. The question is a delicate one; 
and Mr. Moon’s observation which we have quoted is 
very much to the point 

As we have said, in Bournemouth gas is certainly re- 
garded as the modern fuel; this note would be woefully 
lacking if we did not call attention to the extent to which 
gas is employed for lighting in the recently erected houses 
in the Company’s area. 


‘ 
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Big Attendances. 

Excellent attendances were a feature of last week’s meet- 
ings. At the dinner on Tuesday evening, which brought to a 
close a Red Letter Day, the President remarked that the mem- 
bers of the Association were not in Eastbourne for their own 
personal pleasure, any more than had been Their Royal High- 
nesses, and that he would be disappointed if large numbers did 
not attend the business session on Wednesday morning. In the 
event, Mr. Frank Jones had no need to be disappointed ; this 
feeling was reserved for any who may have stayed away from 
the meeting. The large number who did attend had placed 
before them a feast for the mind, consisting of precisely the 
sort of sustenance which the distribution side of the industry 
requires. From beginning to end, Mr. Frank Jones justified 
the Association’s choice of him as President by the businesslike 
manner in which he conducted the proceedings. He made an 
admirable Chairman, which was their reward; and he was a 
popular Chairman, which was his own reward. We hope to 
see him on many future occasions taking a prominent part in 
the general activities of the industry on whose behalf he is so 


indefatigable a worker. 


The Ladies. 

It was quite right of the President to draw attention to the 
fact that the members and friends were in Eastbourne primarily 
for business, and not for pleasure; but others must, like our- 
have experienced a difficulty in deciding precisely 
‘* which was which,”’ for the business was just as pleasurable 


For this, of course, thanks are due in many 


selves, 


as the pleasure. 
quarters. A host of people worked to ensure success; and no 


one can have failed to *‘ pull his weight.’’ In the course of the 
proceedings, as reported on later pages, generous—but not too 
With some experience of such 


Further, as must 


generous—tribute was paid. 
matters, we would like here to register ours. 
inevitably be the case when they are present, the ladies earned 
deep gratitude. Beginning with the Monday evening, the 
guests were received by the Deputy Mayor (Councillor Miss 
Hudson), by whose side stood the President and Mrs. Frank 
Jones. Then on the Tuesday the Duke and Duchess of York 
were received by Mr. and Mrs, Frank Jones and Mr. and Mrs. 
F. W. 
Duchess by Miss Rosemary Croft, who thus assisted her father, 
Mr. C. M. Croft, in his invaluable work for the Association, 
Mrs. Jones and Mrs. Goodenough, together with Mrs. Henry 
Woodall, were among the many ladies who were subsequently 


Goodenough; while a bouquet was presented to the 


presented, 


The New President 

The Association has indeed been fortunate in 
dents ; and the brilliant line is to continue. Sir Corbet Woodall 
was President at the first conference, held in Manchester in 
1912; and his son Mr. Henry Woodall will preside next year at 


its Presi- 


the nineteenth annual meeting, which is likely to be held in 
Hull. Mr. Henry Woodall, like Mr. Frank Jones, is of the 
third generation of gas engineers and administrators. Both 
sons who are preparing to follow them; and both also 
The grandson of Mr. Henry Woodall (who 
is, we feel sure, destined to be the fifth generation of gas en- 
and Corbet 


Woodall; and we are told that he ‘ is already learning to lisp 


have 
have grandsons. 
gineers administrators) is appropriately named 
the praises of his gas fire, suitably supplied by the Gas Light 
Coke 
pleasure and comfort.” 


in his faith! 


which adds very considerably to his 
May he flourish, and remain steadfast 


and Company, 


And the Next Meeting. 

As mentioned above, an invitation to hold the next annual 
meeting at Hull has been extended by the British Gas Light 
Company, Ltd., whose Chairman and Managing Director Mr. 
Woodall is 
mised the members a welcome; and we know that it will be a 
one. Mr. Woodall rightly thinks that ‘ he 


Henry He has, on behalf of the Company, pro- 


cordial Henry 


“ B.C.G.A.” 


CONFERENCE. 

showed great wisdom in the choice of his father.”’ Sir ( 
Woodall, we would add, was not less wise in his choi 
son. 


The Address. 
The Presidential Address was reproduced in last 
** JouRNAL,’’ and so by this time readers will have stu 
To do so will have been well worth their while. Mr. | 
Jones dealt with the humane side of the work of the ind 
and in this connection his reference to the honoured na 
George Livesey was received with applause. Sir G 
Livesey’s great work in improving the position of the em; 
was done while at the head of the South Metropolita: 
that still 


Charles Carpenter as President of the Company, an 


Company; and same policy is pursued by 


- * . co . . . 
Frank Jones as Vice-President. This is one aspect of 


vice ’"’"—the text taken for the Address. The other aspe: 


regard to the consumer and to the community at large.) 
employers, the gas industry must aim at being model ser\ 


Only the best service can be good enough. 


Electricity and Eyesight. 

Here is a point from the Address which salesmen way 
profitably bear in mind. Mr. Frank Jones said: ‘I believ 
that, with good ‘ Service’ (including good propaganda), gas 
will long remain the principal method of providing cheap and 
efficient artificial light. May I say that I regard it as a crim 
against the eyesight of mothers and children to persuade the 
poorer to substitute a light of which they cannot afford to burn 
enough for the thorough lighting of their homes, for in- 
candescent gas lighting, 
to enable a woman to see to sew or her children to see to read 
without strain on their eyes? ” 


of which they can afford to use enough 


Long Service. 

Later in his Address, the President, referring to the two 
Companies—the Wandsworth, Wimbledon, and Epsom District 
Gas Company and the Eastbourne Gas Company—who had 
combined to act as hosts on the occasion, said that each in its 
own area had for many years sold gas very cheaply; and re- 
sponsibility for this position he put down as due in no sma 
degree to the fact that during practically the whole of th: 
Wandswortl 
If he had 
speaking only four years ago, the number of Chairmen 


histories they have had only four Chairmen 
over go years, and Eastbourne for 67 years. 
have been three to each Company. But not only in 
Chairmen have these Companies had great continuity 
both Companies to-day there are Directors, high officials, and 
many of the staffs and workmen who have spent most, if not 
all, of their working lives in the employ of one or other of the 
Companies. 


Some Further Cases. 

Further remarkable instances of long service were rev: 
during the presentations to the Duke and Duchess of ¥ 
The first of these presentations was of five long-service v 
men in the industry, representing respectively the Gas Light 
and Coke Company, as the oldest and the largest Gas Com- 
pany ; the Wandsworth and Eastbourne Companies, as the (\ 
Companies of which the President is Chairman; and, fi 
the Glasgow and Birmingham Corporations, the two 
corporation gas undertakings in the country. 

A Reasonable Hope. 

When presenting the report and accounts, Mr. 
Goodenough, C.B.E. (Executive Chairman of the Associ 
expressed the hope that the 50 undertakings who do 
present contribute to the funds at the highest rate will ; 

800 who do. This should not be an extravagant hope. 
versal recognition of any fact takes time to bring about; | 
should not require very much longer to convince every ¢ 
ministrator that all-round benefits should, in common 
be met by all-round full subscriptions. Each unit of 
industry is part of a great whole, and should act accordingly. 
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Striking Propaganda. 

If any proof should still be needed—though it is hard to 
believe that it can be—of the fact that the propaganda work of 
the industry deserves the whole-hearted support of every under- 
taking, let us point to last Tuesday’s Colour Section of the 
Printing Number of ‘‘ The Times,”’ on the first page of which 
the British Commercial Gas Association show, by means of a 
picture by Clive Gardiner, how gas is banishing the curtain 
of smoke that keeps the sunshine from our cities. The whole 
industry must benefit from such an arresting illustration, which 
appeals alike to one’s sense of beauty and to one’s sense of 
fitness. It would be a strange corner of the country indeed 
into which this propaganda did not penetrate—or, having pene- 
trated, failed to have good results. 


Gas in the Printing Trade. 

But that is not all. The back page of the same Colour 
Section is devoted to an account of the manifold uses of gas in 
the printing industry, which is illustrated by James Williams 
for the Gas Light and Coke Company. It is: an attractively 
written story, whose lesson is plain to all who read; while the 
illustrations leave room for no misunderstanding. Printing 
operations offer important industrial uses for gas; and all must 
gain by the broadcasting of the fact by the Gas Light and Coke 
Company in so convincing a manner. How largely gas is 
already used in newspaper printing works is to be gathered 
from another article which appears in the same issue of ‘‘ The 
Times.”’ 

Romance of the Gas Industry. 

And still we have not done with propaganda; for mention 
has not been made of the beautifully got-up Souvenir of the 
Royal visit, which, within a cover lettered in gold and bound 
with blue ribbon, contains portraits of Their Royal Highnesses 
and an illustrated account of ‘‘ The Romance of the Gas In- 
dustry.” Copies of this book, which was designed and pub- 
lished by the British Commercial Gas Association, were handed 
to those attending the conversazione. It was a telling piece of 
propaganda work, upon which the ‘‘ B.C.G.A.”’ are entitled to 
congratulation. Who can indicate a boundary to the sphere of 
influence of this beautiful Souvenir, which is worthy of a per- 
manent place on any book-shelf? 

A Suggestion. 

Mr. Arthur Hayday, M.P., who is Vice-President of the 
National Union of General and Municipal Workers, and who 
started work at nine years of age, and subsequently became 
a trimmer in the stokehold of a tramp steamer, delivered an 
address in which he emphasized the importance of the gas in- 
dustry to industrial labour and the worker’s home. He was 
followed with rapt attention; for, from his life’s actual ex- 
perience, he was able to depict gas as the ‘‘ Fairy Godmother ”’ 
that has so improved conditions in the working man’s home, 
and so lessened the housework of his wife, as to render them 
incomparable with those which existed not so many years ago. 
It was a stirring address, for it pulsated with life, and was on 
lines which the industry should follow. It was therefore with 
good reason that Alderman Fred. West suggested to the Coun- 
cil that they should issue the address in pamphlet form, possi- 
bly condensed to some extent. He declared that he would like 
to place it in the hands of every one of his workmen; and he 
believed others would wish to do the same. 


The Sunday Cooking Load. 

From a remark during the conference, it appears that the 
Sunday cooking load is in danger of losing its pride of position 
as a ‘‘ peak.’”? The ‘ going-out ’’ habit engendered by the 
ubiquitous motor-car is likely to interfere more or less with it. 
The point was made by Mr. C. S. Shapley, who also stated 
that the travelling showroom is to be used at Leeds. 


A Reason for Reduced Consumption. 
The effect upon consumption of the increased efficiency of 


§as-consuming appliances has been on more than one occasion 
Pointed out in these pages; and it was introduced at the con- 








ference by Mr. H. D. Madden, who said that the substitution 
of modern cookers in place of old ones is having a great effect 
upon the consumption of gas—the result being anything up to 
15 p.ct. reduction. The change from the old type of appliance 
to the new is therefore as good as a reduction in the price of 
gas. This effect must not be lost sight of when considering 
the growth of the industry on the basis of output. 


Hotel and Boarding House Meters. 

It must often occur to those who pause to consider, that 
the industry may suffer permanent injury if profiteering takes 
place by landlords of hotels and boarding houses who have slot 
meters fixed in their bedrooms and sitting-rooms. Mr. 
Philip G. G. Moon, in his paper, emphasized the desirability of 
both the gas company and the hotel proprietors looking at the 
question from a broad point of view, and avoiding charging an 
excessive price. The matter was taken up in the discussion, 
and it is one which we hope will not be lost sight of. To the 
layman, the gas meter represents the gas company; and if he 
finds a gas fire in a boarding house or hotel unduly expensive, 
he may, instead of placing the blame upon the landlord, take 
away with him a lasting impression that gas is too dear. 


Progress that Cheers. . 

Mr. Moon, who is the Engineer and General Manager of 
the Bournemouth Gas Company, gave a remarkable instance of 
the increased use of gas there. He stated that the total value 
of gas cookers, fires, and boilers sold in his area in 1912 
amounted to £8806. In 1928 this total had risen to £60,289. 


Wiping-Out the Cheap Lamp Accident. 

There were many valuable points in the address of Mr. 
Arthur Hayday, M.P. Here is one of them: The gas-burner 
has wiped-out the cheap lamp accident. The total deaths from 
accidents due to the use of gas from all causes is to-day much 
less than the number by which deaths from lamp accidents 
have decreased since the slot gas meter became general. 


pepe 


FORTHCOMING ENGAGEMENTS. 


[Secretaries of Gas and Kindred Organizations are asked to 
assist in making this diary of events as complete and useful 
as possible by sending the earliest intimation of all meetings. ] 


Nov. 7.—MIDLAND ASSOCIATION OF GaAsS_ ENGINEERS 
ManaGers.—Autumn meeting in Birmingham. 


Nov. 7.—Gas ComPANIEs’ PROTECTION AssociaTION.—Annual 
meeting, Caxton Hall, Westminster, 2.30 p.m. 





AND 





Nov. 8.—MAaNcCHESTER District INSTITUTION oF Gas_ EN- 

GINEERS.—Special meeting and visit to Smoke Abatement 

Exhibition. 

Nov. 9.—ScotrisH Junior Gas AssociaTION (EASTERN Dis- 
TRICT).—Joint Meeting with Western District in Glasgow. 

Nov. 12.—NationaL Gas Councit.—Meeting of Central Execu- 
tive Board. 


Nov. 12,.-FEDERATION OF GAS EmpLoyers.—Meeting of Central 
Committee. 








Nov. 13-14.—INsTITUTION OF Gas ENGINEERS.—General meeting 
in London. 


Nov. 14.—MipLanp Junior Gas AssociatTion.—Meeting in Bir- 
mingham. Discussion on the ‘‘ Relative Advantages of 
Iron and Lead for Internal Carcassing.”’ 


Nov. 16.—ScottisH Junior Gas AssociaATION (EASTERN Dis- 
TRICT).—Joint visit with Western District to Granton 


Works. 


Nov. 18-23.—PusLic WorkKS, ROADS, AND TRANSPORT CONGRESS 
AND EXHIBITION.—Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington. 


Nov. 20.—Society oF British Gas INpDustries.—Meeting of 
Council in the morning. 


Nov. 20.—Society oF BritIsH Gas 
General Meeting, Hotel Metropole. 


Nov. 22.-SoUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF GAS ENGINEERS AND 
ManaGers.—General meeting at the Hotel Cecil, Strand, 
W.C., 2.15 p.m. . 

Nov. 28.—Miptanp Junior Gas AssociaTion.—Visit to Biscuit 
Factory of Messrs. Alfred Hughes & Sons, Ltd., Birming- 
ham. 


INDUSTRIES.—Autumn 
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PERSONAL. 


In a stiff contest at the recent* Municipal Elections, Mr. 
Tuomas GLover won in the Eaton Ward of Norwich by a 
majority of 255. Mr. Glover had been asked by representa- 
tive Liberals of the Ward to offer himself as a candidate for 
membership of the City Council; and the seat was taken from 
the side that had held it for some years. Doubtless it was felt 
that the offer of so sound a business man as Mr. Glover for 
public service was too good a one to be allowed to fail. In his 
address to the electors, Mr. Glover remarked that, during his 
period of office as Lord Mayor (1925-6), he was deeply im- 
pressed by the large amount of responsible work which is done 
by members of the City Council; and we are glad that the 
citizens will enjoy his able assistance in carrying on this work. 


At the recent Municipal Election for Saint Paul’s West Ward, 
Bedford, Mr. J. B. Hansrorp, the Engineer and Manager of 
the Bedford Gas Company, was elected to the Town Council 
by a majority of 185 votes over the combined votes of his two 
opponents. 

As reported in ‘‘ The Times” for Nov. 1, Miss 
Linian Patricia Epwarps, elder daughter of Mr. R. W. Ed- 
wards, Managing Director of the Aldershot Gas, Water, and 
District Lighting Company, has qualified as a doctor. Miss 
Edwards is quite young and has had a brilliant career, being 
L.R.C.P. (London) and M.R.C.S. (England), as well as 
Bachelor of Surgery, London University. 


ti 


OBITUARY. 


It is with great regret that we record the death of Mr. 





Rosert STEPHENSON, M.A., J.P., D.L., which took place at | 


Burwell on Oct. 27. No man has played a greater part in the 
public and business life of the Newmarket district and the 
County of Cambridgeshire. At the early age of 24 he became 
a Director of the Newmarket Gas Company, and for the last 
52 years he had been its Chairman. In that capacity he con- 





tributed very largely to the building-up of the prosperous under. 
taking which the Company now possesses. On the day of the 
Company’s annual meeting in 1926 he was presented with a 
solid silver inkstand inscribed ‘‘ Presented to Robert Stephen. 
son, Esq., J.P., D.L., on the completion of 50 years’ Chairman. 
ship of the Newmarket Gas Company, 1876-1926—and as 
mark of esteem and regard from his co-Directors and the 
Manager.’ He also received, on the same occasion, « pre. 
sentation from the staff. 


It is with regret that we have to announce that Mir. C. 
CuamBers Situ (Editor and Director of the ‘‘ Municipa! En- 
gineering and Sanitary Record ’’) passed away suddenly on 
Thursday last, Oct. 31. Mr. Chambers Smith had not been 
well lately, though he attended the recent Conference of the 
Association of Public Lighting Engineers at Bournemouth. 
The interment took place on Wednesday, Nov. 6, at Finchley 
Cemetery. The Council of the Association of Public Lighting 
Engineers was represented at the funeral. Mr. Chambers 
Smith was one of the Founders of the Association and a mem- 
ber of the Council at its formation and an Hon. Member at the 
time of his decease. 


Mr. ANDREW Brown, of Kirkmuirhill, Lanarkshire, Con- 
tractor for retort benches and regenerator sittings, died sud- 
denly from pneumonia on Oct. 20. He was well known to all 
the Scottish gas managers of both small and medium-sized 
works. His son will continue to carry on the well-established 
business. 


The death has occurred of Mr. Grorce Rowe, J.P., 
Managing Director of the Upper Forest and Worcester Sheet 
and Tinplate Works, Morriston. Among his many other busi- 
ness activities, he was a Director of the Swansea Gas Light 
Company. 

It is with much regret that we record the death of Mrs. 
Marian Francis, wife of Mr. Sydney A. Francis, M.B.E., Gas 
and Water Engineer to the Clacton Council. With her husband 
Mrs. Francis had been a resident of Clacton for thirty years, 
during which time she identified herself with many movements 
associated with the social and philanthropic life of the town. 





GAS SFOCK AND SHARE MARKET. 


[For Stock and Share List, see later page.] 


Tue Stock Exchange has seldom experienced so many sensa- 
tional events as occurred last week. The dramatic collapse of 
the ‘* boom ”’ in Wall Street, in which quotations moved with- 
out rhyme or reason, was followed by the unexpected reduction 
in the Bank Rate and the announcement of the unusual con- 
dition in respect of the conversion terms of the 5 p.ct. Con- 
version Loan issue. Applications for the conversion of the 
5 p-ct. War Loan must be accompanied by allotment letters for 
an equal amount of the new loan, and there is little doubt that 


” 


the offer will attract an enormous number of applications for | 


the new loan. 

At the beginning of the week it looked as if the depressing 
influences were too much for even the gilt-edged market, and 
prices began to fall; but even before the Bank Rate decision a 
reaction took place, and there was a distinct improvement in 
values. 

In the Gas Market, as in other sections, the Exchange holi- 
day reduced the number of the week’s transactiOns, and the 
movements were mostly on the downward grade. Imperial 
Continental capital dropped a further 25 points, and the price 
is gradually becoming more in relation to the dividends paid. 
Primitiva shares also eased off 2s., but the price (30s.-33s.) is 
still justified only by the prospect of an increased distribution. 
The only improvements in ordinary stocks were the rises of 
2 points in North Middlesex 6 p.ct. to 112-117, and a further 
3d. in Gas Light £1 units to 18s. 9d.-19s. 3d. At the time of 
writing the result of the Uxbridge, Maidenhead, and Wycombe 
issue of 5 p.ct. ordinary stock is not known; but if (as ex- 
pected) applications have been received for the whole £20,000 
at or more than the minimum price of £100, the present quota- 
tion of 93-98 is well below the true value of the stock. 

The following transactions were recorded during the week : 

Monpay.—Alliance and Dublin 97§, 973, Bournemouth 7 p.ct. 
12}, British 115, 1153, 116, European 12}, 13, 13}, Gas Light 
and Coke 18s. od., 18s. 1o}d., 198., 198. 1}d., 198. 3d., 33 p.ct. 
623, 4 p.ct. pref. 72, 72}, Imperial Continental 368, 369, 372, 
3724, Sheffield 104, South Metropolitan 993, 1004, South Sub- 
urban 5 p.ct. 1o1, Tottenham 104, Wandsworth “ B” 114}, 
115}. Supplementary prices, Barnet 5 p.ct. deb. 96, Hornsey 
5 p.ct. 116, Tonbridge new 179}. . 
Tuespay.—Alliance and Dublin 98, British 116, Commercial 


93, Croydon sliding-scale 1053, European 11, 12}, Gas Light 
and Coke 18s. 103d., 19s., 19s. 13d., 19S. 3d., 33 p.ct. 614, 
4 p.ct. pref. 713, Imperial Continental 355, 357, 360, 361, 364, 
365, 366, 368, 370, Newcastle 3} p.ct. deb. 67, Sheffield 104%, 
South Metropolitan 993, 993, 99%, 100}, South Suburban 5 p.ct. 
102, Tottenham 33 p.ct. 104. 

Wepnespay.—Alliance and Dublin 972, 98, 983, Bournemouth 
“B” 123, British 115, 1152, Croydon sliding-scale 105, 1053, 
max. div. 80}, European 10, 113, Gas Light and Coke 18s. 9d., 
18s. 10}d., 19S., 19s. 1}d., 3 p.ct. deb. 574, Imperial Continental 
349, 345, 350, 352, 355, 360, Metropolitan (of Melbourne) 55 
p.ct. deb. 95, 953, Newcastle 33 p.ct. 16s. 3d., Primitiva 30s., 
4 p.ct. cons. deb. 81, South Metropolitan 99, Tottenham 3} p.ct. 
105. Supplementary prices, Liverpool 5 p.ct. deb. 99. 

Tuurspay.—Alliance and Dublin 973, Brighton and Hove 
6 p.ct. 1133, 115, Bristol 5 p.ct. max. 87, 87}, Commercial 92, 
93, 3 p.ct. deb. 55, European 1o0}4, 11, 113, 113, 12, Gas Light 
and Coke 18s. 6d., 18s. 73d., 18s. od., 19S., 33 p.ct. max. 62, 
5 p.ct. deb. 99}, 100, Imperial Continental 340, 348, 349, 359: 
352, 353, 354, 355, 356, Montevideo 106, 107, Primitiva 32s. 94., 
South Metropolitan 99}, 100, 1003, 1003, Tottenham 33 p.ct. 
1053. Supplementary prices, Barnet 5 p.ct. deb. 96, Bath Soi. 

Money was plentiful in the short loan market. At the start 
the rate for fresh accommodation was 5 p.ct., but eased off to 
4} p.ct., and old loans were renewed at from 43 p.ct. down to 
43 p.ct. The lowering of the Bank Rate caused the average 
rate at which Treasury Bills were allotted to drop to 
£5 158. 8°33d., being 3s. 8°32d. p.ct. below the previous week's 
rate. Applications totalled £105,000,000, which is an excep- 
tional total, and more than twice the usual amount. 

The Foreign Exchange Market was quiet at the end of the 
week. The New York exchange moved in favour of sterling, 
and closed at 4.88,,; the Paris rate showed a rise of 123.82; 
Italian lire finished at 93.14; Spanish pesetas at 34.30; German 
reichsmarks at 20.383; Belgas at 34.86}; and Dutch florins at 
1'2.09. 

Silver was easier, and the cash price declined to 22}id. per 
oz. ; while Gold remained unchanged at 84s. 113d. per oz. 

The Bank Rate is 6 p.ct., to which it was ‘reduced 
6} p.ct. on Oct. 31. The Banks’ deposit rate is 4 p.ct., a1 
deposit rates of the Discount Houses are 4 p.ct. at cal! and 
4} p.ct. at notice. 


from 
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CONFERENCE AT EASTBOURNE. 


AN HISTORIC OCCASION. 


The visit of Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of York to a Conversazione has rendered historical, and 
the business and social items have made memorable, the Eighteenth Annual General Meeting and Conference of the 
British Commercial Gas Association, which was held on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of last week at Devonshire 
Park, Fastbourne, under the Presidency of Mr. FRANK HARDING JONES, M.Inst.C.E., Chairman of the 
Wandsworth, Wimbledon, and Epsom District Gas Company, and of the Eastbourne Gas Company, who acted as 
joint hosts on the occasion. A programme such as was carried out represents much hard work for many people ; 
and the fact that everything went without a hitch speaks volumes for the organizing ability of the Association and 
of the industry. The President himself has every justification for feeling, as we have no doubt he does feel, both 
pleasure and pride at the unqualified success of the meeting. 





THE MAYOR OF EASTBOURNE 


RECEPTION AND LECTURE. 

There was a large assembly in the Winter Garden, Devon- 
shire Park, the the Mayor 
(Lieut.-Col. Roland Gwynne) gave a reception. The guests 
were received by the Deputy-Mayor (Councillor Miss Hudson), 
in the unavoidable absence of the Mayor; and with her were 
the President and Mrs. Frank Jones. The Eastbourne Muni- 
cipal Orchestra, under Captain H. G. Amers, rendered a 
pleasing programme of music; and the Misses Elsie and Doris 
Waters provided an entertainment of humour and harmony. 


on Monday evening, when 


SUNLIGHT AND HEALTH. 


Dr. C. W. Sateesy, F.R.S. (Edinburgh), gave a lecture on 
“Sunlight and Health,’’ which .was illustrated by lantern 
slides; and in the course of his remarks, he -voiced the belief 
that the chief way in which more sunlight can be obtained is 
through the strengthening of the smoke abatement laws. He 
considers that the Public Health (Smoke Abatement) Act, 1926, 
was not sufficiently wide in its scope. He made efforts during 
the reign of Mr. Neville Chamberlain at the Ministry of Health 
to get a clause inserted in the Act empowering local authorities, 
if they will, to require the installation of smokeless equipment 
in new houses in their area. Mr. Chamberlain declined to con- 
sider even new domestic chimneys. Dr. Saleeby hopes that 
Mr. Chamberlain’s Labour successor, Mr. Arthur Greenwood, 
will be more amenable to his suggestion, and thereby take an 
important step in guarding the welfare of the public. Dr. 
Saleeby stressed the fact that the gas industry, because it ob- 
viates smoky fuels, and gives in their place clean, smokeless 
gas fires, is doing a great public service, and helping to attain 
his ideal of a smokeless Britain. He praised in warm measures 
the efforts of Mr. George Lansbury, to provide Hyde Park and 
other parks with ample facilities for sun bathing. He sees in 
this new departure a means of giving the people of London the 
same advantages that can be obtained at seaside resorts, at a 
much lower cost. 


OPENING OF THE BUSINESS PROCEEDINGS. 

Conference met on Tuesday morning, Oct. 29, in the 

n, Devonshire Park. 

PRESIDENT, in opening the conference, said: We are 

larly honoured this morning because His Worship the 

of Eastbourne (Councillor Lieut.-Col. Roland Gwynne, 
O., D.L., J.P.) has kindly come to welcome us to East- 


Mayor: I must first apologise for not having been able 
ve you last night. I should not like you to think, how- 
hat because I was unable to be present I,did not feel 
ed that you should have selected Eastbourne in which to 


WELCOMES THE CONFERENCE. 


hold your conference. We are specially honoured by the con- 
ference. of the British Commercial Gas Association being held 
here this year because your President comes from a very dis- 
tinguished family. I believe he is the third of a line which is 
very distinguished in the gas industry, and he also is Chairman 
of the Eastbourne Gas Company, I am also glad to think that 
four conference coincides with the visit of Their Royal High- 
nesses the Duke and Duchess of York to Eastbourne. Indeed, 
we feel that we partly owe their visit here to you, because I 
think it is owing to the immense amount of interest that Their 
Royal Highnesses take in your Association that they have de- 
cided to pay us a visit. I trust that your deliberations will 
meet with the greatest possible success, for I know that they 
are being closely watched not only by your Association, but in 
other parts of the country, and even the world, for at no time 
has gas been a more important national asset than at the pre- 
sent moment, 

The Presipent: Without taking up any more time at the 
moment, I will, on your behalf, express our thanks to the Cor- 
poration and everybody connected with it for the very great 
hospitality and kindness that they are extending to us. 

GREETINGS FROM AMERICA. 

The Presipent: A few years ago I was elected an Hon. 
Member of the American Gas Association, and I have had a 
charming telegram from them this morning, as follows: 
‘* President, British Commercial Gas Association. Best 
wishes for most successful annual conference.—American 
Gas Association. B. J. Mullaney, President, Alexander For- 
ward, Managing Director.’’ I propose, with your permission, 
to send a suitable reply to that telegram. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


The PresipENntT then delivered his Address. 
lished in the ‘* JourNaL ”’ last week. 

Alderman F. S. Puitiips: I have a very pleasant task to 
perform, and I also have the satisfaction of knowing that, 
whether I discharge that duty well or not, you will receive it 
enthusiastically without any regard to shortcomings on my 
part. My duty is to propose that we give our very best thanks 
to the President for his services during the past year, for his 
Address this morning, and for the encouragement he has given 
us and the deep interest he takes in the gas industry. Gas is 
not going, despite competition, which is getting increasingly 
keen. Gas has a great work to de; and our task is not simply 
that of endeavouring to make profits on the sale of gas and the 
other commodities associated with it, but a much grander and 
nobler thing. It is endeavouring to remove from our country 
the reproach that we have the dirtiest atmosphere in the world. 
We are endeavouring to purify the atmosphere and help to 


This was pub- 
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make the people more healthy. Speaking as an old man my- 
self, I know the effect of fogs. I know how dangerous they 
are both to the young and to the old, and I can. conceive no 
higher task than that of endeavouring to purify the atmosphere. 
I was present at the inception of the ‘‘ B.C.G.A.,”" and I then 
came in contact with Mr. Goodenough for the first time, and 
learned to know him. I now have a very high regard for the 
steady work he has done during the whole eighteen years the 
Association has been in existence, and I am also cheered by the 
fact—as no doubt you are—that the sphere of influence of the 
‘* B.C.G.A.”” is constantly widening, to the very great ad- 
vantage of the gas industry, of the consumers of gas, and of 
the people whom it serves. The establishment of Salesmen’s 
Circles has been a step in the right direction, and, as the 
President has indicated to us this morning, a most useful one 
which was badly needed and which will give us ample returns 
in results. The President has his heart and soul in the gas 
industry which he has served so well; he believes in it, and has 
done good service for the ‘‘ B.C.G.A.”’ I have the advantage 
occasionally of meeting the President both on the National Gas 
Council and in connection with the ‘* B.C.G.A.,’’ and of work- 
ing with him, so that I know the sterling worth of the services 
he is giving to us. 

Mr. AtFrep Procter (Past-President): I have very great 
pleasure in seconding the resolution. It is just a year since | 
had the pleasure of welcoming the President to the City of 
York on the occasion of the conference of the Association there, 
and I have had the privilege of personal association with him, 
and have been able to appreciate his charming personality. I 
had to hand over to him the responsible duties of the Presi- 
dential Chair on that occasion, but I had the great satisfaction 
of knowing that I was handing over those responsibilities and 
duties to one who knew the subject thoroughly, and who was 


MR. HENRY WOODALL. 


Mr. Henry Woodall, M.Inst.C.E., is Deputy-Governor of the 
Gas Light and Coke Company, Chairman and Managing Director 
of the Brit'sh Gas Light Company, Ltd., Chairman and Manag- 
ing Director of the Ipswich Gas Light Company, and Director of 
several other undertakings. In January, 1886, he went to Aus- 
tralia with his uncle, Mr. Henry Woodall, and designed gas- 
works there. Later he went to South Africa, where he de- 
signed, built, and managed gas-works. Among the clients of 
his firm (Corbet Woodall & Son, Consulting Engineers) was 
the Imperial Continental Gas Association, for whom and for 
others he designed gas-works in many of the capitals of Europe 
and other parts of the world. Mr. Woodall has been a Justice 
of the Peace for the County of Kent for nearly twenty years, 
and has always taken a very active interest in the local activities 
of the county. 


thoroughly capable of shouldering the burden. I am sure that 
everyone here will agree that this morning the President has 
given us a very complete and attractive picture of our industry 
as it is to-day. The Association is fortunate in having so 
capable a leader as Mr. Jones. 

The Presipent: Thank you very much ,for that vote of 
thanks. Alderman Phillips has supported the Association from 
its inception, and he has been a great asset to the gas industry ; 
and I would like to say that I agree with him as to the future 
of gas. 

Tue New PRESIDENT. 


The ballot was unanimously in favour of the election of Mr. 
Henry Woodall as President of the Association for the ensuing 
year, and Messrs. Cash, Stone, & Co. as auditors. 

The Presipent: I would like to welcome Mr. Henry Woodall 





— 


to this Chair. He is an old friend of mine, and there is n 
in the gas industry who will do work better than he. 

Mr. Henry Woopatt: I thank you very much indeed for the 
honour you have done me in electing me your Presi lent. 
When I look down the list of illustrious names of your past 
Presidents I am astonished at my temerity in acceptiny the 
position. I think, however, that I have one recommendation 
which I am sure affected your choice, and that is that I 1m a 
son of my father, who was President at your first conference 
held in Manchester in 1912. It has been said of someone that 
he showed great wisdom in the choice of his father, and of 
nobody can that be said more truly than of myself. But privi- 
leges of this sort also have obligations; and by your de: ision 


body 








to-day you have imposed upon me both the privileges and the 
obligations. Mr. Jones has told you that he is the third of his 
generation of gas people. Both of us are the third generation 
of gas engineers and administrators; we both have sons who 
are preparing to follow us; and we both also have grandsons. 
My grandson, whose name is Corbet Woodall, is already learn- 
ing to lisp the praises of his gas fire suitably supplied by the 
Gas Light and Coke Company, which adds very considerably 
to his pleasure and comfort. I am very proud to belong to it, 
and I have very great pleasure in doing anything I possibly can 
to help those who, like the ‘‘ B.C.G.A.,’’ do so much to further 
its welfare and prosperity. 1 have heard a rumour that it is 
possible that the “‘ B.C.G.A.’’ would like to hold the next 
Annual Conference in Hull; and I am only too pleased to say 
that it will be a very great pleasure to my Company, the 
British Gas Light Company, to welcome you there if you 
finally decide to visit that town. 


EDUCATION IN INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE. 


The Presipent then asked Lord Eustace Percy, M.P. (Past- 
President of the Board of Education), to give an Address on 
this subject. 





Lord Eustace Percy said: It is a great honour to be : 
the duty of delivering an address on education in industr\ 
commerce to this Association, and I would only say ; 
outset that I hope you will excuse me if a great deal 
Address may not seem to be directly related to the prob! 
your industry. When we are considering the great ext 
and improvement of education, such as your President ! 
ferred to, for salesmanship or any other branch of in 
it is necessary that every industrial association should « 
the problems not only as, of course, it must do from i 


s rée- 
stry, 
sider 
own 
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point of view, and its own needs, but also co-operatively from 
the point of view of commerce and industry generally. 

He then read his Address, which appears elsewhere in this 
issue. 

Mr. GoopeNnouGH: I have the privilege of proposing a vote 
of thanks to Lord Eustace Percy for his exceedingly interesting 
address. We gratefully appreciate that a very busy man such 
as he is—an ex-Minister of the Crown—should spare the time 
to come here and make a really important pronouncement on 
the subject of education. He seemed to apologise at the be- 
ginning of his address for dealing with the subject of education 
on rather wider lines than those that might strictly interest us 
in the gas industry; but gas administrators have a very sound 
reputation for taking wide views on public questions connected 
directly or indirectly with the industry, and they regard it as a 
compliment to their wide social and public interests that Lord 
Eustace Percy should have spoken to them on the lines he has 
taken this morning. I am sure we all greatly appreciate the 
compliment that he has paid us. The address follows very 
aptly upon the address of our President this morning and his 
reference to the subject of education and our problem of staff 
recruitment. That is a problem which this industry has to 
face very seriously and actively in the near future, if it is to 
maintain and increase its position in the economic world. I 
came across a phrase the other day which, with one adaptation, 


we could apply to ourselves. 
trained intelligence is doomed.’’ I think we can say in these 
days that ‘‘ an industry which does not value trained intelli- 
gence is doomed; ’’ and we, if we are not to fall back—as we 
do not mean to fall back—in the competition of to-day, have to 
consider and to act quickly in regard to this problem of staff 
recruitment. It is to my mind the responsibility of employers 
to deal with this question of education of staff. Some em- 
ployers—and I am proud to say many employers in the gas in- 
dustry, but not too many of them—do give encouragement to 
their men to go on with their general, as well as their special, 
education after they have left school, and even while they are 
at school, because they know that there are opportunities wait- 
ing for them in the industry. That is the responsibility of the 


employer to-day—to see that his employees are given full en- | 


cour:gement to go on with their general education and also 
With their special education. It was because of his recognition 
of the fact that employers have got to take the initiative in this 
matt: that Lord Eustace Percy, when he set up the Committee 
to d with the subject, selected business men rather than 
educ: ionalists. He has put upon industry and commerce the 
respc \sibility of thinking out the subject for themselves, and of 

g the educationalists as to the course they should follow. 

sk the industry to take heed of the words in our Presi- 


dent’. address this morning as to the importance of securing | 


for te industry the right type of man and woman, the right 


type -f brains and character, and of being prepared to pay for | 


‘* The race that does not value | 





them—because, if they are not prepared to pay for them, they 
will never get them. It is of the greatest importance to the 
industry that the level of intelligent attainment of our staffs 
engaged alike on the commercial and technical sides of the 
industry shall rise steadily in the future. I have the very 
greatest pleasure in proposing that our warmest thanks be 
given to Lord Eustace Percy for his address this morning. 

Alderman J. H. Lioyp (Birmingham): I have great pleasure 
in rising to second the motion which has been so ably proposed 
by Mr. Goodenough, and I should like to associate myself with 
everything he has said. We know how much he does for the 
industry not only in the ordinary work of the ‘‘ B.C.G.A.,”’ but 
also in connection with this question of education for the future 
leaders of our industry. I am grateful to him for the work 
that he does. In the early part of Lord Eustace Percy’s very 
interesting address, he referred to the difficulty of choosing a 
language for boys and girls to take up. I am sure that most 
of us have suffered at school in trying to learn several lan- 
guages, and later, if we have travelled about the world, we 
have again and again felt the need of languages and the 
ignominy of not being able to speak the language of the coun- 
try we were in. There is, however, one solution which I have 
no doubt will not be popular to Lord Eustace Percy—that there 
should be a world language, Esperanto. 

The motion was carried with applause. 


Lord Eustace Percy: I always found, during the 4} years I 
was in office, that this Association stands out pre-eminently as 
an Association of business men who really do take an intelli- 
gent and stimulating interest in education. I will not take up 
Alderman Lloyd’s challenge about Esperanto, though I am 
afraid that my feelings about it are much like my feelings about 
Spanish. I thank you very much. 


KNOWLEDGE OF CRAFT AND TECHNIQUE AS AN AID TO 
SALESMANSHIP. 


Sir Lawrence WeavER then delivered an address on this sub- 
ject. Regretfully we are compelled to postpone publication of 
this address until the next issue of the ‘‘ JouRNAL.”’ 

Mr. A. W. Situ: I have the greatest pleasure in moving a 
hearty vote of thanks to Sir Lawrence Weaver for his very 
interesting address. 

Mr. C. M. Crorr: I have the greatest pleasure in seconding 
the proposal. 


VISIT OF THE DUKE AND DUCHESS OF YORK. 


In the afternoon there was a crowded attendance in the 
Floral Hall, to take part in a conversazione, at which Their 
Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of York had 
graciously consented to be present. Before they arrived, there 
was music; and the following short informal address was de- 
livered by Mr. F. W. Goodenough, C.B.E., the Executive 








Chairman of the Association, Professor Arthur Smithells was 
to have occupied this position; but unfortunately he had been 
ordered by his doctor not to attend. 


An Appress BY Mr. GOODENOUGH. 


Mr. GoopgNouGH, in his address, said: The proposition 
we are seeking to demonstrate in this conference is rather like 
a proposition in Euclid. We want to put Q.E.D. at the end of 
the proposition that the basis of the relations between a gas 
undertaking and its consumers is a perfect square—that is toy 
say, it is a square deal of which the four sides are quantity, 
quality, price, and profit, that the consumer gets the quantity 
he pays for and the quality the undertaking contracts to give 
him at a price that ensures a reasonable profit to the under- 
taking. We hope to give proof later in the afternoon, when 
we are to have some short lectures, with regard to quality and 
quantity ; but with regard to price and profit, I can say that, if 
every household commodity were supplied upon the terms that 
gas is supplied to the public to-day, the word “‘ profiteering ”’ 
would never have got into the vocabulary of the British people. 
I expect most of you are aware—though it is surprising how 
many are not—that in the case of most gas companies no in- 
crease can be made in the dividend distributed to the share- 
holders except as a consequence of a reduction in price to the 
consumer. At one time companies were governed by a law 
which provided for a maximum price that could not be exceeded 
and a maximum dividend that could not be exceeded, but this 
did not provide any encouragement for economy in working, 
and it was also completely upset by the Franco-Prussian Waar 
of 1870-71, which sent prices up to such an extent that gas com- 
panies were in the position of having to supply at a price which 
did not even make the two ends meet, apart entirely from any 
profit. Then a great gas administrator, the late Sir George 
Livesey—Chairman of the Company of which our President 
to-day is Vice-Chairman—namely, the South Metropolitan Gas 
Company—suggested to Parliament the adoption of the sliding- 
scale, which allows a company to go on increasing its dividends 
above a certain standard figure so long as it goes on reducing 
the price of gas below a standard figure, so that the Company 
and the consumer (and co-partners) benefit. 

In regard to the question of quantity, I am sorry to destroy 
one of the favourite jokes of the comic papers. It is a fact 
that the gas meter is one of the most reliable pieces of 
mechanism that was ever invented. The gas meter, on the 
average, registers in favour of the consumer rather than of the 
undertaking. That might sound strange to people who are 
only accustomed to looking at gas bills and do not know the 
facts that lie behind them. The gas meter is an independent 
witness tested by an independent authority, and placed between 
the consumer and the company to be an unbiased witness be- 
tween the two. Moreover, the gas legislation which provides 
for testing meters, provides a balance in favour of the con- 
sumer. 

You sometimes find a meter with the index figures exactly 
the same at the end of a quarter as they were at the beginning ; 
and then comes a pleasant discussion with the consumer as to 
how much he ought to pay, as an estimate, in respect of the 
consumptién for the three months during which the meter has 
tailed to register. You may take it as an invariable rule that 
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the past three months has always been a period during which 
the consumer is certain that he used less gas, because he had 
either been away or had had fewer visitors, or some such 
reason ; and in order to arrive at a friendly settlement with the 
consumer we generally have to agree to aecept about 75 p.ct. 
of what we really think is the correct figure. When the mete: 
goes on working properly again, we invariably find that the 
peculiar circumstances which the consumer had alleged in 
favour of a small registration during the particular three 
months have mysteriously disappeared. The result is that the 
gas companies very rarely get paid for more than about 95 p.ct. 
of the gas that is registered by the station meters; and | think 
this is a very good answer which destroys the legend of the 
supposed lying of the gas meter. 

The reason why I think the gas meter is doubted very much 
is because the consumer has to rely on memory while the gas 
meter relies on observation. Moreover, the consumer cannot 
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possibly observe all the gas that is used by every member of the 
family or by visitors, and also by reason of the actions of those 
very rarely economical persons the servants. If you would 
only look at your meters every week, and keep a record of 
them, in the same way that you watch your grocers’ bill or 
butchers’ bill, the life of the gas companies would be very much 
happier and you would be much more contented. 











ARRIVAL OF THE DUKE AND DUCHESS. 






Shortly after the completion of the address, the Duke and 
Duchess arrived at the entrance to the Floral Hall, accom- 
panied by the Mayor of Eastbourne, and attended by Lady 
Annaly and Mr. Patrick Hodgson, C.M.G. They were re- 
ceived by the President and Mrs. Jones and Mr. and Mrs. 
Goodenough. When the party had proceeded through the hall 
to the platform, Miss Rosemary Croft had the honour of pre- 
senting a bouquet to the Duchess. 












PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 






The PRESIDENT, in welcoming Their Royal Highnesses, said : 
Your Royal Highnesses, on behalf of the British Commercial 
Gas Association, and of the 800 gas undertakings which it 
represents—from Aberdeen to Penzance and from Cork to 
Dover—I respectfully tender to you the most cordial and loyal 
of welcomes to our conference. We thank you very heartily 
for giving us this further evidence of the close interest you take 
in all that concerns the commercial and industrial welfare of 
our country, and especially in all that affects the personal wel- 
fare of the workers. In common with our fellow-subjects in 
other industries, we appreciate warmly the whole-hearted de- 
votion of yourself, Sir, and of your much-loved Consort, to the 
development of industrial welfare, with which your names are 
associated in all our minds. We have rejoiced also to notice 
the keen interest, you have shown in the movement for more 
efficient salesmanship, in which this Association may, I think, 
fairly claim to be one of the pioneers, and which we believe to 
be of pressing importance to our national prosperity. 

We are glad to be able to tell you of the good relations that 
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exist between employers and employed throughout the gas in- 
dustry; to recall the many co-partnership, pension, sickness, 
holiday-with-pay, and many other schemes that have been 
established ; and to point to the many workers who have spent 
long lives of happy service in our employment—of whom I will 
ask your leave to present to you some typical representatives 
this afternoon. And we are proud to be able to say that the 
extended use of gas has driven dirt and drudgery out of millions 
of workers’ homes, and brought in good cookery and comfort 
by means of the slot meter; gas has vastly improved working 
conditions in thousands of factories; and, by greatly diminish- 
ing the smoke cloud over our towns and cities, has improved 
the health and brightened the lives of millions. 

We are delighted and proud to have for our great encourage- 
ment in this varied work of national service the evidence of 
interest and approval which your Royal Highnesses have given 
so graciously by your presence among us this afternoon, and 
we thank you for it with our whole hearts, and may our thanks 
be also tendered through your Royal Highnesses to your 
daughter, Princess Elizabeth, whom we all so loyally admire 
for sparing you to come to us this afternoon. 































At the conclusion of his address, the President asked Their 
Royal Highnesses if they would graciously accept a copy of 
that day’s ‘‘ Times,’’ which had a certain coloured print in it, 
he said, which showed some advantages that gas had brought 
into many industries, and he also asked them to accept at the 
same time souvenir copies of the Conference Proceedings that 
were taking place in Eastbourne. 










Tue DuKE’s REPLY. 





His Roya, HicHNess THE DuKE oF YorK, acknowledging the 
welcome that had been given to him and the Duchess, said: I 
thank you on behalf of the Duchess and myself for the very 
kind words of welcome you haye used on our arrival here this 

: , afternoon. I should like to thank you very. much for your 
MR. C. M. CROFT. kind welcome. We are very glad to have this opportunity of 
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meeting so many representatives of an organization which aims 
at helping employers and and the public alike. I 
am afraid our visit will have to be a short one; and so | will 
end by wishing this conference all success. 

Three hearty cheers were then given for the Duke and 
Duchess and one more fer Princess h. 


PRESENTATIONS. 


Their Royal Mighnesses then proceeded to the floor of the 
hall, when presentations were made. The list prepared for this 
was as follows: 


Long Service Employees in the Gas Industry. 


Charles Clifford Tansley, signal fitter, aged 64 years; 51 years’ service 
with the Gas. Light and Coke Company. Two other brothers have an equal 

‘ record of service, and altogether members of the Tansley family have served 
the Com for am aggregate of 393 years. 

Fred Wi Wiilsner, chief valve rodm attendant ; 48 years’ service with 
the Wandsworth Gas Company. He has lost time with the Company on one 
eccasion only, when~he cantracted pneumonia through doing emergency 
work at night, ing the war period he worked without taking an hour 
off—that is to.say, he ited his annual holiday and all other usual holi- 
days. He has never lost a minute of time, except for the period of illness 
mentioned. 

Edwin Funnel], senior exhauster attendant ; 39 years in the service of the 
‘Eastbourne Gas Company. He.is 70 years of age, and has an exemplary 
record. 

George Spicer, who has just retired from the position of works valveman, 
at the age of 73, after 51 years’ service with the City of Birmingham Corpora- 
tion Gas Department. f 

Hugh Boyd, top operator on vertical retorts. He has been 49 years in th 
service of the Corporation of Glasgow Gas Department, and has only been 
off duty six days during that period, due to an accident while performing his 
duties. 


The President-Elect. 
Mr. Henry Woodall, M.Inst.C.E., and Mrs. Woodalt. 


The French Delegation. 


Le Vice-Président de la Commission de Vulgarisation de 1’ Association 
Technique de |' Industrie du Gaz en France—M. Auguste Sellié. 

Le, Secrétaire-Général de la Société pour le Développement de I Indus- 
trie du Gaz en France—M. Marc Dubu. 

L/Ingénieur-en-Chef du Service Commercial de la Société du Gaz de 

‘ Paris—M. Emile Simor St. Just. 

Le Seerétaire-Général de l'Association Technique de l"Industrie du Gaz 

en France—M. Pierte Mougin. ; 


The President of The National Gas Council of Great Britain and 
Jreland and Past-President of the Association. 
Sir Dayid Milne-Watson, D.L,, LL.D, 


Past-Presidents of the Association. 


Sir HaHewell Rogers, J.P., and Lady Rogers. 
Sir George EB, Davies, J.P., and Lady Davies. 
Alderman J, 44. Lieyd, M.A. 

Sir H. W. Rogsell Bencraft, J.P., M.R.C.S.E. 
Mr. Alfred Procter, 


First Vice+President of the Association. 


Mr. C. S. Shapley (President of the Institution of Gas Engineers) and 
Mrs. Shapley, 


Vice-Presidents, 


Alderman Sir Albert Ball, J.P. (Nottingham). 

Mr. Charles F. Botley, M.Inst.C.E. (Hastings). 

Councillor Charles J. Bowers, J.P. (Stoke-on-Trent). 
Councillor H. Carver, J.P. (Leicester). 

Councillor George Catto, Junr., and Mrs. Catto (Aberdeen). 
Alderman George Clark, J.P., M.I.Mech.E. (Chesterfield). 
Councillor E. J. Clarke (Leeds). 

Mr. George Clarry, F.C.1.S., and Mrs. Clarry. 

Alderman W. J. Crookes (Doncaster). 

Mr. John E. Daw (Exeter). 

Sir Arthur Duckham, K.C.B., G.B.E. 

Councillor Angus M. Gregorson (Edinburgh). 

Councillor E. Hamer and Mrs. Hamer (Blackburn). 
Alderman Stanley Hayward, J.P. (Reading). 

Councillor Joseph Holt (Coventry). 

Dr. Thomas Ives Howell (Wandsworth). 

Councillor A. A, Leslie, ].P. (Dundee). 

Councillor Robert J. McBeath, J.P., and Mrs. McBeath (Stretford). 
Alderman C. W. Pinkney, J.P. (Smethwick). 

Alderman F. S. Phillips, J.P. (Salford). 

Alderman F. Pollard, J.P. (Oldham). 

Mr. Reginald M. Rowe and Mrs. Rowe (Ilfracombe). 

Sir Charles and Lady Starmer (Darlington), 

Mr. W. Lees Stenning, M.B.E., J.P., and Mrs. Stenning (East Surrey). 
Mr. H. M. Thornton, J.P., and Mrs. Thornton. 
Alderman, J. H. Waddington, J.P. (Halifax). 

Alderman G. Walker and Mrs. Walker (Bradford). 
Alderman F. J. West, C.B.E., M.1,.Mech.E. (Manchester). 
Mr. W. E. Whyte (Lanark). 

Alderman R. J. Young, J.P. (Stafford). 


Representative Labour Members of the Yoint Industrial Council for the Gas 
Industry. 


Mr. Will Thorne, J.P., M.P. 

Mr. Arthur Hayday, M.P., and Mrs. Hayday. 
Mr. P. J. Tevenan and Mrs. Tevenan. 
Councillor J. Williams, J.P. 

Alderman W. Devenay and Mrs. Devenay. 


Speakers at the Conference, 


Mr. C. M. Croft and Mrs. Croft. 
Mr. Philip G. G. Moon and Mrs. Moon. 
Sir Lawrence Weayer, K.B.E., and Lady Weaver. 





: s _ Executive Committee and Officers. 

Mr. W. J.’San m (Vice-Chairman). ~ 

Mr. A. W. Smith (Vice-Chairman) and Mrs. Smith. 
Mr. J. W. Auchterlonie and Mrs. Auchterlonie. 
Mr. W. H. Bennett ahd. Mrs. Bennett. 
.Mrs. M. A. Cloudesley Brereton. 

Mr. C.-A, Goodall and’ Mrs. Goodall. 

Mr. R. B. Hodgson, M.Inst.Mech-E,, and Mrs. Hodgson. 
Mr. J. R. H. Jacobs, F.C.I.S., and Mrs. Jacobs. 
Alderman Sir Wm. Kay; J.P. -; 

Mr. H. D. Madden, M.Inst.C.E. 

Mr. W. M. Mason and Mrs... Mason. 

Mr. W.- McDowall. 

Mr. J. W. McLusky and Mrs. MoLusky. 

Mr.-R. J. Milbourne, J.P., and Mrs. Milbourne. 
Mr. Hubert Pooley. , . 

Mr. W. E. Price, Assoc.M,Inst.C.E. 

Mr. T. P. Ridley, F.C.L.S. 

Mr. H. C. Smith, M.Inst.C.E., and Mrs. Smith. 
Mr. J. D.”Smith, M.Inst.C.E. 

Mr. J. Sandon Stubbs, F.C.I.S. 

Bailie J. Walker, M.-P. 

Mr. J. C. Walker and Mrs. Walker. 

Mc. R. Watson. 

Mr. W. N. Westlake-and Mrs. Westlake. 


After thé Royal! visitors had left, and tea had been ser\ed, 
other informal lectures were delivered to interested audiciices 
in the Pavilion, by Mr. A. W. Smith (one of the Vice-Chairmen 
of the Association) and Mr. J..G. Clark (of the Gas Light and 
Coke Company). 

Mr. Clark’s address took the form of a series of interesting 
demonstrations, with the aid of apparatus. Next week’s ‘* Gas 
SALESMAN ”’ will contain the address by Mr. Smith. 


DINNER WITH THE GAS COMPANIES. 


In the evening, on the invitation of the Chairman and Direc- 
tors.of the Wandsworth, Wimbledon, and Epsom District Gas 
Company and the Eastbourne Gas Company, those attending 
the conference, and a number of other guests, dined in the 
Grand Hote! and the Cavendish Hotel—there being no ban- 
quetting hall in Eastbourne sufficiently large to accommodate 
all who had accepted the invitation. A thoroughly enjoyable 
evening was spent by both parties ; some notable speeches being 
interspersed with excellent entertainment programmes. An ac- 
count of the speeches. at the two hotels follows. 


Grand Hotel. . 


The Loyal Toasts: having been honoured at the call of the 
CuHatrMAN (Mr. Frank Jones), he announced that the following 
telegram had been dispatched to. His Majesty : 


The President, Vice-President, members and guests of 
the British Commercial Gas Association assembled at their 
Annual Dinner tender their most loyal greetings to His 
Majesty- the King and express their heart-felt thanks at his 
teturn to health. They join fervently in the prayer that he 
may live long to reign over us. 


The following reply was received from His Majesty the 
King = 
The King sincerely thanks the members and guests of 
the British Commercial Gas Association for their kind 
loyal assurance. His. Majesty is glad to know that the 
Duke and Duchess of York are visiting them to-day and 
trusts that every success may attend the Conference. 


Mr. Witt Tuorne on THE Gas INDUSTRY 


Mr. Witt. Tuorne, M.P.,. proposing the toast of “* The Gas In- 
dustry,”’ said: A few minutes ago you drank the health of the King; 
and I,-ke yourselves, am exceedingly sorry that for a long time 
the King has: been in very bad health. I am hoping he will have 
a@ permanent .and speedy recovery, because, whatever anybody may 
say to the contrary, I think he is one of the best Kings that has 
ever saton the throne. I must say, as I have said many times. before, 
that we .are living in one of the. freest countries imaginable. As 
long as.people keep a civil tongue in their heads, no one will inter- 
fere with them, . That cannot be said of any other gountry in the 
world, so, far as I know, and T bave had a good deal of experience. 
T understand that I have. to propose the toast of the gas industry, 
coupled with the name of Sir David Milne-Watson. fied the gas 
industry of this. country not been in charge of enlightened men, 't 
would not have developed in. the way it had done. FE myself have 
come in personal contact with a large number of gas engineers who 
are seated here. IT have met some good ones, -I have met some 
bad. ones, and I haye met some “‘ devils.” {Laughter.} 1 hav 
tried to: meet some who have banged the door in my face. 110% 
days have gone by for all time; and | am very happy to say ' 
so far as the gas industry is concerned, it has developed g' 
during the last thirty years. EF ean take my mind back more 
fifty years. It was at Saltley, in about 1875, that I first carb: 
coal, when Mr. Chamberlain, was Lord Mayor of Birmingham 
have been many changes. since then in the matter of the carbo: 
of coal. Those who were connected with the gas industry 
date I mention, will remember that they were.very lucky if th 
10,000 c.ft. out 6f a ton of coal.: The other day I was at Bi: 
ham looking at some of the latest type of vertical retorts ther: 

I found they were getting as*much as r7,000-c.ft. from a 

coal—that is, very nearly twice the amount of the old days 
half the number of men. T think yeu have nothing to fear 
electricity. It is quite true that electricity is developing in al 
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of the country, in consequence of the schemes for super-stations ; 
but I do not think it will hamper the gas industry in the slightest 
What I should like to see would be gas stoves and gas fires 
in every home, with electricity for illuminating purposes. I should 
like to see the ideals of Dr. Saleeby realized; but I am afraid it 
will be a long time before everything he has set before us comes fully 
into operation. When we talk about doing away with the raw 
coal fire, we must remember the men who are employed in the coal 
industry; but it is perfectly evident that if the coal fire is replaced 
by a gas fire, more coal will have to be carbonized at the gas-works, 
and therefore I cannot see how it would do away with work in 
the colliery districts. The gas industry provides a large amount of 
employment, on the works, on the district, and at the collieries. So 
long as you develop your side of the industry, the workmen whom 
I represent will gain, because there will be an increase in employ- 
ment, and. we shall increase our membership. I have endeavoured 
to persuade gas engineers to give a hint to their employees that they 
ought to be members of our organization. Recently there has been 
no trouble in the gas industry. The Joint Industrial Council was set 
up in 1919, We have had only one Chairman—Sir David Milne- 
Watson—and I have been Vice-Chairman. We discuss our various 
problems, and I do not think we have had any quarrel all: the time. 
It has been beneficial to both employers and workers; and I hope 
the time will arrive when there will be as good an understanding 
in other branches of industry as we have reached in the gas industry. 
[Applause.] I worked under, Sir Corbet Woodall when, I was at 
Beckton in the old days, when the hours were very long. Although 
the hours of labour have since been reduced, and the wages have 
been increased, the dividends, I think, have also been.raised. Recently 
some letters have appeared in the Press. over my. name, on the 
subject of British tar for British roads. It is. our duty to do what 
we can to build-up British industries, and that is why we are going 
to fight for British tar on British roads. In the latter part of the 
i, prior to the dissolution of Parliament, the gas industry 
iced a small Bill, and Mr. Hayday and I played an important 
getting that Bill passed. I think it- will be the means of saving 
s undertakings a good deal of money. So we have helped in 
I am very pleased to learn, too, that the Institution of 
ngineers have obtained their Charter. I do not want to claim 
redit for having had a hand in that. I, promised I. would do 
could to help them; and Members of Parliament know many 
Councillors. It is the privilege of the Councillors to grant 
Charters; and I sent letters to various men, who promised 
hen the application was made, they would do what they could 
that the Charter was granted. You and I are working 
r, and I hope that in the near future the gas industry will 
ven greater development than it has done in the days gone by. 
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)avip Mitne-Watson, D.L., LL.D. : I rise with great pleasure 
n thanks on behalf of the gas industry for the way in which 
\. ill Thorne, our. friend, has proposed our prosperity and health. 
ignal mark of the position in which the industry finds. itself, 
have Mr. Thorne here to pour out his inspiring blessing upon 
industry. There were days, not.so far distant, when we did 
ays see eye to eye. There were difficulties, and sometimes 
ings were said. But we have forgotten all that. Mr. Will 
and I have worked together as Chairman and Vice-Chair- 
vectively of the Joint Industrial Council since 1919, in closest 
I consider it a great honour to the British gas industry 
have here to-night ihe representative on the workers’ 
Mr. Will Thorne, accompanied by his friend and our friend 
yday, both of whom have spent so much of their lives in the 
ustry. Such a thing would have been inconceivable a few 
0. The services Mr. Thorne has rendered have been in- 
He and his friends have done everything they could to 

the industry fully. Of course, we cannot expect that they 
port us in all our propositions; but they have rendered us 
rvices in the House of Commons, and I and my colleagues 
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YEARS’ SERVICE. 


are deeply thankful to them for all they have done. [Applause.] We 
may even expect them to do a little more. There is not only gas; 
tar and other things have also to be looked after. We are opposed 
to-day in all manner of ways. We have troubles with sulphate of 
ammonia, troubles with tar, and troubles with coke; and it is some- 
times hard to our way. There is, however, probably a better 
feeling to-day in the gas industry and allied industries than ever 
before; and I hope very soon we shall be joined in a way which 
will make us brothers in the carbouizing industry in which we are 
all engaged. 


see 


Day. 


To-day is a great day in the history of the gas industry. We have 
been honoured by the presence of the Duke and Duchess of York— 
an honour which we very highly esteem. But it is not the first time 
that the Royal Family have shown their interest in our industry. It 
is not long since the King and Queen came to Beckton, to inaugurate 
our coal unloading plant. It is also not long since the Duchess of 
York opened our showrooms at Kensington; while the Duke has paid 
a private visit to Beckton. Thus they do pay great attention to our 
progress. Now, wherever we look, we seem to be surrounded by 
critics; but I do not feel discouraged. I regard it as a compliment, 
because it is a clear indication that we are such a successful industry 
that other people are envious. During the last five years we have 
made more progress than in the twenty years which preceded them, 
and that in face of more strenuous opposition than ever before. I 
believe that if we continue to do our duty, and give good service 
to the public, we shall go on increasing in importance and efficiency. 
Personally, I enjoy the struggle. I do not sigh for the pre-war 
days when life was easy. Competition keeps one fit; and I am 
sure you all feel with me that things are happier at present, with 
a struggle, than in the days when we had I'ttle to do and had the 
whole field to ourselves. This year we have obtained a- Royal 
Charter for the Institution, of which we are particularly proud; and 
I am very pleased to see here Mr. Shapley, who is President of that 
organization. Anything that improves the status of the engineer is 
a matter for congratulation, and will lead to our greater efficiency 
and greater power of holding our own with the scientific develop- 
ment of our industry. There are many institutions connected with 
the gas industry, but to-day we are concerned with the meeting of 
the British Commercial Gas Association, and there never was a body 
which did its work better. It is thorough, it is persuasive, and you 
will see-from to-day’s ‘‘'Times”’ how up-to-date it is. In this illus- 
trated supplement to ‘‘ The Times ’’ the gas industry has taken both 
the front ‘and back pages. As long as we have such support, there 
is nothing to fear. -I believe we are only at the beginning of great 
things. The fuel industry is all-important. We thank Mr. Thorne 
for his good wishes, and we look forward to growing prosperity for 
the industry we all love to serve. 


A GREAI 


Tue County BOROUGH. 


The CuarRMAN: The toast I have now to propose is “‘ The County 
Borough of Eastbourne.”’ I personally have been connected with 
Eastbourne from a gas point of view for 31 years; and perhaps. I 
am the right person to submit the toast, because I do feel that the 
Gas Company have had something to do with the very rapid develop, 
ment of this delightful town. When it was decided that our confer- 
ence should be held at Eastbourne, I saw the Mayor, who expressed 
his willingness to do everything in his power to make our visit en- 
joyable. The Mayor, the members of the Corporation, and the 
officials have done wonders. [Applause.] We are not here, any 
more than were their Royal Highnesses, for our own personal 
pleasure. We are here to do good work, and our Association is 
worthy of the great reception the Mayor and Corporation have given 
it. I thank them most heartily for all they have done. The French 
Gas Society have sent four delegates to represent the whole of the 
French gas industry at this conference. When I wrote my address, 
I did not know they were coming, and I have been trying all day 
to think of a way in which I could welcome these gentlemen in the 
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name of the Association. I will, if you will permit me, welcome 
them now in their own language. I have been so long connected with 
the French gas industry as with the English, and | have many great 
friends in France. Again let me thank the Mayor and Corporation 
. for all they have done for this conference, which I hope will go down 
as a memorable one. ; 
The Mayor, in reply, said: It is difficult for me to reply to this 
toast a8 I should like, because we have a very successful municipal 
electrigity undertaking, and I am afraid that if 1 praise too highly 
your Association, 1 shall suffer severely for it in the future. But 
there is a point I should like to emphasize. The gas undertaking 
is getting out into the villages round about; and | welcome your 
gas mains, so long as they go underground. [Applause.] We are 
suffering very severely for the moment from an attack that is being 
made by the Electricity Commissioners, who are desirous of putting 
80 ft. masts all over our beautiful country. We are doing all we 
can to prevent this, but we are not succeeding as we could hope. 
It is not a suitable thing to do in this go-a-head part, when the Post 
Office are scrapping their overhead wires. I congratulate the gas in- 
dustry on putting its mains underground, and I hope the Electricity 
Commissioners will see their way to do likewise. We owe a great 
deal to you for the Royal visit to-day. I do not think their High- 
nesses would have come quite so soon had it not been for the fact 
that this meeting was taking place, and that your Association is near 
to the hearts of their Royal Highnesses. : 


Tue Visitors. 


Mr. C. S. Suaptey: When Mr. Thorne remarked that we were 
not afraid of electricity, I think he intended to say that we should 
not fear it if it were not State-aided. That is a very important point. 
I have pleasure in proposing the toast of ‘* The Visitors,’’ coupled 
with the name of the Marquess of Hartington, who is a Past-Presi- 
dent of the Society of British Gas Industries. We have also many 
other distinguished visitors, and I am sure that everyone has en- 
joyed being here to-night. 

The Marquess or Hartincton: On behalf of the visitors, I can 
assure you that we have greatly enjoyed the lavish hospitality ex- 
tended to us. We have been hearing something of the gas industry ; 
and I feel, when I look back upon the past connection of my family 
with the County Borough of Eastbourne, that there was perhaps one 
flaw in the management. We ought to have had the gas-works in 
our own hands. [Laughter.] The town is most admirably served 
by its gas-works; but it is a misfortune that the profit which has 
been so properly earned has not gone into my coffers. 


Gas THE Hpusewire’s GREATEST Boon. 


Your industry fills a great place, though this may not be univers- 
ally realized. Electricity gets possibly rather more publicity than 
gas; but gas, in spite of that publicity, continues to secure more 
users than electricity, and long may it be so. Gas has, perhaps, 
been the greatest boon which the wife in the ordinary English home 
has ever known. It is not generally realized what a great amount 
of useless labour the gas stove saves the housewife. It has con- 
ferred, and is still conferring, immense boons on the public, and I 
believe it will continue to extend its operations for many years to 
come. As a Past-President of the Society of British Gas Industries, 
1 would take the opportunity of extending fraternal greetings to this 
Association from the kindred organization. In the matter of rela- 
tions between employers and employed, the gas industry has played 
a great part; and we are gratcful for the lead which it has given 
to British industry in this respect. 

Mr. F. W. GoopgenouGu: | have come from the Cavendish Hotel 
to complete proposing the toast. which I began there, and which was 
received with great applause. It is the toast of ‘‘ The Officers of 
the Wandsworth, Wimbledon, and Epsom District Gas Company 
and the Eastbourne Gas Company, coupled with the name of our very 
good friend, Mr. Croft.’’ I am sure you would not wish to separate 
without expressing your thanks to these officers for, all they have 
done to make this conference such a success. As Chairman, I know 
better than any of you can do the enormous amount of work that 
has been done by them behind che scenes. Mr. Croft has been a per- 
fect marvel in the organization which he has put at our disposal. 
[Applause. ] 

Mr. C. M. Crorr: Thank you very much. If the conference has 
been a success, it has been due to the efforts of a lot of people, in- 
cluding the Mayor and Corporation of Eastbourne. 

{he proceedings were brought to a close with a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman, which was enthusiastically accorded on the pro- 
position of Sir H. W. Russett Bencrart, M.R.C.S.E. 


Cavendish Hotel. 


Mr. T. A. 1. Howktu presided at the dinner at the Cavendish 
Hotel. 

After the Loyal Toasts had been honoured, it was announced 
that a telegram had been sent to His’ Majesty the King, and 
that a reply had been received. 


Sir ArtHur Ducknam, proposing ‘‘ The Gas Industry,’ said: I 
rise with great pleasure to give the toast of the gas industry. I 
think it is rather the toast of ourselves—in fact, it is the toast of 
that decadent industry, the gas industry, for which this town has 
not a hall large enough to take us all for this dinner, so that we have 
had to split ourselves up into two parties. We in the industry realize 
that there is much to be done; and when one sits back and con- 
siders the industrial conditions of this country and other countries, 
one really sees how inuch more there is to do, what tremendous ad- 
vances there are to be made, and how much greater service we can 
render in order to bring about a future which will see dirt and dust 
banished by such a great industry as ours. This industry has served 
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the country in many ways. Thinking to-day of what I shouid say 
to you this evening, it seemed to me opportune to remind you that 
we have possibly served this country in one special way which is of 
the utmost importance at the present time. I was a pupil ci Sir 
George Livesey. My father was Sir George’s greatest friend, a.d he 
started mein life before I understood much about things. | was 
told of, and I heard about, that great cataclysm of labour, the gas- 
works strike, when I was a young man; and I know how that great 
genius and great statesman, Sir George Livesey, backed up by oi ers, 
settled that labour dispute and brought certain conditions into the 
gas industry which have been developed and which exist to-day. 
This great industry of ours, as a result, has not had in my remem- 
brance any considerable labour trouble. We are an industry freer 
from labour: troubles than any other industry. We are an industry 
which is in better association with our workpeople than any «ih 
industry, and we are an industry that goes forward taking our men 
with us, showing them what we want and how we want it, and 
getting their support and sympathy and efficiency. 


Tue EMPLOYER AND THE EMPLOYEE. 


What, however, are the general industrial conditions to-day? \ uu 
have the capitalist and administrator on the one side and labour on the 
other side, and creeping in between all the time is Government inter (er- 
ence. We know the Government cannot help industry. Both sides 
call for the Government to come in; but we know that the only 
way that industry can prosper, the only way we can get efficient 
production, and the only way we can give service and compete with 
the world, is for all those in industry to work together. To-day 
you have the coal trade, the cotton trade, the textile trade, and other 
trades all insisting that the Government should play a part between 
the employer and the employee. I think, however, that we have 
.sught the lesson in our industry that there is no future for industry 
until industries other than the gas industry conduct their business 
as we do. That is the picture I feel which is so important to-day. 
The employer says, ‘‘ What is the Government going to do?” and 
the employee says, ‘‘ What is the Government going to do?’’ But 
surely the thing for every employer to do is to say, ‘* Let us go and 
see the worker, and show the worker what we are doing; let us 
give the worker a share in what we are earning, and get his support 
and interest in what we are doing, and demonstrate that we cannot 
succeed, and cannot go on in life, unless we have the fullest sym- 
pathy of the worker.’’ I feel that the greatest service we have ren- 
dered to the community has been in promoting good relations between 
employer and employed; and I trust that the outcome of our indus- 
trial troubles will be that other industries will follow our example. 


A TrispuTte To Sir CorsBet WoopDaALt. 


Mr. ALFRED Procter (immediate Past-President, British Com- 
mercial Gas Association), replying to the toast, said: My first duty 
is to express on behalf of the industry our very grateful thanks to 
Sir Arthur Duckham for the kind things he has been good enough 
to say about our industry. Sir Arthur Duckham has spoken to you 
about that great leader, whom I remember very well, in the gas 
industry, Sir George Livesey; and I think that it is fitting that | 
should say a few words to you this evening about another great 
leader whose name is prominently suggested to me, and no doubt, 
to many others of you—namely, the father of Mr. Henry Woodall, 
whom to-day we have elected President of our Association. My 
mind goes back to the first meeting of the British Commercial Gas 
Association seventeen years ago in Manchester, when Mr. Corbet 
Woodall, as he was then, was the first President; and I know that 
those of you who, like myself, were present at that meeting will 
remember the extraordinary influence that Mr. Corbet Woodall exerted 
over that first meeting. The dominant note was service—the service 
the gas industry was to render to the public—and Mr. Corbet 
Woodall’s unbounded confidence in the future of the industry. Those 
of us who were there felt indeed that he gave a trumpet call to our 
industry and to all gas administrators; and I venture to think that 
that inspiration which -started from Mr. Corbet Woodall seven- 
teen years ago has grown in force and volume to the present day, 
and has been maintained by the magnificent leadership that we have 
in those who control the affairs of the National Gas Council and of 
this Association. We need that great leadership and inspiration in 
all our affairs relating to research organization and salesmanship, 
which alone can make our industry the success which it deserves 
to be. 

Mr. Corbet Woodall said on that occasion, ‘‘ We are the heralds 
of a new birth in gas probity.’’ And we can say that this infant, 
cherished and nurtured by gas administrators since that time, bus 
now grown into a sturdy reality. Mr. Corbet Woodall also referred 
to the ideal of service which he held out, and in this connection 
said of service: ‘‘ I find in it a means of greatly widening and 
extending our usefulness to the community—not merely increas 
our business and income.’’ To-day, as the result largely of that 
spiration, all the gas administrators | meet are imbued with 
ideal of public service, as contrasted with a crude commerciali 
and we all know that we must stand or fall by this ideal of servi 


SPLENDID Leap OF Mr. GOODENOUGH. 


I need hardly remind you in this connection of the splendid 
which is given to our Association by the Chairman of the Execu 
Mr. Goodenough. We are all familiar with those advertisements of 
Mr. G. A. Service, and we all admire and appreciate the splendid 
lead that Mr. Goodenough gives in the organization of the extension 
of salesmanship, which is of great value to the members of (/\ 
Association. I think the Association also has been honoured by ‘he 
fact that Mr. Goodenough has been made Chairman of a Government 
Committee to increase and extend our knowledge of salesmans1ip 
in all branches of industry. 1 think perhaps the most important 
thing that has been mentioned by Sir Arthur Duckham is the vitality 


a 


of the gas industry; and in that connection I would again like to 
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quote Mr. Corbet Woodall. Addressing the British Commercial 
Gas Association at the first meeting, and speaking of vitality, he 
said: ‘‘ Looking back upon a century of gas supply—it is a long 
flight of time to look back upon—what I take most pleasure in observ- 
ing in this connection is the still exuberant vitality and power of 
growth of our ancient industry. It may be claimed for it as being 
a centenarian patriarch of old time, that its natural force is not 
abated.’? Those were eloquent words, the truth of which has been 
increasingly realized since they were uttered. How true they were 
has been shown in the almost phenomenal growth in the use of 
gas in our country in recent years—a consumption which on a yearly 
average shows an increase of 3 p.ct. I have no use for—and Sir 
Arthur Duckham has no use for—those who “ talk back numbers.”’ 
The facts are all against it, and the possibilities of the future are 
all against it. While we claim—and, | consider, rightly claim— 
recognition for our past services, we do not ask to be judged en- 
tirely by those. We do claim that for our present capacity and 
our potential possibilities for public service we have an industry of 
vital moment to the well-being of the community. 


A Virat INpbustTrRyY. 


In these days when electricity is boomed with all the support and 
influence of the State and the municipalities, it is necessary that 
we should insist in season and out of season on our right to recog- 
nition and fair and equal treatment at the hands of the State. We 
have the imprimatur of the National Fuel and Power Committee, 
which said: ‘‘ The gas industry is one which had adapted itself to 
modern conditions, and consequently has expanded rapidly and is 
continuing to expand; ’”’ and, further, this Committee said: ‘*‘ We 
have no doubt that the gas industry as a whole is now, within the 
limits within which it is confined by statute, a progressive and efficient 
industry.”’ Need I remind you that there is no method of using 
our great national asset, coal, so economically and efficiently as by 
distillation in our retorts, by which we obtain for the service of the 
community 80 p.ct. of the value of the coal; that we provide residual 
products of vital use for other industries; and that we have made 
a striking contribution to the all-important question of smoke abate- 
ment. The National Fuel and Power Committee used the words, 
“Within the limits within which it is confined by statute;”’ and 
we ask that those shackles on our possibilities of service should be 
removed as being no longer necessary for the ultimate protection 
of the consumer, and, indeed, as being a serious hindrance to the 
expansion of our business. We ask that we should be set free to 
manage our business with the freedom of the ordinary trader. To- 
day we are face to face with more strenuous competition than ever 
before, but it is not the first time in our history that we have had 
to meet difficulties and have overcome them with signal success, and 
I have no doubt that in the future we shall meet this competition, 
and come out of it with’the same success as on former occasions. 
I would ask you to keep in mind our great heritage—the inherent 
force and vitality of our industry—and always to set before yourselves 
our great ideal of public service. I say, notwithstanding the appa- 
rent troubles which are before us, let us take heart of grace, and go 
forward with full confidence in ourselves and with the will to win. 
If we do this, I am quite sure that the future will have no fears 
for us. 

The CuarrMan then proposed ‘‘ The County Borough of East- 
bourne,’’ and again expressed the great appreciation and gratitude 
of the Association for the manner in which they had been received 
in Eastbourne by the Corporation and its officials. 


Alderman G. B. Soppy, J.P., acknowledging the toast, said that 
everybody connected with the Corporation regarded it as a great 
privilege that Associations such as the British Commercial Gas Asso- 
ciation should come to Eastbourne for their annual conventions 
There was a special reason in the present case for welcoming the 
Association to Eastbourne, because the President was Chairman 
of the Eastbourne Gas Company; and he knew that his colleagues 
on the Council would wish him to say that they were very proud 
indeed that the local Gas Company in Eastbourne was carrying out 
most efficiently a very great public service. 

Mr. F. W. Goopgenoucu, at this stage, said: I am going to leave 
you to go to the Grand Hotel to propose the toast of ‘* The Officers 
of the Wandsworth and Eastbourne Gas Companies, coupled with 
the name of Mr. Croft.’’ I am sure you all feel very much 
indebted to Mr. Croft and to his fellow officers of the Wandsworth 
Gas Company, and also to the officers of the Eastbourne Gas Com- 
pany, for all that they have done to make this conference such a 
success. I will ask you, therefore, to drink that toast now, so that 
I can convey your good wishes to those at the Grand Hotel. 

Sir Georcr Davies (Past-President of the British Commercial Gas 
Association), proposing ‘* The Visitors,’’ said: I should like to ex- 
press on behalf of our Association the great pleasure we have in 
meeting visitors on occasions of this kind. I am sure that those who 
are responsible for carrying on the work of the industry in different 
parts of the country learn a great deal from conferences, and per- 
haps hear some wholesome truths. As Mr. Procter said, we are not 
simply directors of ordinary commercial undertakings to make as much 
profit as we possibly can for ourselves and our shareholders. We are 
entrusted with the administration of public utility companies with 
responsibilities beyond those of the ordinary directorships. That 
is what we have realized; and I am sure that conferences of this 
sort bring home to us in a very striking manner the importance of 
our work and the responsibility to the public attaching to it. I 
should like to say how extremely grateful we are to the Eastbourne 
and Wandsworth Gas Companies for the warm welcome they have 
given to us; and I would like to add how extremely fortunate I 
think we in the industry are in the personnel of the industry. We 
could not possibly have two men more able than Sir David Milne- 
Watson and Mr. Goodenough. 

Major A, G. Cuurcu, D.S.O., M.P. (Mayor of Wandsworth), re- 
sponded to the toast. In the course of a short speech, he referred 
to the possibility of transmitting gas over long distances, and ex- 
pressed the opinion that capital should be forthcoming for greater 
developments in the coal and carbonizing industries in the same way 
that it was being provided for the electrical undertakings of the 
country. 

Councillor Miss A. Hupson, J.P..(Deputy-Mayor), proposed the 
health of ‘*‘ The Chairman,’’ and the CuarrMan briefly acknowledged 
the toast. 


WEDNESDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 


Mr. GoopeENnoucH: I have the following resolution to move: 
That the Eighteenth Annual Report of the General Com- 
mittee and the statement of accounts for the year ended 
March 31, 1929, as printed in the ‘‘ Bulletin ’’ for October, 
and circulated to members, be adopted. 
[The report was published in the ‘* Journat ” last week.] 


Every section of the report is indicative of the good work that 
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is being undertaken for the ultimate good of the industry. A 
large proportion of the work done is in the nature of building 
fof tHe future. May T say that the report naturally and neces- 
sarily has many omissions, fof obvious reasons. Much im- 
portant work done by the Association cannot be shouted from 
the house-tops, because we do not want to give our competitors 
information as to exactly how we proceed in regard to our 
publicity and propaganda work. Your Executive and General 
Committees are’ always, happy to know that they have the con- 
fidence and support of the members generally; and we trust 
that this cofifidence will be maintained in the future. We have 
always felt that our publicity, propaganda, and salesmanship 
efforts must be intelligently organized and carefully co- 
ordinated for the successful carrying-on of our national work ; 
and in the report very encouraging proof of this will be found. 
May I add only one comment in this connection—namely, the 
hope that the fifty undertakings not now contributing the “full 
basis of 6s. per million c.ft. will come into line with the 800 







































































that do, and that we may have further substantial additions to 
the steadily growing list of progressive undertakings, represent- 
ing about half the total in output, who now contribute—or, 
perhaps I should say, invest—7s. 6d. per million in the cause 
of the advance and furtherance of the gas industry. 

May I just add one or two words with regard to the question 
of education for commerce to which the President referred 
yesterday, and which should be recognized as necessary in the 
board rooms and committee rooms throughout the country. 1 
have had to study recently the question of salesmanship for the 
country as a whole. The same principles apply to salesmanship 
for an industry as to salesmanship for a nation. Our nation 
stands rather in the position that the gas industry did some 
years ago. For many years we enjoyed a monopoly, or a 
virtual monopoly, and did not realize the importance of the 
development of the publicity and salesmanship side of our busi- 
ness. Our nation had, until comparatively recent years, a 
virtual monopoly of trade overseas, and we as a nation are 
suffering to-day somewhat from the failure to recognize the 
needs of changing times with regard to commercial policy, just 
as the gas industry suffered some years ago—and, indeed, I 
will not say it does not suffer from that failure still in some 
quarters to-day. The recognition of the importance of trained, 
skilled, and adequately paid commercial representatives is not 
as yet universal in the gas industry. As I said yesterday, if the 
industry is to go forward and prosper, it is of the very first im- 
portance that the need for trained and skilled—which implies 
also well paid—commercial representatives should be recog- 
nized. Unless the importance of an efficient selling policy 
based on sound commercial principles and carried out by an 
adequate staff is realized both by directors and by managers 
of businesses, the best efforts of the individual members of the 
staff are bound to fail. The buying, producing, and delivering 
organizations of any business must be directed and co-ordinated 
to the end of giving the consumer what he wants, when he 
wants it, and how he wants it; and this can only be done by 
skilled managers, engineers, chemists, and salesmen. 1 would 
most earnestly impress on the industry as a whole the import- 
ance of thinking out this question of training and education of 
staffs for the future. We have to consider the question of for 
how many positions that are occupied by competent men in the 
industry to-day there are fully trained competent men ready to 
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sueceed thei. We Haye to look ahead, because the fight in 
the future is undoubtedly going to be heavier and keener than 


it has been in the past, and we have, in the words of the “cout 
movement, to “‘ Be Prepared.”’ ; 

Mr. Joun E. Daw: I have great gyri in secondin,’ the 
fesolution which has been moved by Mr. Goodenough. | have 
not had much opportunity of reading the ‘‘ Bulletin,” but ‘rom 
a cursory glance at it the accounts show the very healthy state 
of the finances of the Association. I am very glad to sec that 
there has been considerable increase in the subscriptions to the 
Association, and also a correspondingly satisfactory increase in 
the amount spent in advertising the gas industry. Among 
other things, I atm also glad to see that there has been 2) in- 
¢rease in the amount spent on exhibitions, which, I take it, 
means that people are being taught more and more the ad. 
vantages and uses of gas. ° 

Alderman Sir A. Batt: I have much pleasure in supporting 
the resolution, though I do not think this report needs any 
support from me. I notice it says there is a real need for in- 
creased publicity for gas; and I would like to impress upon vou 
who are interested in the gas industry the real need for snore 
publicity for our undertakings. We want to try as far as we 
possibly can to influence all architects to pipe every house for 
fires as well as cookers. I am one of those who believe that 
the gas industry has as great a future as it has a wonderful 
past; and it is up to the young engineers to see that every 
possible progress is made and that the greatest advantage is 
taken of all efforts, both educational and publicity, to keep in 
the forefront the advantages of gas. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting, and carried 
unanimously. : 


THe IMPORTANCE OF THE GAS INDUSTRY TO LABOUR IN GENERAL 
AND TO THE WoRKER’S HOME IN PARTICULAR. 


The Presipent: I wish to welcome this morning a gentle- 
man who is not only going to address us, but who has been 
attending all our meetings in Eastbourne. I refer to Mr. 
Arthur Hayday, M.P., Vice-President of the National Union 
of General and Municipal Workers. When you listen to Mr. 
Hayday you will be listening to somebody who knows what he 
,'8 talking about; he uses gas and has dealings with practically 






























































all the gas undertakings of the country in his different positions. 
[Mr. Hayday’s address will be found on later pages of our 
issue to-day] : 
Alderman Frep West: I have very great pleasure in pro- 
posing a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Hayday for his ex- 
tremely useful and practical address. I feel that if only Mr. 
Hayday’s address could be placed in the hands of the man 1n 
the street, it would go a tremendous way to remove that un- 
pardonable ignorance which exists to-day. There is far 
much loose talk in our municipal councils to-day in the 
vocacy of our rival electricity. Mr. Hayday’s address gos 4 
long way to combat the statement, and to educate those ho 
think quite wrongly, because they have not been supplied with 
the necessary information, that the scope of usefulness of the 
gas industry is diminishing. I would venture to suggest 
the Council of this Association that, if they would endeavour 
to produce Mr. Hayday’s address in popular pamphlet ‘orm, 
perhaps condensed to some extent, it would do a tremendous 
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amount of good. I would like to place a copy of this address 
jn the hands of every one of my workmen; and | think many 
here would like to do the same. They are the best advocates 
of gas in the sense that they would give the information to 
their wives, who, after all, are the best advertisers of the use- 
fulness of the public service which gas supplies. ‘There is just 
one other feature of the address I would like to mention, and 
that is the happy relationships which prevail in the gas in- 
dustry between the management and the workpeople. I know 
9f no section of industry which has been so free from trouble 
and petty squabbles as the gas industry; and the happy rela- 
tionships which prevail to-day are to no small extent due to the 
tact, diplomacy, and fair-mindedness of Mr. Hayday and his 
colleagues in dealing with the gas undertakings and the work- 
people. Therefore, I move with the greatest possible pleasure 
that a very hearty vote of thanks be accorded to Mr. Hayday 
for his valuable address. 


“The Ring Master and the Clown.” 


Photographed together after a joint appearance on another stage. 


A reference to Sir Lawrence Weaver's Address, which will be published in 
next week’s issue.] 


Mr. Henry Woopa..: It is with very great pleasure that I 
second this vote of thanks to Mr. Hayday for his able, interest- 
ing, and enlightening address. 

Councillor A. E. Leste: It is almost unnecessary for me to 
add anything to what the previous speakers have said with 
regard to Mr. Hayday’s address, but I do appreciate very much 
indeed the opportunity of testifying, in my opinion, to the great 
value of Mr. Hayday’s remarks, I appreciate it all the more 
as | have the honour to be on the Council of a large industrial 
city in which gas has beén an enormous boon to the workers. 
In Dundee, which is an industrial city, I know that gas has 
been an enormous boon. We have been trying to build better 
houses for the workers, and 500 new houses have been erected 
in which we have installed a gas cooker and a gas boiler; and 
we have had such an enormous demand for these houses that 
we shall be compelled to erect more. We also have a iarge 
number of old houses; and our Gas Engineer, who is an excel- 
lent official, is doing his best .to deal with the existing houses 
by putting in larger pipes and so meeting the demands for gas 
until we are able to build new houses. 

The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Haypay, acknowledging the vote, said: I thank you very 
much indeed for your kind vote of thanks. Unfortunately, in 
the trade union movement many men of my age had to leave 
school with a fourth-standard elementary education. The gas 
industry is either serious or it is not. It cannot afford to be 
half-hearted. If you have confidence in your industry, and 
want to attract assistance from others, you can only do it by 
setting an example. The best encouragement, therefore, that 
you can give to me and my colleagues is to keep closer contact 
with us, tell us where we can help, and prove that you your- 
selves are serious over the matter. I should like you, when 
you leave this most excellent conference, to become—and you 
need not be afraid of the words—an agitator, a propagandist, or 
a missionary if you like, because, apart from the financial side 

f your undertakings, there is the great health missionary work 

re capable of performing. 


SERVICE TO THE CONSUMER. 


_A >aper bearing this title was then given by Mr. C. M. Crort, 

Chic’ Engineer to the Wandsworth, Wimbledon, and Epsom 
District Gas Company. This will be published in the ‘ Gas 
SALFOMAN ”* next week. 


Gas: THe MOpERN FuEL. 


P. G. G. Moon, Engineer and General Manager. of the 

emouth Gas Company, followed with a paper on the use 
of gas in hotels and homes in Bournemouth. This also will be ‘ 
published in the ‘‘ Gas SaLesMAN ” next week, 





Luncheon at the Grand Hotel. 


At the: close’ of the meeting, a luncheon was given at the 
Grand Hotel by the President-Elect, Vice-Presidents, and mem- 
bers of the Association, to the retiring President of the Associa- 
tion and the Directors of the Wandsworth, Wimbledon, and 
Epsom District Gas Company, and of the Eastbourne Gas 
Company. Mr, Henry Woopa tt (President-Elect of the As- 
sociation) was in the Chair. 

The toast of ‘‘ His Majesty the King ”’ 
honoured, 


having been 


The CHaIRMAN said: This is my first appearance as your President, 
and I have the pleasantest duty. that I shall probably have during 
my year of office in proposing the toast of ‘‘ The Retiring President 
of the Association, and the Directors of the Wandsworth, Wimble- 
don, and Epsom District Gas Company, and the Eastbourne Gas 
Company.’’ We have enjoyed great hospitality during the last few 
days, and Mr. Jones has been a splendid and tireless host, and we 
know him to be one of the greatest possible believers in our industry, 
and one of the best supporters of it. He is imbued with the most 
kindly feelings towards the gas industry, and is, I know, very proud 
to belong to it. He is also. one of the strongest believers in co- 
partnership, and is also a true disciple of that great movement, 
and one who is not satisfied with his own success unless others who 
have worked with him have a share in it. To-day at our confer- 
ence we have seen how this co-partnership feeling prevails in the 
industry; and it is one of the happiest things, in my opinion, 
that we are all prepared to put our knowledge at the disposal of 
each other at any time it is needed. I think the two papers we have 
heard to-day and the great detail the authors of those. two papers 
went into, makes us realize how ready we all are to help each 
other. I must say just a,few words about our President’s Address. 
We were not allowed to discuss it, but I think that every paragraph 
is .well worth reading: Moreover, the great sincer’ty with which 
Mr. Jones spoke impressed us all. 

Mr. Frank H. Jones, responding to the toast, said: Gentlemen 
and Harry Woodall—I must say Harry Woodall because we are 
such old friends, and when I was starting out his father was very 
kind to me. He was not one of those older men who thought the 
young mén should net be encouraged. On the contrary, he gave 
me the greatest possible help, and it is therefore with all the more 
pleasure that I have listened to the very kind remarks that h's son 
and my friend Harry has just made. This is not my swan song. I 
am making my exit from the stage, but at the same time I am 
making my entrance into the auditorium, and I wish to stay there 
as long as I live. I shall watch the progress of this Association 
with very great interest and confidence; because I am certain that the 
work we set out to do eighteen years ago is bearing very good fruit. 
I think this conference at Eastbourne has been a useful one, and I 
think it will be a still greater success if we can evolve some line of 
action in order to take full advantage. of the ideas that have ger- 
minated here. I have enjoyed my year of office. The Executive 
Committee and the Officers have been so very kind to me that 
there has been very little work for me to do, but I have been 
greatly encouraged by what they have done, and can only express 
my gratitude to them. If anything useful follows from my year of 
office, then I shall feel that my term as President has not been 
wasted. 

Mr. C. Vaton BENNETT, proposing ‘‘ The Executive Committee 
and Staff of the ‘ B.C.G.A.’,” said: It is truly a great: advantage, 
not only to the Association and the gas industry, but to the entire 
Empire,«that Mr. Goodenough should be Chairman of the Executive 
Committee. A busy man always finds time to do good work for 
others; and Mr. Goodenough is not an exception to this rule. He 
holds one of the most important executive positions in the largest 











gas undertaking in the world. For three years he has been Chair- 
man of the Incorporated Sales Managers’ Association, and now he 
has been elected President of that body. Mr. Goodenough has 
served on more than one Departmental Committee set up by this 
and previous Governments, all of which go to prove his great ability 
in commercial affairs. He has, since its inception, served as Chair- 
man of our Executive Committee; and, though I am aware he is a 
believer in letting these posts be occupied by different persons, we 
appreciate that we have a good man, and trust he will serve us as 
Chairman as long as we want him to—and, if he is agreeable to 
that, I now pronounce a life sentence upon him. I know the staff 
admire him as much as we do. : 
With regard to the Executive Committee, I will be brief. I think 
I can sum them up by saying that as individuals and as a body 
they are men of character and ability, determined to give unlimited 
time and effort to the Association and its work. I am delighted 
the staff are included in this toast, because they are the people 
who do all the ‘‘donkey work.” I realize that every member of 
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the staff is loyal and hardworking to a degree, but it is obvious that 
I cannot refer to each of them. I therefore propose to confine my 
remarks to three of their number. In these days when mere man 
is so greatly outnumbered by members of the other sex it is not 
surprising that we should find that the post of Editor is filled by a 
lady in the person of Mrs. Cloudesley Brereton. She is possessed of 
great ability, and this, combined with tact, has made her dear 
to the hearts of everyone with whom she comes into contact. She 
is a tower of strength to the Association, and we hope we may be 
fortunate enough to retain her services for many years. 

Now with regard to our Manager, Mr. Mason, he is a man as 
full of wit as he is of vigour, and we delight in supporting the efforts 
he is making to obtain a hundred per cent. membership of gas 
undertakings in this Association. 

I now come to our friend and Secretary, Mr. Walker. He is a 
demon for work, and is full of enthusiasm. I can only add my 
testimony, to that expressed by others, that everyone realizes the 
success of this conference is largely due to the efforts of Mr. 
Walker and his colleagues. He is well worthy of our thanks, and 
it is the prayer of each of us that he, too, may be spared to serve 
the Association for many years. 

Mr. Goopgnoucu, replying to the toast, said: I should like on 
behalf of the Executive and officers to tender our best thanks for 
the exceedingly kind way in which Mr. Valon Bennett has pro- 
posed this toast. He referred to me as your perennial Chairman, 
and offered me a life sentence. I am afraid I cannot accept that, 
but I will say I am only too happy to go on serving this Association 
as long as they really want me. The work that I do as Chairman 
is rendered extraordinarily easy, first by the fact that the Executive 
Committee is a band of brothers. We have never had a division 
or taken a vote on the Executive on any question since we began 
our work eighteen years ago. We have always been able to arrive 
at harmonious decisions. I should like to say how sorry we are 


that one of our two Vice-Chairmen, Mr, Sandeman, is unable to be 
with us during this conference, owing to the grave illness of his 
Mr. Sandeman, however, sends his kindest regards and 


mother. 
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great regret that he is unable to be here. We are very gratefyj 
also to Mr, Clark and Mr. Smith, who rendered such excellent 
service with their short lectures. Mr. Bennett has said thot Mr. 
Mason is as full of wit as he is of vigour. I only wish he were as 
full of vigour as we would wish, because at the present ti: « his 
health is not as we should like it to be, and I am sure all 
hope that he will soon be restored to full health and strength. Mr. 
Bennett also rightly congratulated us on having Mrs. Cl 


siey 
Brereton as our Editor and Consultant. We were very mv} 2 
advance of other industries in our appreciation of the fact that 
women can be of productive service in industry and comme: be- 
cause at the time we appointed Mrs. Cloudesley Brereton there were 
very few women who held positions of any importance in con. :erce 
and industry. Mrs. Cloudesley Brereton has done an enormous 


amount of organization work for the industry, and has also orgsnized 
international conferences in Paris and London. It was due to her 
inspiration and ideas that we were able to start such a wor ful 


conference as we had at Manchester, and from which we hav ne 
on improving every year until we have had a record confer¢ in 
Eastbourne. I always remember our present President’s father— 
Mr. Corbet Woodall as he then was—saying to me at that confer- 
ence ; ‘* Goodnenough, I have had the greatest surprise of my life 
to-day. I came here expecting to meet a fair number of my col- 
leagues in the gas industry, and on having a discussion on papers 
such as we have been used to at Institution meetings; but we have 


had a conference to-day beyond anything I had thought of in my 
imagination, and I am delighted with it. It has been the surprise 
of my life.’”” That was the greatest compliment that the manage- 


ment of this Association could have from a man of such wide ex- 
perience as the late Sir Corbet Woodall, who certainly was not in 
the habit of paying compliments where they were not deserved. As 


to Mr. Walker, I should like to thank him very cordially on behalf 
of the Executive and on behalf of myself for the assistance he has 
given in organizing this and many other conferences. 

The last toast was “‘ The Chairman,’’ proposed by Alderman G. B. 
Soppy and acknowledged in a few words by Mr. Henry Woopatt. 








AN EXTENSION 








The determination of the laws governing the flow of gases in 
pipes is a problem that has claimed, and is still claiming, the 
attention of many, but so much has been accomplished in this 
direction that the estimation of the loss of head due to friction 
in gas mains can now be undertaken with a degree of accuracy 
sufficient for all commercial purposes. A number of reliable 
formulz have been evolved for both low. and high pressure 
work, all of which, though they are stated in various forms, are 
based upon the fundamental conception expressed in Unwin’s 
formula—viz. : 


Py? — Pp? 

= K 2 3 

2 P,? sL 

where Q = the rate of flow of gas in the pipe. 


a constant fixed for each diameter of main. 
P, = initial pressure in the main. 
P, = final pressure in the main. 
$s = specific gravity of the gas. 
L = length of main. 

All high-pressure formule preserve this form or some simpli- 
fication thereof; their main differences lie in their methods of 
arriving at the values of ‘‘ K.”” The low-pressure formulz can 
be derived by taking P, to be atmospheric pressure and sub- 
stituting ‘‘ H,’’ the loss in pressure, for P,—P,. The general 
expression for a low-pressure formula then becomes : 


a / H 
: sL 
where ‘‘ C ” is a constant fixed for each diameter of main. 

Cases often arise, however, in which a main is used both for 
the transmission and for the distribution of gas—that is to say, 
services may be taken from the main within the length ‘** L ”’ 
under consideration. An exact determination of the loss in 
pressure to be anticipated is. of course, impossible, as the rela- 
tive quantity of gas being taken by each service is variable. 
Nevertheless, if certain assumptions are made, a general 
formula can be arrived at. Let us assume, therefore, that each 
service will take an equal quantity of gas, and that the services 
are evenly distributed throughout the length of the main—.e., 
that gas is tapped off uniformly through the whole of the 
length ‘‘ L.”’ This must approximate very closely to the condi- 
tions existent at peak load in an average district. 

Taking first the simplest case. A main AB is supplied with 
gas at A and dead-ended at B, the whole of the gas supplied 
being drawn off by the services. The inversion of the general 
low-pressure formula gives : 


H = 


an 
" 


sLQ? 

cr" 

which, when applied to a main of infinitesimally short length, 
becomes ; 


4H = s aL, 


{ 
| 
| 
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OF PIPE FLOW THEORY. 


By Eric O. Ross, B.Sc., Assoc.M.Inst.C.E., Assoc.M.Inst.Gas E. 
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where ‘‘ q ” is the rate of flow at the point under consideration. 
If this point be situate at a distance “‘ x ’’ from A, then: 
Q(L — *) 
eatr < 


Substituting this in the equation above— 


dH _ sQ(L — x)? _ sQ?(L? — 2Lx + 2%) 
aL C212 Cc? 1? ’ 
The total pressure drop between A and B is found by integra- 
tion between the values of x = O and x = L, thus: 


nw fee — 21s + %*) 3, 
CL 


Lé 
sor(L? — [fs + ) 
me ree 3 plus a constant. 





sQ?L 


Gi plus a constant. 
3 


but H = O when L = O;; therefore the constant = O and, 


sQ?L 


H p 
3C? 


This is one-third of the value of ‘‘ H ’’ that would be obtained 
were the main to be considered as one in which the whole of the 
gas is passing from A to B. 

Consider as a second case a main in which only a portion of 


the gas is tapped off, the remainder passing from the main at B. 
If R is the rate at which gas is tapped away by all the ser- 
vices combined, and Q is the rate at which gas is supplied to A, 


then Q-—R is the rate of flow at B, and the rate of flow at a 
distance ‘‘ x ’’ from A is: 
*«R 


O— 
- L 


as before: 
dH s (L? 0? — 2xOLR + 2#°R?) 
dL. C212 ‘ 


and by integration : 


R2 
LIQ? -—9Q 
a, (c QR+ ). 
C3 
The two formule derived for the cases above will cover most 
problems of this nature met with in practice, and they can be 
applied to any of the usual l6w-pressure formule. The high- 
pressure formule do not have to be applied in this connection 
very frequently, but they could, if necessary, be treated in 4 
similar manner. 
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EDUCATION FOR COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 


By Lord EusTACE PERCY, M.P. 


[Address before the British Commercial Gas Association at the Annual Conference in 
Eastbourne, Oct. 29.] 


It is a misfortune that educational discussions and policies 


are, and have long been, so often confined to problems of com- 
The raising of the school age from | 


paratively early schooling. 
14 to 15, Whatever may be its advantages and disadvantages— 


which, of course, I am not going to discuss here—has very. 


little to do with the contribution which education is required to 
make in these days to the reconstruction and improvement of 
our national life. Absorbed in these questions, we have missed 
the supreme importance of those problems of higher education 
which cannot be solved by legislation or by official administra- 
tion. It is education after the age of 16 which sets the 
tone and standard to all early schooling. It is the lack or mis- 
direction of that stage of education which renders our educa- 
tional system so lamentably incomplete. It is not to the 
schools, but to the universities and the technical colleges, that 
we must look if we want to see where we are failing at the 
present moment and where the hope of the future lies. _ 

To-day, I want to put before you two simple propositions as 
to the points in which our education for commerce and industry 
is defective. It is defective, first because it stops too soon, and, 
secondly, because it too often leads to nothing. I propose to 
illustrate these two propositions by two examples—one of 
special interest to commerce and one to industry. 


TEACHING OF LANGUAGES. 


My first example is the teaching of languages. Our language 
teaching is ineffective primarily because it so often stops at 
16 or even earlier. In our secondary and central schools 
to-day we have considerably over 400,000 boys and girls learn- 
ing foreign languages. 
school not later than 16, and, thereafter, very few of them 
indeed receive the slightest éncouragement from their em- 
ployers to continue their study of languages. There are, of 


course, exceptions—notably the successful efforts made by the | 


London Chamber of Commerce to promote such study. But 
the great majority of our secondary school boys and girls drop 
their French, which is the usual ‘‘ second language,’’ when they 
leave school. Moreover, even those who stay on at a secondary 
school after the age of 16—even those who go on to a University 


and thus extend their education untii the age of 21—commonly | 


drop any serious study of languages as soon as they have ob- 
tained the Schools Certificate at 16. At that point they are 
encouraged by the University examination system to begin 
specializing at once in their eventual degree subject, and the 
number who choose foreign languages as their degree subject 
is very small. 

Now the study of languages is the one study which is nearly, 
if not absolutely, useless unless it is carried forward from boy- 
hood into manhood.: You must go on learning a language until 
you can express adult thoughts in it. If you stop learning it 
while you are still a boy, you will never be able to use it as a 
man. In two or three years after 16, you will grow out of 
your knowledge of it, and will find it difficult and even dis- 
tasteful to take it up again. 

This is particularly true of French. French is the most 
“ adult ” of all languages. Hardly any Englishman, I think— 
except those few who, owing to the circumstances of their life, 
are practically bilingual—acquires any real appreciation of 
French before the age of 19 or 20. The predominance of 
French as a second language in our secondary schools has two 
results. The boy who leaves school at 16 will depend very 
largely on reading to keep up his knowledge of a foreign lan- 
guage, and there is very little French literature which at that 
age he will care to read for its own sake. Having never 
acquired the reading habit in French, he will forget it rapidly. 

boy who stays at school with a view to the university, and 
) choose a subject in which to specialize for his degree, is, 
uch the same reason, unlikely to choose modern languages 
only language with which he is acquainted is French. 


A ReEMeDY. 


innot, within the scope of an address like this, argue the 
lems arising out of this brief survey. I have recently tried 
ue some of them in a book which, when it is published, I 
try to induce Mr. Goodenough to read! But I will ven- 
) make some summary assertions as to the directions in 
we must look for a remedy for these defects. 
the first place, the whole system by which a boy is en- 
raged to regard his general education as finished at 16, and 
to choose a specialized degree subject at that age, is wrong. 


The universities should re-establish an entrance test, inde- | 
pendent of the Schools Certificate, which will require students | 


The great majority of these leave | 


to continue the study of some subjects of general education 
alongside their chosen special subject from 16 to 18. 

Secondly, in the course of general education thus continued 
up to 18, a place should be given to languages as central, 
though no doubt not as exclusive, as used to be given to Latin 
and Greek in the old public school curriculum. We need a 
serious reaction from the recent tendency to over-emphasize 
science in schools. We have drifted further away from lan- 
guages as a medium of education than, I think, any continental 
country; and the whole of our education, including, I believe, 
science education itself, has suffered in consequence. 


Wuicu Mopern LANGUAGE? 


Next, we should reconsider the whole question as to which 
modern languages are most suitable for schools. This ques- 
tion is one of great difficulty. Both on general educational 
grounds and on practical grounds, there is much to be said in 
favour of German rather than French as the language most 
suitable for English boys or girls between 11 and 16; but there 
are obvious practical reasons which make one hesitate to put 
French in a subordinate position. The whole question should 
be thoroughly explored. Perhaps I may add parenthetically a 
warning to business men not to advocate the early teaching of 
Spanish, Its easiness and its lack of literature make it un- 
suitable, in my judgment, as a language for early study, while 
it can be acquired without difficulty later by anyone with the 
least taste for, and-training in, languages. 

Finally, if the universities use their influence to encourage 
the study of languages at school between 16 and 18, technical 
colleges should pursue a similar policy, and, in doing so, they 
should receive the active co-operation of employers. Young 
people who enter employment from the secondary schools at 16 
should be given every inducement to continue the study of lan- 
guages for two years, not only in special commercial language 
courses, but also, I suggest, in many cases as part of any ap- 
prenticeship course which they may take in other subjects. 

But, obviously, any development of this kind depends 
primarily on academic authorities, and especially the universi- 
ties, taking the lead in a reconsideration of the present ex- 
amination system, with its tendency t® early specialization at 
school, and of the whole question of the place of languages in 
general education. We need desperately a common university 
policy in these matters, and | fear that, at the present moment, 
such a policy is lacking. I suggest that business men who 
take an interest in these problems should look beyond the 
school to the university, which so largely, though often so un- 
consciously, influences and must influence the whole character 
of school education, and should invite the universities to formu- 
late a more coherent policy. 


Our PRESENT EDUCATION OFTEN LEADS TO NOTHING. 


I pass to my second proposition, that our education is de- 
fective because it too often leads to nothing. Now here I want 
to speak more particularly of the technical college and of the 
policy of industrial employers towards their workshop staff. 
The supreme anomaly of technical education on its industrial 
side seems to me to be that it is the workshop apprentice who 
chiefly comes to the evening or day classes of the technical 
college, whereas the road to promotion in industry generally 
lies, not through the workshop, however much it may be sup- 
plemented by technical education, but through offices. 

This fact is reflected in the attitude of employers towards 
apprenticeship classes. They are to-day encouraging such 
classes as never before; they are realizing the advantages of 
giving their apprentices time off during the day; in a number 
of ways they are giving the most valuable support to the 
technical college. But they assume, I think, that the work of 
the college is over when the apprenticeship course is completed. 
In other words, as soon as the boy has become a fully skilled 
worker in the shop, his education is regarded as finished. He 
may continue to attend evening classes for his own amusement, 
but, by doing so, whatever he learns, he has no particular 
prospect of increasing the value of his contribution to his in- 
dustry, or of making a career for himself in that industry. The 
clerk may rise to management, and every effort he makes to 
continue his education is likely to improve his prospects, but the 
workshop apprentice can hardly raise his eyes higher than the 
position of foreman. 

There is, I know, one industry to which this generalization 
does not apply—the coal industry, where the road from ap- 
prenticeship to management is clearly marked; nor does it, of 
course, apply to that type of apprenticeship—for instance, pre- 
mium apprenticeship in the engineering Selbndiipetetheans object 
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it is to give workshop training to men destined for higher posi- 
tions. Doubtless there are other exceptions—I think the gas 
industry is perhaps one of them—but for the ex-elementary 
schoolboy the generalization is, I think, broadly true. 

Consider what must be the effect of this lack of prospects on 
the boy or the young man who “ finds himself ’’ intellectually 
during his apprenticeship course. He is just at the age when 
he is most likely to find himself, to awaken to new interests 
and become conscious of unsuspected abilities. To him, pre- 
cisely the kind of recruit which industry most needs, his ap- 
prenticeship course at the technical college will appear mainly 
valuable, not as an end in itself, but as an introduction to higher 
studies. But he finds that there is no recognized road for him 
to such higher studies; if he goes on to them, if his technical 
college is one that can provide them, he must do so, as it were, 
as an amateur, not as a professional. Is it any wonder if some- 
times he decides to drop industrial work and become a teacher, 
thereby helping to confirm the suspicion entertained in some 
quarters that technical institutes exist mainly to train teachers 
for other technical institutes? 


ROUTINE AND RESEARCH WORKERS. 


I confess I am haunted by the feeling that in this way we 
are allowing to run to waste in our technical colleges and in 
our workshops just that original talent which industry needs, 
and which, I think, industrialists find that they are failing to 
recruit from the science and technological departments of the 
universities. I have, for instance, heard complaints from in- 
dustrialists keenly interested in research that they can get for 
their laboratories any number of competent routine chemists 
from their local university, but they cannot find men with a 
bent for original research. Is it likely that they will do so? 
The graduates they are recruiting began specializing in chemis- 
try at school at the age of 16; ever since then they have been 
‘* cramming ’’ for a degree examination. Here we touch again 
on those questions of university policy of which I have already 
spoken. Is it not, perhaps, not merely as likely, but even more 
likely, that the qualities these industrialists demand are often 
to be found among their workshop apprentices who are coming 
to the end of their apprenticeship course at the technical col- 
lege, and, having reached the end, are about to fall over the 


— 
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edge into permanent obscurity? One has frequently he 
view expressed that the sons of better-to-do parents who 
to go into industry after passing through the university 
be well advised to leave school early and get a year or 
experience in the works before entering the university 
boy who is approaching the completion of his apprent 
course in the technical college has often just this mixed 
and works experience ; yet it is just this promising mat 
which we fail to give the opportunity of further developm 
We Must Promote HIGHER TECHNICAL Stupy. 


If there is any force in these considerations, the reme: 
in two directions. We must promote the developm: 
courses of higher technical and business study in our tec! 
colleges, and give every possible inducement to the young 
who has completed his apprenticeship to go on to these co. 
We must also consider seriously how we can give an 


‘tunity to the best of these young men to take a degree « 


at the local university, either under ‘‘ sandwich” ari 
ments or otherwise. 

One further word: Commerce and industry, if they are wi 
will have a greater and a more direct voice in, and resp 
bility for, the policy of our technical colleges in the future than 
in the past. The Local Government Act has greatly reduced 
the contribution which commercial and industrial firms will 
make to the rates out of which these colleges are mainly sup- 
ported. If their interest in, and demands upon, techiical 
education continue to. increase at the same rate as recently, 
they will almost certainly be expected, and should take the 
initiative in offering, to make special voluntary contributions to 
the colleges. Colleges directly endowed by industry as well as 
out of the rates will, I believe, find themselves in many ways in 
a sounder position than at present. Without in the least dis- 
crediting the excellent work which municipalities have done in 
developing technical education, we can see that colleges which 
can rely on substantial endowments will be able to develop a 
measure of academic independence more suited to their status 
as great institutions of higher education. The development of 
these institutions to their utmost capacity is our great oppor- 
tunity in education in this generation. Let us show ourselves 
worthy of that opportunity. 


1Si- 
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IMPORTANCE OF THE GAS INDUSTRY TO LABOUR IN GENERAL AND 
TO THE WORKER’S HOME IN PARTICULAR. 


By ARTHUR Haypay, M P., Vice-President of the National Union of General and Municipal Workers. 


[Address before the British Commercial Gas Association at the Annual Conference in 
Eastbourne, Oct. 30.] 


It is a great pleasure to me to have the opportunity of address- 
ing this Conference of one of the great organizations of the gas 
industry, as | hope | may claim a first hand knowledge of what 


I want to talk about, and I regard it as important at this | 


juncture in our national history to say what I am going to say. 

My subject is the gas industry from the workman’s point of 
view. 1 am a Trade Union official. I have been an organizer 
of manual and other weekly wage earners all my life. I was 
born in West Ham not so very far from the largest gas-works 


in the world, and in the very midst of the largest population of | 


working people in England. About 42 years ago, I was assist- 
ing in the erection of one of the large gasholders at Beckton. 
I started work at nine years of age. Things have changed a 
great deal since then. I believe that one of the roads built over 
the market gardens in which I started work as a boy is now 
called after my name. My working life has included what is 
still, I suppose, the most strenuous job open to any man in the 
fuel or any other industry—I have been a trimmer in the stoke- 
hole of a tramp steamer. I know, therefore, something of the 
practical side of the application of heat to industrial processes ! 
I was for years a member of one of the few Labour Local 
Authorities in England. My memories go back to the days of 
the great dock strike, and I have seen and taken part in the 
vast changes in the status and outlook of the rank and file of 
the industrial workers of Great Britain which have revolution- 
ized the outlook of that great mass of unorganized, so-called 
unskilled workers—men often casually employed, often unem- 
ployed; men most of whom never had the chance to learn a 
trade by day and were usually too tired and dispirited to learn 
anything else when work was over at night. And I know well 
how great an improvement has taken place and how much work 
it took to win it and build up the great workers’ organizations 
of to-day—know it too well to believe in risking short cuts to 
the millennium. 


Wuat GAS HAS DONE FOR THE WORKERS. 


Now I want to talk to you to-day, first of all, about what gas 
has done for the worker in this industry, for the worker in 
other industries, and for all workers in their homes—and | 


regard it as a duty to do so at this particular time, because 
there is, in my opinion, a great tendency to-day to overlook 
those great services. All too many folk are prone to forget the 
older-established gas industry, and all that it has done for 
labour, and to favour and foster the new baby electricity, just 
because it is new. There is also no doubt that the fact that 
there is something mysterious and marvellous, about electricity 
makes some people think there is no limit to its possibilities. 
They are inclined to imagine that there is some magic virtue in 
doing a thing by electricity even if it can be done just as well 
or better by some other means and at less cost. 

Now those of us who know the facts want to clear the air of 
that idea—which may well cost the nation dear if it is allowed 
to run riot, and may well put out of employment thousands of 
workers with no corresponding advantage to anyone else. 
Electricity is only one form of the energy in the coal which 3s 
our great source of energy in this almost waterless (i.e., watcr- 
power-less) country. There is every whit as much romance 
and wonder in the conversion of the coal fonmed millions of 
years ago out of the primeval forests into the drugs, dyes, dis- 
infectants, fertilizers, oils, motor spirits, and scores of fine 
chemicals, as well as into gas and coke which represent 75 p.‘'. 
of the coal’s heat energy, as there is in getting only 20 p.ct. 0 
the heat energy out of it in the form of electricity and losing a 
the rest and the chemical wealth as well. ; 

The romance of the gas-works is at least as interesting 
that of the electric generating station—and three or four ti: 
as economically efficient. , 

Electricity has performed and is performing wonderful | 
vices for mankind, and no one wants to decry or belittle t 
for one minute—but don’t let us get into the way of talkin 
if it was ‘‘ the only pebble on the beach,”’ and as if gas 
done and was doing nothing for mankind, seeing that its r 
is what it is, and its power for service to the great mass¢ 
our working population is what we know it to be. a 

Gas has driven dirt and drudgery and danger out of m:!'' 
of working-men’s. homes and out of the factories in which 
labour; it has diminished disease among the young anc ‘5 
aged, and has given a chance of healthy and cheerful existen 
to the teeming populations of our towns and cities by ha 
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the smoke and doubling the.sunshine. It has helped in many 
a home to save the man from wasting time, money, and health 
in the public-house by helping the woman to give him well- 
cooked food in a clean and well-lighted house. 

The most notable change in these home conditions is perhaps 
to be seen at breakfast-time.. Probably those so fortunately 
placed that they have never known what it means to be unable 
to get even a hot drink first thing in the morning, fail to under- 
stand what it meant when first the working-man’s wife was 
able by turning a tap and lighting a match to be able to make 
a cup of tea or cocoa, and to fry a bit of bacon in a few minutes, 
For the early shift, such a start for the day, before the rest of 
the world is stirring from bed, means all the difference im- 
mediately between misery and comfort, and also ultimately be- 
tween good health and ill-health. The gas ring and the gas 
cooker have been the greatest factors in abolishing the early 
morning ‘‘ tot of rum” at the factory gates, and have been 
among the real builders of health and strength which are the 
foundation both of factory efficiency and household happiness. 


** Even A Man Can Cook sy Gas.”’ 


The simplicity of the whole business of cooking by gas means 
that if his wife is ill the man himself can cook his own break- 
fast—for ‘‘ even a man can cook by gas ’’ to use one of your 
own slogans. And many a man whose father went off cold and 
cheerless to his job, now sets out well fortified for the day by a 
substantial warm meal, even if he has to leave by six or seven 
o'clock ; he has, moreover, been able, when his wife is laid by, 
to take her a cup of tea in bed before he leaves. In any case if 
he works on early shifts he can fend for himself if all is put 
ready over-night, and his wife can get up later to see the chil- 
dren off to school -and prepare their breakfast in reasonable 
peace and comfort after the father has gone to work. 

Again, no one who knows what he or she is talking about 
believes that any woman wants her house to be dirty or dark 
or the food to be unfit to eat—but cleanliness means hard work, 
very hard work when the coal fire and the coal-heated copper is 
all that mother has to her hand, and cooking is no easy task 
when the fire depends upon a domestic stoker. 

Because electricity is the newest thing in the line of cooking 
and heating, some people taik as if the working woman was 
still living in the dark ages of the coal range or worse still, the 
little open ‘‘ register ’’ coal fire with its hob, and nothing more 
for a kettle or frying-pan. They ignore entirely the wonderful 
revolution the slotameter has brought about in the working- 
home, even if that home is only a lodging. Gas has already 
made possible what the advocates of ‘‘ electricity for all ” can 
merely promise; and at a price the poor can‘afford to pay. I 
read a few days ago an article on what can be done with a 
pennyworth of gas. It surprised me; but I expect it was just 
A.B.C. to most thrifty wives. 


PENNY-IN-THE-SLOT METERS. 


The truth is that 43 million penny-in-the-slot meters that 
have been put into the homes of our workers during the past 
generation—since about 1895—have simply revolutionized life 
for our women-folk in the matter of their cooking ; in addition 
to which’ the incandescent burner has proved an enormous 
boon in giving a light by which mother can sew and her boys 
and girls can do home-lessons and father can read his paper, 
and in giving with the light a modicum of warmth that is worth 
a good deal of cash; the gas-fired wash-copper is taking the 
horror out of Monday in thousands of homes; and the gas fire 
is making the parlour useful as well as ornamental. 

Moreover, the gas burner has wiped out the cheap lamp 
accident. The total deaths from accidents due to the use of gas 
from all causes is to-day much less than the number by which 
deaths from lamp accidents have decreased since the slot gas 
meter became general. 





Are all these boons and blessings which gas has brought at 
very small cost to the worker and his family in his home, and 
the enormous improvement wrought by gas in working condi- 
tions when heat processes are employed in industry—flus the 
boon of works canteens made possible by gas appliances—are 
all these to be forgotten or overlooked, and are the hundred 


thousand workers engaged in the gas industry, and the many 
thousads employed in ancillary trades, to be thrown on the 
scrap-! -ap, in order that the same services shall be rendered by 


electric'ty—at greater cost, with a huge waste of coal and 
chemi .!s, and with a smaller amount of labour employed ? - 

To .‘: the question is to answer it—but the trouble is that no 
one ou‘ -ide the gas industry seems to know the facts or, if they - 
do, to ‘hink seriously about them and their inferences. 

It is Guite tiresome and futile for either the electrician or gas 
engin to claim to be the one and only cure for all ills in the 
home factory. Where there are technical advantages for 
one or ‘he other, let them and the consumer, not the politician, 
decid: For my own part, I believe the actual practical result 
will bc ‘hat every up-to-date firm and probably eventually every 
house. ill use both. Gas-works are often large consumers of 
electri’“v, and there are probably few pieces of electrical ap- 
Paratus manufactured without the aid of gas. As long as the 
questic- is fairly decided on technical and economic grounds, 


Well on4 good, but the scales must no longer be weighted as 





they have been to our disadvantage simply. because some, people 
think electricity is fashionable and'*‘ the coming thing.”” 

On this point it may surprise some people to know that in the 
last five years, in spite of the rapid growth of electricity under 
national protection and stimulation, the rate of growth of the 
gas industry has been 50 p.ct. faster; for every two extra units 
delivered to the consumer by the electrician, the gas engineer 
has been called upon to deliver three, 

I repeat that nothing I have said is in any way said to 
deprecate the invaluable services rendered, and to be rendered, 
by. the electrical industry, but only to correct the one-sided and 
extravagant assertions of some of its incautious devotees which 
may have a serious and unfair effect by influencing Government 
and public action to the detriment of an equally important and 
far larger public service. 

I appeal to all my colleagues in Parliament and elsewhere to 
look into this matter very carefully and thoroughly, and not to 
let rank injustice be done to a great body of workers in this old 
but ever young and progressive industry, Let us have a sense 
of proportion and of the fitness of things, and not run madly 
after what may easily prove a ‘‘ Will 0’ the Wisp.”’ 


GAS AND THE COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE. 


Now I should like to say something about the gas industry 
from the very broadest point of view—from that of the com- 
munity as a whole, and not only of the workers engaged in it. 

One of the first things that strikes me about the gas industry 
is that it really does produce something. It is not one of those 
wonderful schemes which sometimes seem to get too much en- 
couragement from the powers-that-be. We read in the news- 
papers how someone or other seems to collect a million or so by 
shuffling papers about on the “ get-rich-quick ’’ principle. | 
do not profess to be a financier, but 1 do know that—owing to 
sliding scales which limit dividends according to price and to 
other similar provisions—the people at the head of the gas in- 
dustry are really bound to concentrate on putting gas into . 
circulation and not ‘‘ water.’’ There are a fair number of co- 
partners in the gas industry—I wish there were more—drawing 
dividends from it, and, after all, most working people expect to 
draw a dividend from their co-operative stores or other savings. 
No thinking man objects to a fair return on people’s savings. 
It is the suspicion that huge and unfair profits are juggled with 
in some financial transactions by people who are not really pro- 
ducing anything at all that makes confidence between worker 
and employer so difficult in many industries. This is clearly 
not the case in the gas industry. Controlled as it is in this 
respect, I think the industry has gained by realizing that its 
real mission is not to make a huge profit for individuals, but to 
fulfil a genuine need of the whole community. 

I should like to refer in passing to a small matter which also 
shows the good effect on an industry, which is more concerned 
to be a public service than a mere opportunity for private profit- 
making. All who know at first hand the conditions of the poor 
man’s budget realize the hanm which is often done by dishonest 
credit and tally systems of hire-purchase. 

The gas industry is, I suppose, one of the largest industries 
employing the hire or hire-purchase system, and yet one never 
hears of abuse in connection with the millions of articles hired 
out and maintained by the gas companies. They are not en- 
deavouring to inveigle people into injudicious expenditure. 
They realize that, for an industry of their size and standing, 
cheap and nasty articles do not pay in the long run. Not only 
are all the best gas undertakings in the very forefront of the 
movement for making service to the consumer their watch- 
word, but the united industry has been a pioneer in endeavour- 
ing to organize itself as one whole to further the same end, 
starting, as you know, before the war and long before the 
blessed word ‘‘ rationalization ’’ was heard of. 


RATIONALIZATION. 


Mention of the word “ rationalization ’’ leads me to touch on 
a point where I hope the men’s organization can co-operate 
with the management. This is not the place to talk politics, 
and I and a large part of this audience may pany, og to 
differ on many economic points. But we can at least agree 
upon this, that whatever restrictions and regulations may be 
imposed upon any industry, they should be practical and for the 
public benefit, and not just meaningless remnants of obsolete 
legal prejudice and precedents, which rather remind one of the 
human appendix—survivals which cannot do any good, and 
sometimes become really dangerous unless they are removed. 

I think since the war everyone, internationally and nationally, 
has begun to realize that the time has passed for restrictions 
which make it difficult for large-minded views to be taken of 
industry as a whole. Obviously, there are dangers in huge 
amalgamations and widespread “‘ understandings ”’ and these 
must be provided against. But every intelligent person ap- 
preciates nowadays that large scale concerns and large scale 
minds are necessary if we are to hold our own. I am not a 
lawyer, but I know that the gas industry badly needs one of 
these operations for appendicitis. Being an old industry it is 
fettered by all sorts of antiquated rules and regulations which 
seriously hamper its development. Take just one example. 
No one of my way of thinking can sympathize with rules which 
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prevent co-operation between a municipal and a company under- 
taking. We are not interested in the question whether munici- | 
pality A or company B will benefit financially—we want cheap | 
fuel and lots of it, and we want it quickly. If antiquated legal 
restrictions stand in the way; they ought to be abolished. 
Every worker has a special interest in the greater use of | 
scientific fuel. Nearly everything that differentiates man from 
the brute is the result of using heat. Man alone cooks his 
food, and he alone uses tools, most of which he makes by heat. 
In the old days, and even now far too often, the conditions of 


petty competition between rival forms of fuel. He wants 
decent service suited to his varying needs and income. |: is up 
to all of us who earn our living by supplying these wants to 
make the most of the country’s resources, to give as good ser. 
vice as possible, and to hasten as much as we can the day when 
British industry is equipped with the best apparatus, intelli. 
gently operated by men secure enough in their jobs to take g 
real and educated interest in doing the best they can. If the 
industry as a whole shows, as I think my experience on the 
National Joint Industrial Council entitles me to say that it does 


the men who handled these vital heat processes in the factories 
of the country were deplorable. The dirt, bad atmosphere, and 
intolerable physical strain and over-fatigue were, and still are— 
where up-to-date appliances are absent—inhuman. The vast 
increase in the use of scientific heat not only enables us to keep 
our lead in the quality of our industrial workmanship over the 
rest of the world, and so compete even with cheap foreign 
labour, but it means that gradually we are getting nearer the 
day when the man who works with his hands will not be so 
worn out and degraded by his surroundings that he falls weakly 
into an inferior way of living. The use of crude coal in either 
home or factory is out of date, and I hope to see the day when 
most of the unnecessary dirt associated with industry and with 
large centres of population is a thing of the past. 

If I may draw an analogy which, of course, you will not press 
too far, I think the fuel problem in the next few years as it 
appears to those who are workers, consumers, voters, but not 
owners, bears some resemblance to the traffic problem in the 
big towns. We need not for the moment discuss the theoretical 
merits of public or private ownership, we only know that every- 
one is travelling more and more, and will travel more, and 
ought to travel more. We know that some sort of practical 
agreement must be come to, to benefit both the consumer and 
the worker whether he works for some private concern or a 
local authority. The public must be served, and is not much 
interested in the details of petty competition. So, I may sug- 
gest, the ordinary man in the street is not much interested in 





show, that it is moving steadily along these lines, then ii is up 
to the Government and the local authorities to give it every 
support. This they can do, not only by freeing it from any 
restrictions which may have become unnecessary, but by putting 
at its disposal every encouragement to modernize and extend its 
network of services which already touch thousands of indus- 
tries and millions of homes. 

In conclusion, let me say: No one will deny that the gas 
industry has in its National Joint Industrial Council, and its 
Regional Councils, very efficient machinery for building up and 
maintaining happy relations between employers and employed, 
and thus helping in many ways to attain the end in view. 

I have been Joint Secretary of the National Joint Industrial 
Council since its inception, and I share with all others con. 
nected with it a very legitimate pride in its achievements. At 
the outset the Council dealt with purely labour questions, and 
it continues to do so with success. But this co-operation has 
had other results. It has led to the growth of mutual con- 
fidence and understanding between both sides, and now the 
Council is called to consider other questions of a more general 
nature affecting the industry. 

I look forward with confidence to further developments which 
will benefit all connected with the industry, and we shall look 
to the British Commercial Gas Association, which has given 
me a very welcome opportunity of addressing you, to find ever 
increasing markets for the greater output which complete co- 
operation between employer and employed will produce. 
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COKE OVEN 


MANAGERS’ 


ASSOCIATION. 


Annual Dinner. 


The Annual Dinner of the Coke Oven Managers’ Associa- 
tion, held at the Hotel Great Central, London, N.W., on 
Thursday, Oct. 31, was a highly successful function. The 
Association entertained as its chief guest Mr. Ben Turner, 
M.P. (H.M. Secretary for Mines), while other guests included 
Sir David Milne-Watson, D.L., LL.D., and the Presidents of 
a number of societies whose work is closely allied with that of 
the Association, including Mr. C. S. Shapley, the President 
of the Institution of Gas Rndisews. The only regret was that 
Mr. A. H. Middleton, of Consett, the Association’s President, 
was prevented by illness from attending; and Mr. G. Crisp, 
the first President of the Association, occupied the Chair. 

Mr. Ben TuRNER, proposing the toast of ‘‘ The Coke Oven 
Managers’ Association,’’ commented upon the enormous 
growth of the coking industry during the lifetime of those living 
to-day, which growth had impelled those in charge of coke 
ovens to organize themselves into this Association. 
course, an Association established for the promotion of the 
well-being of those engaged in this mighty industry, but he 
hoped, and felt sure, that it was also an organization existing 
for the betterment of industrial and commercial relationships. 
He was glad also that it had its educational interests; in these 
days it was very desirable that those who were controlling, 
guiding, and developing industries such as the coke oven in- 
dustry should not only devote proper attention to their own 
interests, but should also look ahead and endeavour to prepare 
for'the conditions which would have to be met ten, twenty, or 
even fifty years hence. The coke oven plants in the kingdom 
were guided and controlled by men who were fitted by scientific 
education to get the best from the coal they had to treat. He 
considered. that the coke ovens and bye-product plants in 


general were marvels of scientific development, and their opera- | 


tion was of benefit to the coal trade and of benefit to the nation 
at large. 

Discussing the use of coke oven gas for town purposes, he 
said that the local authority at Ossett had bought a gas-works 
some thirty years ago, and at that time it appeared to be a very 
profitable venture. In fact, the gas-works had paid until mid- 
way through the great war, when they had become, like so 
many other gas-works, unprofitable. Gas was no longer manu- 
factured at these works, however, and the town was being 
supplied with surplus gas from a coke oven plant three miles 
distant. That was because the scientists had shown them how 
to do these things. 

The eoke oven plants were at present ancillary to the coal 
producing undertakings, and it was contended in certain circles 
that the two might safely and wisely be run together in order 
that the joint undertaking might be made profitable. It was 


It was, of | 


not possible for anyone such as himself to indicate for the 
moment what the Government’s proposals were in regard to 
the coal industry, The pooled intelligence of all engaged in 
the industry, and the sympathy of those outside it, were needed 
to reclaim this mighty second basic industry of the land. He 
trusted that at some time this mighty industry might accept 
the advice given in the Mond-Turner declaration, and appoint 
a joint industrial council, which would devise means by which 
those who owned and worked the plants could be benefited. 


GROWTH OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


The CHairMan responded. After thanking Mr. Turner for 
the manner in which he had proposed the toast, he apologized 
for the absence of Mr. Middleton, the” President; he regretted 
that the President’s absence was due to illness, and wished him 
a speedy and complete return to normal health. The service 
rendered by Mr. Middleton to the Association, he added, was 
unequalled by that of any other member, and his inability to 
preside at this function must have been as keen a disappoint- 
ment to him as it was to the members generally. i 

Reviewing briefly the past work of the Association, the Chair- 
man said that, as its first President, he could look back on its 
early struggles, and feel intense pride—which he knew was 
shared by all—in the remarkable progress subsequently made. 
The Association was formed in 1915,.and was looked upon 
with considerable suspicion by nearly everybody at that time. 
Owners seemed to regard it as another trade union coming to 
worry them; workmen had openly charged the members of the 
Association with meeting together for the purpose of planning 
schemes to combat their efforts to bring about improved condi- 
tions; other scientific organizations either regarded it as of 
small account or merely tolerated it. To-day, however, thal 
state of affairs had changed. Owners and their representa 
tives: admitted that the interchange of knowledge and ideas 
which the meetings of the Association had made possible, and 
the interest stimulated, had tended to increase the efficiency of 
the operation of plants.. Workmen had taken a live and in- 
telligent interest in its proceedings and papers, as recorded in 
the Technical Press; and. kindred-societies had accepted the 
members of.the Association as worthy companions, not mere!y 
because of their specialized knowledge of coal technolo y, but 
also because they had men in their ranks whose qualifications 
were second to none in the country. For much of the progress 
that had been made, the Association was indebted | the 
Technical Press, which had always been ready and w:!'1nj 
give prominence to its papers; and generally assist by. advice. 

With regard to the coke oven industry, he said that, 
wishing to appear pessimistic, he was apprehensive ki 
future. The coking plants of this country were, spe ing 
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worth while, so that much money had been saved—and money 
saved was money earned. He urged upon the coal industry, 
and particularly the coal carbonizing industries, the need for 
much greater endeavour in regard to research. 

Emphasizing the importance of encouraging collaboration 
and co-operation among the various technical bodies, he sug- 
gested that more joint meetings might be arranged. Some pro- 
gress had already been made in this direction, as, for example, 
in the holding of conferences under the zegis of the Joint Com- 
mittee of the Fuel Section of the Society of Chemical Industry, 
the Institution of Gas Engineers, the Institute of Fuel, and the 
Coke Oven Managers’ Association. As the result of the work 
of that Committee the standardization of tar tests had been 
accomplished. 

Discussing publicity, he pointed out that the amount of 
technical literature that technical men were expected to read 
nowadays was becoming so great that it was difficult for them 
to find time to deal with it. Therefore, he suggested that the 
kindred societies should co-operate in a scheme the object of 
which would be to provide abstracts of information of common 
interest, and distribute those abstracts to the members of all 
the societies co-operating, without in any way impairing the 
efficiency of the individual societies, 


PuRE AND APPLIED SCIENCE. 


Prof. Henry Louis, M.A., D.Sc., F.1.C. (President of the 
Iron and Steel Institute, and an Hon. Member of the Coke 
Oven Managers’ Association), responding to the toast, said Mr. 
Green had very wisely limited the toast to those kindred socie- 
ties which were represented at that function, but he himself 
took a rather wider view of the subject. Indeed, he was rather 
appalled by the magnitude of the task of speaking en behalf 
of the kindred societies, because every branch of science and 
technology was represented by one or more societies, and it was 
difficult to think of any one of the subjects treated by them 
that had not some point of contact with coke manufacture. 
Yet, strangely enough, the development of the scientific side of 
the coking industry was of quite modern growth. 

But that was only half the story. Sir Alfred Ewing, in his 
magnificent address on the occasion of the centenary cele- 
brations of the Institution of Civil Engineers last year, had 
pointed out that, great as had been the assistance that techno- 
logy had received from science, science had also been helped 
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forward in equal degree by the work of the technologist; the 
latter had placed at the disposal of the scientist better app iances 
and instruments for prosecuting research, while at the same 
time many researches instituted for purely economic purposes 
had helped ultimately to advance scientific knowledge in no 
small degree. Pure science and applied science were thuis con. 
tinually assisting each other. Pure science remained pure 
science only until the technologist had found some me.ins of 
applying it, and the pure science of to-day was the <pplied 
science of to-morrow. 

Mr. G. T. Purves, F.1.C., A.I.Mech.E., proposing the toast 
of “ Allied Industries,’’ pointed out some of the difficulties 
which coke oven managers had to face. The coke oven in. 
dustry had contact with the coal industry. Mr. Turner had 
suggested that the two might be welded more closely toyether, 
but in his (Mr. Purves’) view, the close contact between the 
coal industry and the bye-product coking industry had retarded 
the development of the latter. Fundamentally there was no 
point of contact between the two. He believed that they would 
not achieve the best development of bye-product coking until it 
was absolutely free from the coal industry. The coking in. 
dustry was far more closely in contact with the blast furnace 
industry. 

Mr. W. J. Garpner (President of the Ceramic Society), re- 
sponding, said that for a number of years he and his colleagues 
had devoted their efforts to the production of the best refrac. 
tories for the coking and gas industries particularly. During 
the war the demand for refractories for use in the making of 
war materials had encouraged the Government to secure the 
services of men such as Dr. Mellor, Prof. Cobb, Mr. Rees, and 
others connected with their colleagues and universities. They 
had done remarkable work, and from that time every endeavour 
had been made to understand the technique of the subject in a 
way in which perhaps it was not understood previously. He 
believed it would be admitted that the manufacturers of refrac- 
tories had made some strides in the direction of producing 
suitable materials for use in the coking industry. 

Mr. J. W. Kirksy (Chairman of the Northern Section of the 
Coke Oven Managers’ Association) proposed the toast of ‘‘ The 
Guests,’’ and Prof. H. V. A. Briscor, D.Sc., F.1.C. (Head of 
the Chemical Department, Director of the Northern Coke Re- 
search Department, Armstrong College, University of Durham, 
and an Hon. Member of the Association), responded. 





PAPERS AND REPORTS. 


RUBBER BELTS: AERATION OF GAS BURNERS: STANDARDIZATION OF APPLIANCES: 
LOW-TEMPERATURE CARBONIZATION. 


The Report of the Sub-Committee on Coke of the Car- 
bonization Committee of the American Gas Association includes 
an interesting note by Mr. J. E. Cooper, General Superinten- 
dent of the Gas Department of the Utica Gas and Electric 
Company, on ‘‘ Recent Improvements in the Art of Mechanic- 
ally Handling, Sizing, and Screening Coke.”’ He refers to the 
improvements in rubber-covered conveying belts. Recently, he 
observes, rubber belts have been offered with a rubber tensile 
strength of from 3500 to 4000 lIbs., and belts are generally 
graded from this class, as a maximum, to about 1000 lbs., or 
lower, as a minimum, so that it is now possible for the engi- 
neer to pick out the most economical belt for any particular 
service and be able to determine fairly accurately the results 
which he will obtain from each grade of belting. 

The use of a breaker strip in the belt is becoming more and 
more standard practice by the better manufacturers, and it is 
to be hoped that in the near future some standard practice 
will be adopted in regard to the use of safety factors for the 
various weights of canvas duck, thus placing each belt manu- 
factured on a uniform design basis. A duplex system of canvas 
and rubber belting has been brought out with very good suc- 
This consists of a canvas belt which is used as a power 
belt to transmit the load, and a separate rubber belt, used as 
a wear sheet, is carried on top of the canvas belt, on which 
the material rides. This rubber wear sheet is somewhat 
thicker than a regular conveyor belt cover and, since it is 
under no tension whatever, should naturally last much longer 
than standard belting. 

A great diversity of opinion seems to exist as to the most 
economical belt speeds, most experts being divided into two 
classes. The first class limit belt speeds to about 250 ft. per 
minute and obtain their capacity by regulating the width of 
their belts. Their claims for this relatively slow speed is that the 
belts wear much longer, due to less tearing action where the 
material is delivered to the belt, and less degradation of 
material at the discharge, due to.slower speed. The other class 
approve of speeds as high as 450 ft. per minute. However, 
with this design much more attention must be given to feeders 
and discharge chutes, in order to reduce tear on the belts and 
breakage of the material. 

Idler pulleys are being offered in a great number of designs, 


cess. 


manufactured with special abrasion resisting materials, such 
as chilled cast iron, charcoal iron, or special trade name 
materials. One of the better designs calls for a rubber surface 
vuleanized to the cast-iron surface which comes in contact 
with the belt and thereby resists wear to a remarkable degree. 
In locations where power can be saved by the use of ball-bear- 
ing idlers, these are being offered as standard equipment. 

A great amount of belt wear is caused by improperly feeding 
the coke to a fast moving belt. This is especially true at the 
coke wharf, so that considerable study is being given to this 
feature, but as yet no generally approved method has been ac- 
cepted. One coke wharf is equipped with inclined chutes (one 
every 3 ft.) which deliver the coke in the direction of belt travel 
and act as feeders when the wharf gates are open. Another 
plant has a travelling car arranged to be spotted in front of the 
gate to be opened and which feeds coke to the belt in the direc- 
tion of belt travel. 


AN ATTEMPT AT STANDARDIZATION. 


Mr. Edwin W. Ely, Chief of the Division of Simplified 
Practice, U.S. Bureau of Standards, discussed simplified 
practice in the gas appliance industry. For the gas under- 
takings, he says, stoves are a means to an end. However, it 
is part of the gas companies’ public relations activities to see 
to it that its patrons receive not only a steady flow of gas, but 
also efficient devices for utilizing the gas. If a stove sustains 
interrupted or discontinued used for whatever reason, le>s gas 
than normally will be burned. The difficulty of replacing a 
broken gas cock, an oven door handle, or a length of pipe, 
may be at the bottom of a falling-off in gas consumption. 

There may be extant hundreds of sizes of handles, or there 
may be only one size of handle made in a thousand variations 
in respect of thread diameter and pitch. This not only con- 
fuses the owner of the stove, but it is a source of annoyance 
to the purveyors of gas, especially in those instances where 4 
consumer moves his stove from the jurisdiction of one ga com- 
pany to that of another. 

A stove is a combination of elements, such as legs, 
cocks, pipes, bolts, machine screws, &c., each of which is 
produced in a multitude of different sizes and variet' s if 
the American Gas Association is thinking seriously of ‘mplifi- 
cation, the initial step might best be confined to one more 
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of these elements rather than extended to include the entire 
cooking unit. o> 

A questionnaire to all the manufacturers would elicit the 
needed facts concerning production and sale, upon which to 
build a recommendation. Should it become apparent that 
% p.ct. of the demand (for example) for the item being studied 
is concentrated upon 20 p.et. of the variety offered, then it could 
be determined which varieties of that item are rarely demanded 
and therefore superfluous. A list could then be devised that 
contains only those sizes, &c., which the industry desires to 
retain because of the outstanding demand they enjoy. That 
jist would constitute the agenda for a general conference of all 
interests, and would be the data finally submitted to all con- 
cerned (gas companies, manufacturers, and others) for signed 
acceptances. ; : 

The Simplified Practice Recommendation, bearing the names 
of all who had recorded their signed acceptance, would then 
be published by the Department of Commerce and made avail- 
able to everyone who has any interest whatever in gas stoves. 
The schedule, as printed, and bearing a definite effective date, 
would be placed in care of a Standing Committee (composed 
of representatives of the manufacturers of stoves, distributors, 
and users) of the industry for study and revision once every 
twelve months. Thus the list would be constantly flexible in 
the hands of the industry, and ever susceptible of being altered 
to conform with current conditions, new invention, and develop- 
ment of the art of stove design. 

With such a programme successfully launched, it would be 
practicable for the gas industry to develop similar recommen- 
dations covering others of the many commodities produced and 
used by the trade. In the course of time, much of the dead 
wood could be disposed of, and a great deal of ‘ frozen 
capital ’’ released for more constructive purposes. 


AERATION OF GAS BURNERS. 


Messrs. O. L. Kowalke and N. H. Ceagske, of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, presented a lengthy paper on the aeration of 
gas burners. The following conclusions are drawn from their 
experiments : 

1. For any given burner there is an optimum position of the 
orifice with respect to the throat of the injecting tube where 
the maximum of air entrainment and of pressure developed 
in the manifold is realized. 

2. The entrainment of air in the injecting tube of a burner 
varies approximately as the square root of the density. 

3. The entrainment of air in any given burner is constant 
for a given density of jet gas, and is independent of the pres- 
sure on the jet. Once the burner is set correctly for a given 
gas, the ratio of air entrained to the gas flowing from a jet 
will remain the same. 

4. The pressure in the manifold of a burner varies directly 
with changes in the line pressure of the jet, but is independent 
of the density of the jet gas. 

5. The pressure developed in the manifold is dependent on 
the ratios of the area of the orifice to that of the throat, and 
the ratio of the area of the throat to that of the ports. 

6. It would seem that there can be no constant relationship 
between the area of the throat and that of the port which would 
apply to all burners; but that this relationship will change, 
depending on the ratio of the area of the orifice to that of the 
throat, the requirements of the air-gas ratio, and the pressures 
on the jet and in the burner manifold. 

7. The scope of the tests includes only the relationships ap- 
pertaining to the aeration of the burner. No conclusions can 
be drawn respecting the size of individual ports to meet the 
requirements for proper linear velocity of the combustible mix- 
ture through the ports. 

The authors point out that the results of the tests may be ap- 
plied definitely only to an injecting tube of the form used in the 
experiments. 


Low-TEMPERATURE CARBONIZATION. 


_In the Report of the Sub-Committee on New Coal Process- 
ing Mc thods, the subject of low-temperature carbonization is 
dealt with as follows: 

During the past several years a voluminous literature on 
the various processes for low-temperature carbonization of coal 
has been published in trade magazines, books, and scientific 
publications. It has been contended by some that much of this 
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The chief criticism of most of these articles 
perhaps, be that the major emphasis has been placed 
mechanics of the process and insufficient information 
1 given on the economic aspects. It is desirable, there- 
summarize briefly some of the more obvious situations 
conomic conditions are such that a low-temperature 
might be profitable. This should give a better under- 

of the future possibilities of this method of processing 

he United States. 

1t to be assumed from the above statements that there 

d for discussion of the mechanics of the various pro- 

for improvements in their operating characteristics. 

designed rather to point out the very necessary, but 
ieglected, fact that unfavourable economic conditions 
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may cause the failure of the most efficiently designed and 
operated plant. 

In general, it may be said that there are four possible 
economic situations where low-temperature carbonization pro- 
cesses may give a satisfactory return on the investment. 
These situations will be discussed briefly in order to show 
economic limitations which may prevent the successful opera- 
tion of a low-temperature carbonization process. 

1. In certain localities where a free-burning smokeless fuel 
for domestic purposes finds a ready market, it may be econo- 
mically feasible to operate a low-temperature process to pro- 
duce such a fuel, providing satisfactory credits may be obtained 
from the gas and tar. In general, the gas from such a process 
will be a high B.Th.U. gas and should find its best market 
as an enriching agent for blue water gas or a lean coal gas. 
Hence, this type of plant makes it almost necessary to have a 
public utility company interested either as a part ,owner or 
on a long-time contract to take the high B.Th.U. gas. Local 
agencies, perhaps those of the gas company or local fuel 
dealers, would dispose of a portion of the coke in the local 
market. The backers of the low-temperature project would 
have to maintain a considerable sales organization to dispose 
of the balance of the coke in other markets. The tar could 
be disposed of to refiners or, if the plant was of sufficient size, 
it might be profitable to work up the low-temperature tar in 
finished or semi-finished products. In general, a regular and 
substantial income from tar and gas would be essential, or 
the sales price of the coke would become prohibitively high. 

2. Another set of conditions which may provide a satisfactory 
economic situation for the operation of a low-temperature car- 
bonization plant, or more properly a complete gasification plant, 
is where a large manufacturing plant requires a cheap gas 
for heating operations such as are met in glass manufacturing, 
steel treating, automobile manufacturing, &c. In such a case 
the coal would be carbonized under low-temperature conditions 
to give the highest yield of tar, and the char would be converted 
into blue water gas or producer gas in the same or a separate 
piece ‘of equipment. Conditions necessary for profit from such 
a plant are a local source of cheap high-volatile coal; a gas- 
using plant having a good daily and annual load factor; a 
price for the gas equal to the price of competing fuels; and a 
market for the tar at prices slightly higher than prevailing 
prices for high-temperature tar. 

3. A third economic situation for profitable low-temperature 
carbonization may be found at mines where a company has 
available large supplies of non-commercial sizes of high-volatile 
coal. In this case the’coal, which would have a value of -75 
cents to $1 per ton, could be treated by a low-temperature 
process to make a coke or briquette which should find a market 
as a free-burning smokeless fuel-for domestic purposes. Such 
a process would give a high yield of low-temperature tar, and 
this tar would have to be marketed at a fair price, as it would 
be one of the main credits to the plant. The gas would be 
used up in the process to carry on the carbonizing operation, 
or might be sold for industrial use or to a distributing gas com- 
pany not too distant. 

4. A fourth possibility for successful economic operation of 
a low-temperature process may be in combination with a steam 
plant. There are at least two modifications which may be 
satisfactory in this case. The first is the carbonization of 
powdered coal to produce a powdered semi-coke for firing the 
boiler. Such a plant would produce a large yield of low- 
temperature tar for sale and a considerable volume of high 
B.Th.U. gas suitable for enriching gas for city distribution. 
The second possibility is the production of a domestic low-tem- 
perature coke and the use of the semi-coke fines and the sur- 
plus gas for firing power-plant boilers. In this latter 
scheme the coke would be completely utilized most advan- 
tageously, since the portion sold for domestic fuel would be 
in the most acceptable form, while there would be no necessity 
for any special treatment of the fines, since they could be 
burned directly under the boilers. The tar would represent an 
important credit to the process. 

Inasmuch as almost any low-temperature process is depen- 
dent to a large extent for financial success on the tar credits, 
it is always well to consider this phase of the subject most 
critically. In general, any low-temperature process must give 
a much higher yield of tar than is obtained in a high-tempera- 
ture process. This tar is quite different in composition from 
high-temperature tar, and for this reason a separate or modi- 
fied market will have to be devoloped in order to obtain the 
maximum credits. Such a tar can become of greatest use 
and value only in the fields of chemical industry. 

Low-temperature tar may become the raw material for a 
very large number of organic chemicals. Research work is 
being done by several of the larger companies in the develop- 
ment of chemical markets for such a tar, and it seems safe 
to assume that low-temperature tar to-day will command a 
higher price than it did a year ago. As this price continues 
to advance, more and more the possibilities for low-tempera- 
ture processes will open up. However, -it must be remem- 
bered in all cases, that, without a satisfactory market for the 
other products formed in the process, no low-temperature 
scheme can become a paying investment. 
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MATTHEWS’ SYPHON FOR GASHOLDERS. 


A syphon which will take away excess rain water from the 
cups of gasholders must admittedly be advantageous in main- 
taining the appearance of a holder from discoloration of the 
paint, and in allaying corrosion set up by rain water over- 
flowing haphazard down the holder sheets. This has been 
achieved by Mr. Matthews, of Chertsey. It is claimed that the 
syphon is essential, where there has been oil treatment of the 
holder for preservation purposes, to prevent the oil from the 
cups overflowing during rainy weather, and to keep constant 
level. Even where no oil film is in use, the syphon fitted pre- 
vents the unsightly and corrosive overflow. 

The Matthews syphon, which is made of aluminium, is of 
simple construction; it rests,on the top of the grips, so that 
there is no necessity to drill the holder sheets. The illustra- 
tions show the simplicity of construction and the method of 
working. The syphon has been used in some instances for ten 
years, where there has been no question of its automatic action. 
It is supplied by Messrs. Alexander Duckham & Co., Ltd., who 
for many years past have made a special study of the question 
of holder preservation. Holders built entirely of steel necessi- 
tate some method of preservation, and it must be remembered 
that once oil is there corrosive action cannot take place. 

This syphon economizes the use of oil as a preservative to a 
very large degree, providing that the requisite number of 
syphons per lift have been fitted. The following is worked out 
for maximum rainfall in the British Isles : 

100 ft. diameter lift. 1 syphon 


140 ,, : ; 2 syphons 


170 : : ‘ 3 syphons 
+ syphons 


200, 
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RETORT 


RECONSTRUCTION 


AT BELFAST. 


[From “ West’s Gas”] 


GENERAL VIEW OF COKE TELPHERAGE 


The accomplishment of the recently-booked contract for the 
reconstruction on the new model of ‘‘ C ’’ bench of the Belfast 
installation of Glover-West vertical retorts will mark the climax 
of a policy which is a classic instance of advantage taken of 
the great economy in ground space inherent in the continuous 
system of carbonization in vertical retorts. This policy was 
initiated in 1911, when the contract was placed with West’s 
Gas Improvement Company for the erection of vertical retorts 
capable of producing 23 million c.ft. of gas per day, which was 
followed in the next year by a contract for another installation, 
of a daily capacity of 53 million c.ft. In 1923, the reconstruc- 
tion on the new model was commenced with ‘‘ A ”’ and ‘“‘ B”’ 
benches of the first installation, resulting in increasing their 
joint daily capacity to 53 millions. ‘* D”’ bench followed in 
1927, and, with the reconstruction of ‘‘ C ’’ bench, the total 
daily gas-making capacity will be 16} million c.ft. The area 
occupied by these retort houses is 19,570 sq. ft., giving a daily 
gas-making capacity of over 840 c.ft. per sq. ft. of ground area, 
a figure which compares more than favourably with that for 
any carbonizing plant within our knowledge. 

Benches “‘ A” and “‘ B ”’ together make up the first installa- 
tion of Glover-West vertical retorts. Originally each of these 
two benches contained five settings of the old 27-in. by 10}-in. 
retorts, eight retorts to a setting, the whole installation, there- 
fore, comprising eighty retorts. In the process of reconstruc- 
tion, these were replaced by modern retorts 33 in. by 10 in. at 
the top and with a bell-shaped expansion at the base for the 
improvement of the steaming process. Each bench is served 
by a powerful double-roll coal breaker, which reduces coal to a 





SYSTEM AND VERTICAL RETORT PLANT. 


grade suitable for carbonization and feeds it into an endless line 
of gravity bucket conveyor which passes up the end of each 
bench, along its length at the top, dumping the coal into 
storage bunkers above the retorts, and returning by the same 
route. The coke discharged at the base of the retorts is carried 
away in West’s coke conveyors, transported to automatic skip 
fillers at the end of the retort house, and received and carried 
away to hoppers, screens, and storage ground by means of a 
system of telpherage. A fuel-gas producer of the step-grate 
pattern serves each setting, and waste heat in the flue gases 
passing to the chimney is reclaimed by waste-heat boilers in 
which steam is raised for steaming the retorts, power genera- 
tion, and general works purposes. 

The second installation, comprising benches ‘‘ C ” and ‘** D,” 
is directly adjacent to the first in a longitudinal direction. Ten 
settings of eight retorts each are contained in each bench. In 
the case of bench “‘ D,”’ as in ‘‘ A” and “ B,’’ 33-in. by 10-in. 
new model steaming retorts have replaced the earlier pattern, 
and the same will apply to the reconstruction of bench “ C,” 
about to be put in hand. 

The details of the reconstruction follow very closely those 
described in the brochure issued in connection with the visit of 
the Institution of Gas Engineers to Belfast in June, 1923, and 
published in the ‘‘ Journar,”? Vol. 163, p. 80. Among the 
differences is the system of waste-heat recovery, which in the 
case of both ‘‘D” and ‘‘ C”’ benches takes the form of the 
induced-draught, fire-tube boiler, perfected by Messrs. Spencer- 
Bonecourt for this purpose. The contract also includes for the 
provision of a 300-kw. steam-driven electric generating set in 
order to make the best possible use of the waste heat recovered. 





PROGRESS OF GAS LIGHTING. 


From a Report issued by the Papers Committee of the 
Illuminating Engineering Society. 


There are various developments in the field of gas lighting 
worthy of record, particularly in connection with street-lighting 
‘quipment. A feature has been the use of multiple-mantle 
burners, either arranged symmetrically round a centre or 


mounted more or less in a straight line. Such burners have 
been successfully applied, together with reflectors of the specu- 
lar or prismatic type, and should prove of assistance to public 
lighting authorities in carrying into effect the requirements 
embodied in the British Standard Specification for Street 
Lighting. The publication of this specification has caused at- 
tention to be directed to methods of increasing the minimum 
illumination of streets by means of directive refractors. A 
notable case is furnished by Doncaster, where Mr. R. Watson, 
by using refracting plates, has brought several existing in- 
Stallations within the specification, and has greatly improved 
the general effect. The use of cluster and line fittings has also 
been extended. 

Continued progress has been made in domestic lighting 
fquipment, more particularly in the production of well-designed 





but inexpensive gas burners. These burners, which can be 
obtained with superheaters, are now widely used, and accuracy 
in their manufacture is being insisted upon and achieved. 
Several new patterns of decorative semi-indirect lamps for in- 
terior use have been introduced. The use of non-corroding 
platings and alloys for gas fittings, such as pendants, brackets, 
&c., has also been the subject of experiment, and seems likely 
to lead to considerable improvement. The use of artificial 
silk for the manufacture of mantles is becoming increasingly 
usual, with beneficial results. The gas industry has been co- 
operating with electrical organizations in the standardization 
of sizes of globes and heat-resisting properties of glass. 

New forms of distance control have been introduced, notably 
one type based on the Bowden-wire principle, which may be 
expected to popularize this feature of gas lighting. 


> 
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Southern Association of Gas Engineers and Managers.—A 
General Meeting of the Association will be held on Friday, 
Nov. 22, at 2.15 p.m. at the Hotel Cecil, Strand, under the 
Presidency of Mr. W. E. Dean. Mr. F. J..Pearce, of Mill Hill, 
will present a paper on ‘‘ Some Notes on the Complete Gasi- 
fication Plant at Mill Hill.’’ At the termination of the meet- 
ing, afternoon tea will be served. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We are not responsible for opinions expressed by Correspondents. ] 


Safety Device for Gas Burners. 


Sir,—Having read your report referring to the inquiries into 
accidental gas poisoning, I wish to inform you that for some time 
past I have devoted my time to designing a small safety device to 
prevent accidental escape of gas from the fittings used for house- 
hold lighting. 

This device can be fitted to existing burners, and, if the supply 
cock is accidentally turned or left on, it prevents any passage of gas 
through the burner until a naked flame is applied in the ordinary 
way. This flame actuates the safety device automatically, allowing 
the gas to pass through, thereby getting the desired illumination. 
If the gas is turned off and on again, it is impossible to obtain 
any gas through the burner, unless a naked flame is again applied, 
thereby illuminating and rendering the gas harmless from a poison- 
ing point of view. This device, with slight modifications, can also 
be applied to gas cookers. 

The maximum cost of manufacture of this mechanism, in quanti- 
ties, would be about one penny each, and it would bring gas lighting 
for household purposes to the same level of safety as electricity. 
If any of the gas undertakings are interested in this matter, further 
particulars may be had on application to the address below. I am 
an engineering designer by profession, and I can assure you that 
this device is practical and is designed to meet all requirements. 
Mavfield Road, S. Howarp. 
Plaistow, E. 13, 

Oct. 1929. 


9, 


39, 


tin, 





Repairing Gasholders in Action. 


Sik,—A_ correspondent in the ‘* Journat’’ recently asked for 
suggested methods of repairing a gasholder tank which was leaking. 
May we draw his attention to our repair bolt advertised in the 
‘*Gas JournaL’”’ Calendar and Directory, which can be used for 
stopping small holes or fixing plates over large areas without putting 
the tank out of action ? 

Royill Works, Royitt MANUFACTURING 

48, Royal Hill, Greenwich, S.E. 10, 
Nov. 1,°1929. 
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| PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE, 


{From Our Special Correspondents. ] 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Special Orders. 


rhe following Special Orders have been laid before the H: 
referred to the Special Orders Committee: Bilston Gas Li; 
Coke Company; Gravesend and Milton Gas Light Company ; 
District Gas Company; Ipswich Gas Light Company; Pres 
Company; Sandown Gas and Coke Company, Ltd.; Sut 
Company. ; 

The East Hull Gas Order, which was laid before the Hou 
to the Summer Recess, also stands referred to the Special 
Committee. 

The Special Orders Committee met on Nov. 5 to consider 
St. Edmunds Gas Order and the Horsham Gas Order. 

Plans have been. deposited under section 10 of the Gas Reg 
Act, 1920, in respect of the Farnham Gas Order. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Special Orders. 


The following Special Orders have been presented to the House an 
ordered to lie upon the table; Bilston Gas Light and Coke Company; 
Gravesend and Milton Gas Light Company; Horley District 
Company; Ipswich Gas Light Company; Prescot Gas Compa 
Sandown Gas and Coke Company, Ltd.; Sutton Gas Company. 





Gas 


ny; 


Debate on Profit-Sharing. 


Mr. A. N. Skelton, Conservative M.P. for Perth, having drawn a 
place in the Ballot for Private Members’ Motions, has given notice 
of his intention to move a Resolution on Nov. 20 calling attention to 
the social and economic value of industrial co-partnership and _profit- 
sharing. 
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LEGAL INTELLIGENCE. 





WATERLESS GASHOLDER COMPANY, LTD. 


Petition for Extension of Patents. 


In the Chancery Division, before Mr. Justice Luxmore, the hearing 
was commenced on Tuesday, Oct. 29, of an action by John le 
Boutillier, Ltd., of 13, Rood Lane E.C., and the Waterless Gasholder 
Company, Ltd., of the same address, in which they petitioned for 
an extension of letters patent relating to waterless holders. Peti- 
tioners’ case was that they were interested as assignees or licensees 
under each of the following letters patent: No. 16,184, of 1914, dated 
Sept. 4, 1913, for *‘ Improvements in and relating to Gasholders ; ”’ 
No. 16,472, of 1914, dated Oct. 25, 1913, for ** Improvements in and 
relating to the Erection of Gasholders with Disc-Shaped Closing 
Members ; No. 16,473, of 1914, dated Sept. 2, 1914, for “* Improve- 
ments in and relating to Packing and Sealing Means for Gasholders 
having a Dise-Shaped Closing Member or Crown.’’ Each of the 
patents was originally granted the Maschinenfabrik Augsburg- 
Nurnberg A.G., of Nurnberg, Bavaria. They asked the Court to ex- 
tend the patents for another ten years. It was stated that four other 
petitioners had retired from the proceedings. 

the Hon. Starrorp Cripps, K.C., appeared for the petitioners, 
and stated that the Maschinenfabrik Augsburg-Nurnberg A.G., were 
the inventors of a type of gasholder and of improved methods of 
erecting and manufacturing it. These inventions were entirely new 
and of great utility. Owing to the outbreak of war in 1914, the letters 
patent, being then owned by alien enemies, came under the control 
the British Government. On Sept. 14, 1923, a preliminary com- 
mercial agreement was, by order of the Board of Trade, entered 
into between the Maschinenfabrik Augsburg-Nurnberg A.G. (called 
**M.A.N.”’) and the Tankless Gasholder Company, Ltd., but the 
negotiations failed, and the agreement was never executed. How- 
ever, on March 16, 1925, John le Boutillier, Ltd., having agreed with 
**M.A.N.”’ for an assignment of the letters patent, the consent of 
the Board of Trade was secured, with certain provisions which the 


to 


ul 


assignees had observed. 

fhe Waterless Gasholder Company, Ltd., added Counsel, 
registered in April, 1927, with the object of exploiting inventions 
that formed the subject of the licences. The Company had a capital 
of £5000 in £1 shares, the whole of which were issued for cash; 
ros. on each share having been paid. Every effort had been made 
to procure orders, and large sums, amounting in all to over £20,000, 
had bee spent on special plant for the erection of the holders. Some 
difficulty had been experienced in persuading users to depart from 


was 


the old type, and, at present, only thirteen waterless holders had 
been ordered in this country, of which three had been completed. 

But for the efforts of the petitioners, it was improbable that th 
industry of constructing this type of gasholder would ever have been 
introduced into this country; and, by so doing, the petitioners had 
provided employment for British labour, and would continue to do 
so. They were willing to agree that, in the case of all hol 
manufactured here, British materials would be used to the fullest 
extent. In the circumstances, the petitioners asked for an extension 
of the letters patent giving them an exclusive right of exercising and 
vending the inventions for another ten years,.alleging that unless they 
had that right for at least another five years, they would not | 
reimbursed and remunerated for their past efforts. 

[he opposition to the petition came from Dry Gasholders, Ltd., 
private Company formed in December, The petitioners had 
introduced a new industry into this country; and although it 
quite true they knew there was a chance of the patents expiri 
1929, they also knew that there was a possibility of their estab 
ing a business around an exceptional invention, with the result 
the patents might be extended, seeing that the gas industry had 
revolutionized. 

Evidence was then heard at length. 


1927. 


that 
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RIVER POLLUTION AT LLANDRINDOD WELLS. 
Gas Company Fined. 


rhe case brought by the Wye Fishery Board against the LI ndrin- 
dod Wells Gas Company, who are alleged to have caused certain 
poisonous liquid to flow into the River Ithon, poisoning th sands 
of fish, at Wells 
magistrates on Nov. 2 (Dr. J. Morcan Evans in the Chair). 
For the prosecution, Mr, A. J. Lone, Birmingham 


rs. H 


was resumed a special sitting of the Llandrindod 


Counsel were: 
(instructed by Messrs. Gwyn James & Son, Hereford); for 
fence, Mr. A. Trevor Harries, Swansea (instructed by Mé 
Oliver & Co., Llandrindod Wells). 

Dr. Wilfrid Rushton, St. Thomas’s Hospital Medical School, Lon- 
don, asked why it was that no coarse fish were poisoned, replied 
that trout and salmon-parr were much more sensitive to poi an 
coarse fish. 

Frederick William Croxton, Manager of the Gas-Works, said 
pipes which carried the ammoniacal fluid to the place where 
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disposed of, burst last February just over the little stream where it 
was most exposed to the weather. One of the workmen repaired 
the pipe by putting in a small piece which had a plug screwed into 
That plug was rusted and had never been moved. Nothing was 
nped through the pipe during the week ended Aug. 24, as the 


Gilbert Lewis, the workman who repaired the pipe, corroborated, 
and said there was no leak of any consequence after the repair. 

The Cuarrman (Dr. J. Morgan Evans) said that by a majority 
they found the case proved, and had decided to impose a fine of £10. 


Mr. Lone asked for substantial costs, saying the Wye Board had 


tanks were not full. 


os 


been put to considerable expense, and the bench awarded 25 guineas. 


2~ 
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REGISTER OF PATENTS. 


Waterless Gasholders.—_No. 307,403. 
WacGner, R., of 
March 6, 


*harlotte nburg. 


March 6, 


Pr 
Berlin-( 


No. 7308; 1929. Convention date: 1928. 


the 


dise 


Ihe patentee, in view of weight am rigidity necessary in the 
of and lantern of holder, to substitute for a 
omplete roof a ring projecting only partly over the the re- 
being merely covered with a net or lattice work will 

and will offer no re sistance to the passage ol 
Syphons are provided to lead off accumulated water 


a large pro] oses 
piston ; 
nain which 


iin rain or snow 


or >. 
disc to a sump. * 


Gasholders.__No. 316,539. 
M.A.N. A. G., 


Niirnberg. 
Addition to No. 


1927.) 


(Patent of 


Nov. 23, 


20, 1929. 301,010: 


Convention date: July 30, 1928. 


his invention concerns a modification of the gasholders described 
claimed in the main patent No. 301,016 [see ‘* JourNaL,’’ vol. 
p. 41]. In the telescopic holder without water tank and cup 
with sliding seal according to the main patent, special devices 
to be provided for the supply of the lubricating and sealing 
ial to the sealing space, since the seal almost exclusively moves 
y and down with the cylindrical telescopic parts and therefore is not 
rectly accessible. 
\ccording to the present invention, the lubricating and _ sealing 
terial is supplied by pumps which are either mounted directly on 
scaffolding and at such a height that they can be con- 
ted to closable openings of a seal which lies opposite to them 
en the telescopic parts are raised, or which are mounted on the 
of the holder and are then permanently connected with the 
ure spaces by means of yielding or movable conduits. 


Valve Mechanism of Dry Meters.—No. 318,335. 
McRossiz, W., of Edinburgh. 
No. 18,7434 June 28, 1928. 


This invention relates to dry gas meters, and has for its object 
prove the construction or arrangement of the valve mechanism 
in order to meet the demand for a meter of maximum capacity for 
given dimensions. 

In dry gas meters, states the patentee, the measuring compart- 
ment includes a vibrating diaphragm, the stroke of which is limited, 
by its diameter, while the capacity of the meter depends 
upon the length of stroke and the diameter of the diaphragm. The 
liaphragm transmits its motion to an arm projecting from a vertical 
spindle in front of the diaphragm; and in order to permit the dia- 
phragm to describe a greater stroke, it is known to crank the spindle 
so that it clears the diaphragm and so that its upper and lower pivots 
or bearings are brought nearer to the medium plane of the diaphragm. 

It is usual to provide two vibrating diaphragms in each meter, and 

spindles which are oscillated by the diaphragms are con- 

by valve gear to a pair of valves which contro] the inlet and 

outlet of gas to the meter. The valve gear comprises a meter shaft 

having a single crank connected by two valve rods to the two valves, 

which are positioned so that their lines of motion are at an angle of 

90° to each other. The invention consists in decreasing the angle 

of the lines of motion between the valves below go®° to not less than 
65°, 


imp! 


inter alia, 


Stuffing Boxes for Gas Meters.— No. 319,230. 
Prenues, W. C., 
No. 


and Peesies & Co., Lrp., both of Bonnington. 


17,306; June 15, 1928. 


invention the packing of the stuffing box of a 

indle is constituted by either in its natural 
ited by heat or the like, and impregnated or not 
medium. 


Ning box proper may be of any convenient shape or size. 


¢ to this 


condi- 
with a 


- 
cork 


No. 319,427. 


Street, 


Valve Actuation. 
EYS & 
and Fryer, J. E. G., 


TD., of Victoria S.W. I, 


ot S« uth Woodford. 


GLASGOW, A 


No. 19,377; July 4, 1928. 


ntion relates to mechanism for transmitting motion from 
ting member to another, and it for 
the automatic locking of the members against other than 

return movement after they have travelled predetermined 

nd the driving effort ceases; this occurring with move- 
direction or the other or in both directions. 


has its object to 


The invention further provides, in combination with the above, 
for co-equal motion of both members for a given distance and there- 
after for a modified movement of the driven member relative to that 
of the driving member. 

The patentees point out that the mechanism, which is described in’ 
detail, is capable of various applications. For example, in specifica- 
tion No, 276,754 [see ‘* JournaL,’’ Vol. 180, p. 271] there are set 
forth the difficulties of operating counterbalanced valves of single 
or double gate type, to overcome which it is there arranged that after 
the valve has come to rest in its closed position, the momentum of 
the counterweight stresses a spring, after which the mechanism is 
automatically locked in position as by a bolt so that the pressure of 
the spring is utilized to keep the valve fluid-tight. This entails the 
hand or of the locking device to release the 
rhe operating means of such a valve can be replaced 
by mechanism according to the present invention. 


ctuation by foot 


mechanism. 


Wash Boilers.—No. 319,675. 
REDFERN, W. D., of Ilkley. 
No. 18,227; 


9<-</ 


June 23, 1928. 


rhis invention consists in the arrangement of a flame deflector 
placed in close proximity to the outside edge of the pan bottom. 

The deflector ring may be of substantial thickness—say, about 
in.—and about 2 in. in depth. The gas flame is in actual contact 
with the ring, and deflects the flame back on to the sides of the pan; 
the efficiency being, it is claimed, much improved thereby. 


| 
5 


Lighters for Coke Stoves.—No. 319,914. 
Kerrh & Biackman Co., Ltp., and Keitn, G., both of Farringdon 
Avenue, E.C. 4. 

No. 


invention relates to gas burner fittings for domestic grates, 
stoves, and the like, burning coke or other solid fuel and 
having provision for igniting the solid fuel by the flame from a 
bunsen burner fixed beneath the grate. The patentees remark that 
it is a drawback of previously known arrangements that it is possible 
to leave ‘the gas burning through inadvertence. This drawback is 
overcome by the present invention, which provides for shutting off 
the gas automatically after the solid fuel is well alight. 

In accordance with the invention there is disposed immediately 
beneath the grate bottom a thermostatic device consisting of an 
outer tube of metal with a large coefficient of expansion and an 
inner rod of low coefficient of expansion, and the difference of ex- 
pansion actuate a trip device, which, after sufficient heat 
has been radiated from the ignited coke, permits operation of a self- 
closing valve to cut off the supply of gas to the burner. To ensure 
automatic operation, the valve is self-closing under the action of a 
spring, when liberated by the trip device; the valve being of screw 
actuated type but lacking a stuffing box. 

The features are fully described and illustrated. 


26,257; Sept. 13, 1928. 
This 
boiler 


is used to 


Covers for Purifiers.—No. 319,956. 


Mixes, R., Attotr, G. W., and Newron Cuampers & Co., Ltp 
all of 


No. 29,988 ; 


Thorncliffe. 
Oct. 17, 1928. 


[his invention relates to joint-making packings for purifiers where 
comparatively high pressures have to be contended with. 

According to the present invention, the patentees propose to use a 
strip of rubber or other material of substantial section, through which 
\ hole is arranged axially to receive a rigid rod which is secured 
to the cover by means of hooks or eye-bolts the heads of which are 
placed in enlarged recesses provided at intervals along the jointing 
material, so as to lie transversely to the bore of the jointing material, 
ind thus to receive the rigid rod when, inserted into the hole in the 
the threaded stems of the bolis extending through 
holes in the cover to receive nuts or other fastenings on the outside of 
the cover. 

With this arrangement a simple gas-tight joint is provided, and 
one which may readily be made and unmade by unskilled labour 
without the joint being impaired. The fixing of the joint in the first 
place is considerably facilitated by the ease with which the rigid rod 
can be passed along the bore of the tubular strip and by the latitude, 
as regards position, allowed by the hooks or eye-bolts. 


jointing material ; 


Mouthpieces and Standpipes.—No. 319,973. 


Acpripce, F. D., of 39, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 


No. 31,958; Nov. 2, 1928. 

Phis invention relates to standpipes made in sections, each having 
a valve-controlled connection with an adjacent retort mouthpiece. 
Heretofore such sections have either been joined to the mouthpiece 
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by short branch pipes or bolted directly thereto. Provision has also 
been made at the joints between the different standpipe sections 
whereby relative movement of the sections is permitted to compensate 
for the expansion of the heated brickwork. 

Now this invention has for its object to provide a construction of 
retort mouthpiece and standpipe which will reduce the cost of manu- 
facture with constructions, and consists in 
forming the standpipe sections integral with their respective adjacent 
retort mouthpieces. The joints between the different sections of th« 
standpipe may be of the spigot and socket type; and if desired the 
halves of the sockets may be made detachable to facilitate erection, 
or the adjacent ends of different sections may simply abut and be 
closed at the joints by jointing sleeves of flexible material. 


as compared previous 


inn 


APPLICATIONS FOR PATENTS. 


[Extracted from the ** Official Journal’’ for Oct, 





16.] 
Nos. 30,288—31,071. 


Perkins, Lrp.—* Exhaust devices for 


No. 


** Gas 


BAKER 
fired ovens.”’ 30,903. 
Jounson, H. burners.”’ 
Power Gas Corporation, Lrp. 
ducer gas.”’ 
Rampusn, N. | 


indirect-heated g 


No. 30,732. 


** Mixture of water gas and pro- 


Gas ( No. 


‘orporation, Ltd. 


Power i 


{Extracted from the ‘‘ Official Journal”’ for Oct. 
Nos. 31,854. 


Packing for stuffing-boxes.’’ 


23.) 
31,072 


bi AZLEY, ae ° spe No. 31,000. 


— 


British Gooprich Ruspser Company, Ltp.—See Beazley, 
No. 31,600. 

Burrevi, W. A. 
31,045. 

Davies, A. E. 

Harrison, J. S. 

Hensuaw, D. M. 
31,246. 

Hotmes & Co., Lrp., W. C.—See Henshaw, D. M. 

REGENT MALLEABLE CastiNGs, Ltp.—See Davies, A. E. 

SutzeR FrRERES Soc. Anon.—"‘ Stuffing-boxes.”’ No. 

Watson, S. G.—See Henshaw, D. M. No. 31,246. 


—* Automatic gas supply controlling valve 


* Gas fires.”’ No. 31,658. 
See Burrell, W. A. No. 31,645. 
‘** Removal of sulphur from fuel 


J f 
gas 


No. 
Nx 


3! 


[Extracted from the 
Nos. 


Atuin, J. M.- 
No. 32,422. 
COKE AND 
heaters, &c.”’ 
Do.puin, J. 
31,870. 
Forster, J. 


Contro] of gas burners for cooking app 


Gas Ovens, Ltp. heat t 
No. 31,929. 


‘* Operating means for gas regulating valves Ne 


** Transmitting 


D.—‘* Coin-freed gas meters.’’ 
How etr & Co., Ltp., M.—See Dolphin, J. No. 31,870. 
Litce, F.—‘ Gas burners for furnaces.’’ No. 32,071. 
Merrorourtan Gas Merers, Lrp.—See Forster, J. D. 


No. 32,219 


No. 





MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 





GAS POISONING COMMITTEE. 


[For earlier evidence, see “ JOURNAL” for Oct. 16, 23, and 30.] 
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the gas undertakings were willing to carry out this work, there 
would inevitably be objection by householders. At the same time, 
the need for inspection, as far as it could be carried out without 
interference, was thoroughly appreciated by the gas industry, and 
was being given effect to as far as possible. The gas undertakings 
were also extending their business every year so far as piping houses 
and supplying apparatus was concerned. Indeed, it was becoming 
the custom of the consumer to look automatically to the gas under- 
taking for such work. Nevertheless, it was doubtful, added Mr. 
Evetts, whether any form of compulsory inspection would be ap- 
preciated by the consumers ; and he felt it much better for the official 
of the gas undertaking to enter the house for some other purpose 
and then, perhaps, draw the attention of the consumer to such de- 
fects as might be found to exist. Further, too much inspection on 
the part of the gas undertaking might tend to make the user more 
careless. 

Referring to safety meters, Mr. Evetts said that, after considera- 
tion of this matter, he had come to the conclusion that they were 
not suitable for introduction into this country. Such a meter was 
an additional complication; the consumer would have to visit the 
meter twice a day, and it should not be forgotten that there was a 
perfect safety device. to hand—viz., the main cock on the meter. 
Moreover, the introduction of what was, after all, a delicate piece 
ff apparatus would involve the replacement of g million meters. 

Finally, Mr. Evetts expressed some views with regard to safety 
taps, and said that, though he had seen some, he had no practical 
knowledge of their working. There was, however, no guarantee 
that they would function correctly for any length of time; and again, 
to be effective, it would mean the replacement of some 25 million 
taps. 

The chief points of improvement, concluded Mr. Evetts, which 
could be effected, whether dealing with internal or external com- 
plaints, were the continuation of the methods of training gasfitters 
and staff, improved methods of inspection of material before being 
sent out, the development of showrooms and service generally, to 
encourage consumers to look to the gas undertaking to do all the 
necessary work, and the education of the consumers to take an in- 
telligent interest in the gas supply, with the exercise of more than 
average precaution. 

The Committee adjourned until Tuesday, Nov. 5. 


_ 


20-TON STANDARD WAGONS. 
Duckham Report Proposals. 


The Standing Committee on Mineral Transport, appointed on 
Feb. 17, 1927, have issued their first report to the Minister of Trans- 
port and the Secretary for Mines, which is published by H.M. 
Stationery Office, Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C. 2 [Cmd. 3420, 
price 2s. 6d.]. Sir Arthur Duckham is the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, whose terms of reference were: 





To review the equipment available in connection with the 
transport of coal from the coalfields to the ports and internal 
markets of the country, and the methods of conducting such 
transport, and, with special reference to the recommendations of 
the Royal Commission on the Coal Industry (1925), to devise 
means of promoting such improvements in that equipment and 
its use as will lead to the greatest efficiency and economy in 
transport, and be of mutual advantage to the coal mining in- 
dustry and the transport agencies; to report to the Minister of 
Transport and to the Minister of Mines upon the steps taken, 
and upon any further measures necessary from time to time 
to bring about desirable alterations, and generally to watch over 
this matter and the progressive realization of the economies and 
Improvements which the report of the Royal Commission con- 
siders possible. 


For the necessary preliminary inquiries three Sub-Committees were 
formed, the first dealing with the present facilities for handling coal 
i terminals, the second with the time occupied by wagons in transit 
inl causes of delay, and the third with the ownership and types of 
coal wagons and the steps being taken to provide wagons of larger 
Capacity, 

he report of the Committee contains important recommendations 
lor the adoption of 20-ton wagons as standard after Jan. 1, 1932, for 
ent assistance through the Development Act to enable ter- 
minals and sidings to be modernized to deal with 20-ton wagons, 
lor higher demurrage and siding rents to be charged in certain areas 
‘0 prevent the undue detention of wagons, for the provision of sales 
‘pots for coal at railway terminals, for the pooling of mineral 
Vagons, and for the reduction of railway rates for the conveyance 
‘coal 'n large consignments and in high-capacity wagons. 


C. 
wvern 


minals 


MMENTS BY THE ASSOCIATION OF PRIVATE OWNERS OF 
Ramway Roiiine Stock. 


; The llowing comments on the report are issued by Mr. Philip 
ee at the request of Mr. C. H. Taynton, Secretary of the Associa- 
, ’rivate Owners of Railway Rolling Stock: i 

Pin at error into which the majority of the Committee has fallen 
‘Sto rccommend a form of compulsory pooling, though inevitably 
hose members of it who really possess intimate practical knowledge 
9! the | trade through being actively engaged in it, either as coal 
wners merchants, expressly disassociate themselves from that re- 
areas tion. Pooling or common user of wagons of a voluntary 
ture ong collieries is practised already where various collieries 
amated under one control or ownership ; it is on the increase, 
ving a success because the wagons are under one control, 
ral lines of development are being followed. As many 
ned wagons are already operating in so-called pools of 
re, the process should have been encouraged to continue 
Even the Samuel Commission (on whose recommendations 


tion o 


and ‘is 
and na 
colliery- 
that n: 
Naturally. 





the Duckham Committee was formed) expressly rejected any scheme 
of compulsory pooling of privately owned wagons, and suggested 
instead that the railway companies should offer inducements by way 
of rebate, or otherwise, to wagon owners to pool their wagons volun- 
tarily. 

Any form of compulsory pooling is undoubtedly a mistake. If com- 
pulsion is applied at all, it should be applied to the railway companies 
to make them offer adequate inducements to wagon owners to form 
voluntary pools where practicable. The objections to compulsory 
pooling would outweigh the advantages, however substantial. But, 
according to the railway companies themselves, even the advantages 
are practically nil. 

Compulsory pooling must lead to considerable additional expense in 
another way by necessitating the formation of entirely new organiza- 
tions with large clerical staffs to control the pools and allot the 
wagons. Stoppages, extra cost, and delays must inevitably be occa- 
sioned among contributors to the pool, none of whom would be able 
to rely upon being supplied with the number and type of construction 
of wagons essential to his particular trade, while the running of the 
wagons in traffic must deteriorate, because a pool organization can- 
not follow them up as efficiently as individual owners do. The qués- 
tion of repairs to compulsorily pooled wagons also presents consider- 
able difficulties, and there would be a great deal more expense and 
delay than under the present system. 

On the subject of larger wagons, it is satisfactory to note that the 
Committee recognizes that sufficient facilities do not at present exist 
at loading and unloading points for the general use of large-capacity 
wagons, and that under existing conditions, as the report puts it, 
“‘ the 12-ton wagon is the most suitable for general use.” 


_ 
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CHIPPENHAM COMPANY TO BE TRANSFERRED TO 
BATH UNDERTAKING. 


Advantages to Consumers and Shareholders. 





The stockholders of the Chippenham Gas Company have unani- 
mously decided, at an extraordinary meeting, to transfer their under- 
taking to the Bath Gas Company. 

The Bath Gas Company is a most successful one, and its supply 
is about the third cheapest in England. Both the stockholders and 
the consumers in Chippenham are expected to benefit by the transfer, 
and the consumers particularly. The town will eventually be sup- 
plied from a high-pressure main running from the Bath Works to 
the Chippenham Works, when the latter will close down so far as 
the actual production of gas is concerned. It will, of course, be 
possible to serve the villages between the two towns. 

The Gas Company at Corsham, some four miles from Chippenham, 
and nine from Bath, is also being taken over at the same time by 
the Bath Company. 

The transfer is not expected to take place at any rate until the 
New Year, and will take the form of an exchange of stock. At the 
present time the Chippenham Company is paying 10, 7. 6, and 5 p.ct., 
according to the stock held, but, by law, the Bath Gas Company is 
not allowed to pay more than 5 p.ct. Such is the nosition of the 
Bath Company, however, that holders of Chippenham Gas Company 
stock will receive Bath stock more than equivalent to their present 
holding. For instance, the holder of £100 worth of Chippenham 
10 p.ct. stock will receive more than £200 worth of Bath 5 p.ct. 
stock. 

A RepvuctIon IN PRICE. 


The stockholders will, therefore, be satisfied, and the consumers 
in Chippenham will also benefit, because it is certain that the price 
of gas to them will be reduced. The present price of gas in'the town 
is 1o}d. per therm, while the charge at Bath is 53d. per therm. 

The necessary agreement, having been signed by the two Com- 
panies, will be forwarded to the Board of Trade, who will satisfy 
themselves that the transfer will not act to the detriment of either 
stockholders or consumers before giving their sanction. 

Provision is made in the terms of transfer for the payment of com- 
pensation for loss of office to the Directors of the Chippenham Com- 
pany, the Auditors and the Secretary and Manager (Mr. Arthur S. 
Helps), who will retire when the amalgamation takes place. With 
this exception the existing staff will be taken over. Some time must 
of necessity elapse, even after the actual transfer, before the Chippen- 
ham Works will cease to produce gas. 


History or CHIPPENHAM COMPANY. 


The Chippenham Gas Company was established by deed of settle- 
ment in 1834 to serve the Borough of Chippenham; registered as a 
limited Company in 1876, and incorporated by Special Act in 1904, 
when the present works were built. The amount of stock issued is 
£24,000, and the amount authorized £41,000. The Company is un- 
doubtedly one of the most successful in Wiltshire, and the output 
of gas has shown a steady annual increase. The present output, 
which is still increasing, is 65 million ¢.ft. yearly, having been just 
doubled in the 22 years in which Mr. Helps has been the Company’s 
Manager. The figures for the current year so far show an increase 
of 9 p.ct. over those of last year, which in turn were 8 p.ct. 
above those for 1927. Chippenham is a growing town, with a 
population of about 8500. 

Mr. A. S. Helps, who was appointed as Manager of the Chippenham 
Gas-Works in March, 1907, is a native of Bath, and as a young man 
served for 17 years with the Bath Gas Company. After being at 
gas-works at Croydon and Caterham, he went to Chippenham. The 
annual output by the Company then was 34 million c.ft. For many 
years past, under his efficient management, the Company has paid 
the standard rate of dividend. i 

The Corsham Gas Works, which are also being taken over by the 
Bath Gas Company, are smaller, supplying a township of about 
3000 inhabitants. 
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GAS ACTS (1920 AND 1929) ORDERS. 
SECTION 6. 
Wolstanton United Urban District Council. 
The Council shall, April 1, 1930, charge according to the 


number of B.Th.U. supplied, and shall on or before Jan. 1 give 
notice of the calorific value of the gas they intend to supply. 


DECLARATIONS OF CALORIFIC VALUE. 


Ashford Urban District Council.—475 B.Th.U. (April 1, 1930). 

Barnoldswick Urban District Council.—4s50 B.Th.U. (April 1, 
1930). 

Congleton Corporation. 

Droitwich Corporation. 

Gainsborough Urban District Council. 


1930) 


from 


500 B.Th.U. (April 1, 1930). 
(April 1, 1930). 
450 B.Th.U. 


475 B.Th.U 
(April t, 


tin, 


L.MS. 40-TON SIDE-DISCHARGING WAGONS. 


Mention has already been made in these columns of the new 40-ton 





side-discharging wagons which have been ordered by the L.M.S.R. 
for the conveyance of coal in bulk to the Stonebridge Park electrical 
power station, which is used for the supply of current to the Wat- 
ford electrified lines. 

We are indebted to the “* Railway Magazine ’”’ for some further 
particulars regarding this unique departure in British railway coal 
conveyance practice. The Railway Company have ordered thirty of 
wagons from the Birmingham Railway Carriage and Wagon 
Co.. Ltd., built to the design of Mr. E. J. H. Lemon, Carriage and 
Wagon Superintendent, L.M.S.R. 

The wagons are fitted with the automatic-vacuum brake, and the 
them in trans consisting of twelve wagons. It 


these 


intention is to run 
is well known that one of the difficulties in the introduction of high- 
this country is the height of the colliery screens, 
facilities for handling such wagons in colliery 
where it is possible 


capacity wagons in 
ind the inadequate 
yards. There are certain collieries, however 
for the screens to take these wagons, and these collieries happen to be 
imong those from which the L.M.S. take supplies. It was therefore 
decided, for the purpose of demonstrating what economies, if any. 
could be obtained, to build thirty of these: high-capacity wagons and 
to run them between these collieries and the Stonebridge Park power 
station, 
The principal dimensions are as follows: 


Length, over headstocks . 
buffers 
be “ly 


Maximum width of body (over plates) 


32 ft. by 7 ft. 5 in. 


Size of top opening 
Height from rail to top of body , 10 ft. 9 in. 
Estimated capacity 1794 c.ft 

The wagons are fitted with diamond frame bogies, and the tare 
weight is very low for a wagon of this type, being 19 tons only. The 
essential feature of the design is that the wagon is completely self- 
discharging. The construction of the hopper (which is in the form 
of a latticed girder), together with the shape of the wagon generally, 
including the whole of the top, which is set inwards with the object 
of stiffening, adds considerably to the strength of the wagon. The 
doors are operated independently, and it will be possible to empty and 
clear a train of these wagons in ahout 30 minutes. 

Though this particular design of coal wagon is now making its 
first appearance in this country, a similar type has been in use in 
Germany for some time. The whole train of twelve wagons will carry 
some 480 tons of coal; while, in the matter of handling the wagons, 


the whole train can be accommodated in a siding of 420 ft. 





GAS FATALITY AT BENTLEY. 
Nov. 2 on William 
Avenue, 


An inquest was held at Bentley on Henry 


miner, lodg’ng in Broughton Bentley, who 


Fvans (42), a 
was found in bed in a 
Mrs. Mary Robinson, at 
vears, said that last week the 
a new meter wos fixed When the 


vas filed room. 

whose house Evans had lodged for five 
gas supply in the house had failed, 
gas failed she turned off all 
After the new 


tans. but did not go into Evans’ lroom. 
seemed right, but 


fixed, the fitter remarked that all 
said never occurred to her to go into Evans’ bedroom 
that the tap in his room was turned off. Evans must have 
to get a light and left the tap on during the time the supply 


While Evans was asleep the supply was put on 


the ¢g 
meter was 


witness 


disconnected. 
1 he was gassed. 
rge Hall, gasfitter, 
who was responsible for fixing the new 
kind fitters had no definite instructions about 
Thev used 


employed by the Doncaster Corporation, 
meter, said in cases of this 
warning householders 
to see the taps were turned off their common sense. 
He did not give warning in this case. 

Mr. R. Watson, Gas Manager, said all the employees had standing 
instructions to see the gas taps were turned off. He did not say 
instructions were given in this case. 

Recording “ Accidental death,’’ the Coroner said he was not 
attaching blame, but he thought Mr. Hall should have carried out 
instructions received and have made inquiries as to whether all the 


spec ifie 


taps were turned off 





COAL TRADE REPORTS. 


From Our Own Correspondents. 


NORTH-EAST COAST. 


The market remains without feature, and the _ polities! 
situation with regard to the mines is naturally proving a h n 
to business development. A good deal of coal had been 
next year at good prices before the present developments 
to-day’s circumstances collieries and merchants do not | 
what prices to offer forward business, and foreign buyers 
once again with the uncertainty of delivery, which has 
damaging to our trade in the post-war years. 

In the meantime, the only real feature of strength is stea: 
both screened Durhams and Northumberlands being in act 
mand ; the former being steadily quoted at 17s. 6d. to 18s. 6d b.. 
and the latter at 16s. 9d. to 17s. Durham unscreened coals eenerally 
are meeting with varying fortune. Wear Special gas ar 
but fairly steady, at 17s. 3d. to 17s. 6d., with best qualitie 
at 16s. 6d. to 16s. gd. Seconds are 15s. to 15s. 3d., and hav 
shown an improving tendency of late. Coking coals are i 
without any great demand, and are quoted at 15s. 3d. to 1 
Bunkers are very quiet, with bests at 15s. to 15s. 6d., and 
148. 6d. to 14s. gd. 

Coke of all kinds continues in, good demand, and gas coke i 
firmly at 25s. f.o.b. for shipment. ; 


special 


quie t, 
quoted 


econds 


quoted 


YORKSHIRE AND LANCASHIRE. 


The export trade generally shows little alteration. There is a less 
demand for best hards; but the production is fully taken, with quo- 
tations of 18s. to 18s. 6d. per ton. The demand for coke-making 
slacks is hardly so strong. There is an improved inquiry for house 
coal; but supplies are easily obtained. Eor furnace coke there js 
less pressure; but the production is fully taken. The demand for 
industrial fuel is little altered. 

The following are the Humber bunker and export prices, f.0.b 
usual shipping ports: 

South Yorkshire.—Hards, bunkers 19s., export 18s 
to 18s, 6d.; screened gas coal, export 18s. to 18s. 6d. ; washed trebles, 
export 18s. to 18s, 6d.; washed doubles, bunkers 18s. 6d., export 17s 
to 18s.; washed singles, export 16s. to 16s. 6d.; washed 
bunkers 15s. 6d. to 15s. gd., export 14s. to 14s. 6d.; rough slack 
bunkers 13s. 6d. to 13s. od., export 12s. 6d. to 13s.; smithy 
export 18s. 6d. to 19s. 6d. 

West Yorkshire.—Hartley’s (f.o.b. Goole), bunkers 17s. 6d., ex- 
port 17s. to 18s.; screened gas coal, export 18s. to 18s. 6d. ; 
trebles, export 18s.; washed doubles, export 16s. 6d. to 16s. od.; 
washed singles, export 15s. 6d. to 16s.; washed smalls, bunkers 
15S-, export 438. 6d. to 14s.; unwashed trebles, export 17s. to 
17s. gd. ; unwashed doubles, export 15s. to 16s. ; rough slack, bunkers 
138. 6d., export 11s. 6d. to 12s. ; coking smalls, export 12s. 

Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire.—Top hards, bunkers 1os., ex- 
port 18s. to 18s. 6d.; cobbles, export 17s. 6d. to 18s. 6d.; washed 
trebles, export 18s.; washed doubles, bunkers 18s. 3d., export 17s. 
to 17s. 3d.; washed singles, export 16s. to 16s. 6d.; washed smalls, 
bunkers 15s. 3d. to 15s. 6d., export 14s. to 14s. 6d.; unwashed 
doubles, export 16s.; rough slack, bunkers 13s. to 14s., export 
11s. 6d. to 12s. 6d. 

Yorkshire, Derbyshire, and Nottinghamshire.—Screened steam 
coal, bunkers 17s. to 18s., export 16s. 6d. to 17s.; gas coke, export 
25s.; furnace coke, export 23s. to 24s.; washed steam, Goole (West 
Yorks.), bunkers 17s. 6d.; Hull (West Yorks.), bunkers 17s. 9d.; 
Hull (South Yorks.), bunkers 18s., export 17s. 


MIDLANDS. 


New business continues very disappointing. There is a little more 
employment at the pits; but the improvement is nothing like so 
marked as is usual at the beginning of November. This can no 
longer be attributed to abnormally mild weather. The temperature 
has fallen with a corresponding rise in consumption. But require- 
ments are being met in so large measure from stocks—householders’ 
stocks and the considerable tonnage put down by merchants when 
prices were at the bottom—that the usual relation of consumption 
and production is falsified. 

In some of the districts prices of house coal are irregular. Col- 
lieries cannot face the loss of orders which insistence upon the full 
October advances involves. The household trade is subject to such 
abrupt fluctuations according to the degree of severity in the winter 
that the present position may be fully reversed. In normal cir 
cumstances, however, stocks will, according to calculations n 
the trade, continue to affect sales up till Christmas. 

Generally, the industrial demand is poor. At the ste 
activity has been waning, and there is no sign of a rally. 
furnaces producing forge and foundry pig iron are getting rid « r 
output. Furnace cokes are firm round 18s. at the ovens. Midland 
smelters are trying to stabilize pig iron nrices at the present le\ 
the next three months. The demand for boiler slacks is slightly 
stimulated, mainly by increased consumption for heating rposes. 
Supplies are plentiful at 6s. upwards at the pits. There are a few 
spot lots of “D.S.”’ nuts on offer, but not enough to demoralize 
prices, which range up to 12s. or 14s. Bakers’ nuts fetch 158 
up to 22s. for the higher grades. 
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Bernard Ingram (44), a labourer, of New Wortley, Leeds, ws 
sentenced to six months’ hard labour on Oct. 31, for hav made 
a hole in a cellar wall in order to gain access to a neighbo 
and rob the gas meter. He obtained the sum of 13s. 74. 
meter. Prisoner was convicted in June last year for stealit 


from a gas meter. 


; 7 
r’s cellar 
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GAS AND ELECTRIC MAINS IN SUBWAYS. 
Dr. Waldo Urges Government Inquiry. 


The need for a searching Government inquiry into the question of 
electric cables in gas main subways throughout London is emphasized 
in the recently published report of Dr. F. J. Waldo, the City of 
London and Southwark Coroner, to the Home Secretary. 


The main danger, apparently, is that of an explosion occurring on 
the Thames Embankment, which might cause disastrous flooding of 
the Metropolis. Explosions in electrical manhole boxes, says Dr 
Waldo, have numbered six, as against fourteen in 1927. The danger, 
however, is not to be feared from coal gas in itself as an original 
cause, for it is found that in almost all cases of this kind coal gas 
as a prime factor in the explosions has been excluded—there being 
generally no accepted scientific explanation of the upheavals. 


DeEFECTIVE SWITCHRBOXES. 


Dr. Waldo held two fire inquests in 1928, and both of them dealt 
with outbreaks in the Embankment subway. In both cases the cause 
was found to be a defective County Council switchbox between the 
lighting cable in the subway and the Embankment lamps above. A 
similar cause was found in a third fire which occurred in the same 
subway just outside the City jurisdiction. 

A warning given in the official report on the first of the above- 
mentioned fires stated that: ‘‘ In no circumstances should any cable 
capable of sparking be connected with coal gas in a subway.” This 
warning was followed two months later by the disastrous Holborn 
explosion. The general view prevailing at the inquiry which was 
subsequently held indicated that subways are desirable for water 
mains and for low-tension electric mains, but that they are unsuitable 
for high-tension electric mains, owing to the explosive effects of a 
breakdown, and that it was preferable that gas mains should be laid in 
the ground. 

There are at present some seven miles of subways in London for 
mains and pipes, some of which contain gas mains varying in size 
from 2 in. to 48 in. Subways possess obvious advantages, such as 
avoiding the necessity of opening streets for maintenance and repair, 
and facilitating inspection of mains. 

In order to give warning of leaks of gas a continuous detector 
which would automatically give warning at a central station is 
recommended, while more adequate ventilation is, of course, also 
urged. But, as Dr. Waldo points out, there is rarely a primd facie 
case indicating coal gas as the explosive agent in subways, and it 
will be difficult for any detector to be adopted which will .indicate a 
defective switchbox or a sudden fuse of electric wire in time for 
steps to be taken to prevent an explosion or outbreak of fire which 
may well set,up an explosion in a nearby gas main. There is, in 
‘fact, Dr. Waldo states, an urgent need for Government inquiry 
into the whole matter. 
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CURRENT SALES OF GAS PRODUCTS. 


The London Market for Tar, Tar Products, and Sulphate. 
Lonpon, Nov. 4. 


Conditions in the tar products market are unchanged, and there 
are no changes to report in prices. 


Tar Products in the Provinces. 
Nov. 4. 


There is no change in the markets for tar products. 

The average prices of gas-works products during the week were ; 
Gas-works tar, 25s. to 30s. Pitch—East Coast, 47s. 6d. f.o.b. West 
Coast—{f.a.s.) Manchester, 42s. to 42s. 6d.; Liverpool, 45s. 6d. to 
46s. 6d.; Clyde, 45s. 6d. to 46s. 6d. Toluole, naked, North, 1s. 73d. 
to 1s. 8!d. Coal-tar crude naphtha, in bulk, North, 9d. to 1od. Sol- 
vent naphtha, naked, North, 1s. 3d. to 1s. 33d. Heavy naphtha, 
North, 1s. to 1s. ojd. Creosote, in bulk, North, liquid and salty, 
31d. to 33d.; low gravity, 2d. to 2}d.; Scotland, 3}d. to 33d. Heavy 
oils, in bulk, North, 53d. to 6d. Carbolic acid, 60’s, 2s. 53d. to 
2s. 6}d. prompt. Naphthalene, 4-12 to £714. Salts, £5 to £5 10s., 
bags included. Anthracene, ‘‘ A’? quality, 23d. per minimum 40 
p.ct., purely nominal; ‘* B ” quality, unsaleable. 


Benzole Prices. 
The following are considered to be the market prices to-day : 


s. d, 
Crude benzole . to o 11 per gallon at works 
Motor 99 


gop.ct. ,, 
Pure ” 





At Preston, on .Oct. 30, Mr. W. S. Coat@s said the Town 
Council Labour group felt that no house in Preston ought to have a 
chimney stack. Gas should not be allowed in new houses. It ought 
to be possible to instal electricity and include the charges in the 


rent. From a health standpoint it would be good business, 














TRADE NOTES. 


Centrifugally-made Iron Pipes. 


The Stanton Ironworks Company, Ltd., near Nottingham, have 
decided to put down a further works for the manufacture of their 
de Lavaud spun iron pipes. The present works, which have been 
operating for some years past at an output of about 25 miles of 
spun iron pipes per week, have proved insufficeint for the require- 
ments of the market, and the new works are being Isid down for 
an additional output of 15 miles per week. The pipes in these new 
works will he made 18 ft. in length, from 4 diameter upwards, 
in place of 12 ft. long, for which the present works 


in. 
ire designed 





CONTRACTS OPEN. 
(iasholders and Tank. 


The Borough of Bexhill invite tenders for a standard guided 
gasholder in steel tank, and a- waterless holder. [See advert. on 
p- 406. ] 





in 


Electricity Failure in Hammersmith.—The electric current 
the North and South Hammersmith districts failed for several hours 


on the night of Oct. 31, and the gloom was only relieved in certain 
streets equipped with gas lighting. Traffic in the main streets was 
thrown into confusion, the only lights being from the tramcars, 


which are provided with a separate supply. 


Tenders for Dunstable Share Issue.—Tenders for the 300 £10 
‘*C” ordinary shares (1929), which were offered by A. & W. 
Richards, of 37, Walbrook, E.C., on behalf of the Directors of the 


Dunstable Gas and Water Company were opened on Oct. 30, the 
issue being considerably over-subscribed at prices ranging from 


£10 15s. per share down to the minimum of par. The average 


figure obtained was £10 5s. 6d. per share. 


British Empire Trade Exhibition, Buenos Aires, 1931.—Official 
notice has now been given to the Management of the British Empire 
Trade Exhibition to held in Buenos Aires in 1931 that His 
Majesty’s Government has recognized the importance of the occasion 
and decided to participate on a suitable scale. For this purpose the 
Government exhibits will be housed in one of the finest buildings in 
the extensive Exhibition grounds, which have lent by the 
Argentine Rural Society. 


be 


been 


Gas Explosion in Glasgow.—An explosion of gas occurred in an 
untenanted house in the Maryhill district of Glasgow on the night of 
Oct. 25. Three persons were inspecting the house, prior to occu- 
pancy, at about nine o'clock in the evening. They were entering a 
room with a lighted candle when the explosion occurred, caused by 
the ignition of which had accumulated in the room. Some 
windows were blown out and plaster was dislodged, but the three 
slight and were able to 


o 
gas 


persons received only scorching injuries 


proceed to their homes. 
Gas Exhibition at Leeds.—The Leeds Corporation Gas Depart- 


ment had what may justly be described as the most attractive of 
all the stands at a Better Housing and Housekeeping Exhibition 


held at Fenton Street Drill Hall, Leeds, from Oct. 22 to Nov. 2 
inclusive. The Gas Department stand was of an unusual island 
shape, more or less enclosed in artistic grey walls, but with four 


entrances into the interior, where was a representative and attrac- 
tive display of gas fires, cookers, water heaters, and lighting appli- 
The fires included the, new gas- 
attention 


ances of the most up-to-date type. 
ignited coke fire, which attracted a great deal of 


Gas Exhibits at Rotherham.—The Rotherham Gas Department 


had three stands at the recent trades exhibition, held, under the 
auspices of the Rotherham Chamber of Trade, at the Drill Hall. On 
the stands were to be seen the latest and best appliances for the 
satisfactory and, what is more, the economical use of gas for all 


cooking, heating, and water-heating operations. The popularity of 
the all-enamelled gas cooker, with its stainless taps and reliability of 
service, was instanced by the fact that during the past two years 1200 
gas cookers have been installed in Rotherham, and the fact that the 
different hotels, cafés, and restaurants do the majority of cooking in 
gas ovens is further proof of the utility of gas. V'sitors to the Ex- 
hibition 


were able to see gas fires in all finishes and to fit any shape 


or size of grate, radiators, wash copvers, hot water circulators, gas 
irons, and innumerable types of gas-lighting appliances, elaborate in 
design, but at the same time inexpensive. 

Healthy Gas Workers.—Contrary to the general. belief that em- 


is, the ‘* Co partner- 


ployment in gas-works is both dirty and dangero 


ship Journal ”’ of the South Metropolitan Gas Company in its current 


issue points out that it is, in reality, one of the most healthy of in- 
dustrial occupations. ‘* From a total of 9320 industrial workers ad- 
mitted to the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary,”’ says the Journal, “ only 
thirty-three came from the ranks of gasworkers. Among all other 


spheres of labour represented in the wards, missionaries and ministers, 
alone showed a Further, 
investigation last year by the Australian Government health 
of employees in gas-making plants showed that 90 p.ct. of the men 
and the average 


soldiers and mus'‘cians lower sickness rate. 


into the 


were either of average physical condition or above it, 
length of service for all occupations was over twelve years, while 
in many individual cases periods of from thirty to forty years were 
recorded.’’ Comparison of the lists of retirements and deaths among 
the 7ooo co-partner employees on the pay roll of the South Metro- 
politan Gas Company strengthens the view that the manufacture of 
gas is a healthy occupation. The figures published each month in 
the ** Co-partnership Journal’? show that, on an average, the pro- 
portion of retirements to deaths is three to one. 
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Fire at Garston. Gas-Works.—A fire broke out in the ear! 


the Garston Gas-Works. fire 
after midnight, and foun it 
side of the house, 


of the morning of Nov. 3 at 
brigade were summoned shortly 
large coke dump, situated at the 
alight. Assistance: obtained the central fire stat 
an and a Dennis were quickly 
The dump consisted of several hundreds of tons of coke, 5 
got under control, a number of men ng left on duty at th 
throughout the day in case a further outbreak should occur 
was no danger to any of the buildings. 


retort 
was from 


engine small on tl 


pump 


bei 


Calorific Value Tests in Birmingham.—Professor F. W. Burst 
in his quarterly report to the Chairman the General | 
Committee of the Birmingham City Council, states that the 
calorific value for the whole four -of the stations, 
number of the tests as laid down by the Gas Referees, 471 
B.Th.U. per c.ft., when reduced to standard conditions of 
ture and pressure. The declared value of the g: uy 
Gas Referees to the Birmingham City Council is 475 B.Th 
c.ft. In no single made throughout the quarter has 5 
had such a value as to exceed the limits of variation laid 


the Referees. 


of 


based 


is set 


test 








Compensation for Glasgow Gasworkers.—The position 
ployees in the Glasgow Gas Department who may lose their 





ment with the Corporation as the result of the. proposed 

with Messrs. John, Gardner (Collieries), Ltd., for .a supp! gas 
in bulk, has been considered by the Gas Committee. It is 
mended that the workmen who decide to take advantag: L 
offer of preference of employment with Messrs. Gardner 


from the Committee, when having their superannuation « 
tions returned to them, such compensation for loss of Cory 
may be fixed by the Committee on the 
service of the employees concerned. 


basis t 


employment 


as 


number of years’ 





** Coalite’’ Demonstration in Manchester.—Yesterday, Ma 
chester saw a white coal cart 2wn by a white horse and driv 
by a white-smocked coal man. This new fashion in coal carts 
which was sent by Low-Temperature Carbonisation, Ltd., to take 
part in Manchester's Smoke Abatement Week, was attended by 
white-uniformed woman, who talked to housewives on the merits o 
**Coalite.’’ The object of the demonstration was to show that 


from low-temperature carbonization is 

only clean to burn but clean to handle. ‘‘ Coalite ”’ 

as ‘‘ coal with the smoke taken out of it.’’ It lights as easily as 
burns with a blue flame, and gives off greater heat. 


smokeless fuel derived 
Se described 


coal, 


Man Electrocuted by Portable Heater.—The inquest was held 


at Brixton on Oct. 30 on William Edgar Barratt (35), of Herne 
Hill, who was found dead in his bathroom with his face 
resting on a portable electric heater, which was alight, beside the 
bath. A doctor said that Mr. Barratt died from electrocution, and 
the jury returned a verdict of ‘‘ Death by misadventure.” he 
doctor suggested that deceased was handling the heater while he 
was in the bath and fell. As he did so, the current went either 
from his face or his hand to his feet which were in contact with the 
bath. An electrical inspector to the L.C.C. said that nothing of 


an electric nature should be within the reach of a person in a bath, 
for he was making a perfect contact with the earth through th 
pipes. 


Price Reduction at Crewkerne.—The Directors of the Crewkerne 
Gas and Coke Company have announced a further reduction of 6d 


per 1000 c.ft. in the price of gas from 4s. 3d. to 3s. 9d. (less 34. 
per 1000 c.ft. discount for prompt payment) as from the reading of 
the meters at the quarter ended Sept. 30. Slot meters will be 
altered accordingly. A special reduction of 6d. per 1ooo c.ft. |s also 
being made in the price of gas for power purposes, making t! ‘ 
35. 3d. per, 1000 c.it (less a discount o 3d. per 1000 c.ft. for t 
payment) and subject to an annual rebate according to the following 
scale when the quantity consumed during the year is: 200, { 
500,000 ¢.ft., 24 p.ct. discount ; 600,000 to 1 million c.ft., 5 p- lis 


count ; and million c.ft., 73 p.ct. discount. Thess 
ductions make the price of gas in Crewkerne 
1914 (pre-war), and it is claimed be lower than that of ar er 


a town of similar population. 


1,500,000 to 2 
lower than it s 
to 


company supplying 


Gas Street Lighting at Petts Wood.—Nine gas lamps are to ' 
placed on the Petts Wood Estate by the Chislehurst Urban | 
The Council considered the possibility of installing electri g 
but decided in g it is cheaper. A st i 
on the subject was made by Mr. E. V. Mills, Chairman of tl 
cil, 21. He said the Council had an 
tion on the subject from the estate owner a year ago, but 
was deferred to await developments. Recently Mr. W. k 
(Chi the Works Committee) and Miss Tiarks < 
the subject of lighting generally, and this was their recomme! 
** It was suggested that we should have street light sa 
Mr. Mills, “1 lightir 
cost a lot higher 
the diff 
the quality of the | It tat 
that people on the ¢ ial ty] -_ 


=: 
{ gas because 


favour < 


at the meeting on Oct. 


t 


ot 





lan 


electric 
inve stigations showed that electric 
The cost of would be 

ntenance. would he no 
sht, ‘ 


yurt 
installation 
As there 


decided 


more. 


ot n 


expense 





have gas. 
that a 


would 


we 
were anxious 


ownet 


spec 
should be meet 


provided, and as the estate 
ence in price, the Council was agreeable. 


Electricity Works, 


were 


As a result of a temporary breakdown at the 
a number of shops and dwelling-houses in Arbroath 
of electric light for some time on the night of Oct. 25. 1 oe 
down, which was due to one of the fuses in the feeder box: 
blown, occurred shortly before 6.30, and some inconvens 
caused, 
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STOCK AND SHARE LIST. 
([overnor-((en 
[For Stock Market Report, see earlier pages.] GAS COOKER 
| | | Dividends, i Transactions 
eese| ee, sams Quow | Tor’ | Lowestand 
asses. [Share.| Dividend. |Prev.| Last . | Oct. ai. Fall | Highest 
| | \Ht.¥r Ht, Yr. on Week.| Prices. 
a | | Risceistiindn — | ———— 
| | | | 
| | 
4 loop.a % P.a, | 
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412.992) » | * 4 4 Do, 4p.c. Pref. . .| 71—T4 =) oe i 
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629,655 | 4. Aug. 29 | 17 1 Barnet Ord. wre » « « | 119—135 | 
900,000 | 1/ Oct. 24 | 1/4% 1/4¢'Bombay, Ltd. ... . — $3* em * 
172,500 10| Aug. 29 | 88 9 Bournemouth 6 p.c. . » | 123—134 ee | - 
500,050 10 *9 7 1 Do, BYp.c. . . | 1299-12 a | 194—123 
439,160 10 " a 6 Do. Pref.6p.c.. | 104—11 ee | ee 
60,000 | Stk. | July 11 | 8 8 Do Bp.c. Deb. . | 54—57 2 
169,025 - 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Deb. . 712—15 oe | 
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187,860 * June 27 | 14 14 Do. 9. Be Red. Deb. . | 99—102 oe 
187, 160 pe Aug. 15 64 5 lcbester lo + « « | 87-926 } 
98,936 1 | Oot 10 | 4%/-| t4/- |Colombo Lea. Ord. va, =< “Ss 
94,496 1 ii jag!) 1/4 Do. 1 p.c. Pref. 19/-—Q1/- | 
876,402 | 1 Oct. 10 | 1/9 19 \Colenial Gas Assn, Ld. Ora 23/6—25/6 | 
187, 848 1 * | Wk) at Do. 8p.c, Pret. 20/-—93)- | .. tn 
9,073,980 | Kok. | July 265 | 7 + |Comanenctal Ord. . + | 92—95 | -1 | 92—98 
415,000 fa Junel8 | 8 8 Do 8 p.c. Deb. » | 65—68 } -1 5 
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65,000 | 4, June 27 | 4 4 | Do. Deb. Se i ee 
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British Fibrocement Works, Ltd. . 356 
British Furmaces, Ltd. . 408 
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Bugden, T., & Co. 
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Chapman (Spencer) & Messel, L. td. . 405 
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Competition Points for Gas Salesmen 407 


Cort, Robert, & Son, Ltd... . 354 
Cowan, W. & B Wrapper Ill. 
Crossley Bros. (Bispham) . . 410 


Crossley Brothers, Ltd. (Openshaw 


Cutler, Samuel, & Sons, Ltd. Centre X 
Danks, H. & T. (Netherton), Ltd. 405 
Davey, Paxman, & Co., Ltd 

Davis Gas Stove Cu., Ltd... . . . 363 
Davison & Partner, Ltd. . . . . 
Dempster, R. & J. Ltd... Weapper I, 


Centre X 
Dempster, R., & Sons, Ltd. Centre I1., 406 
Donkin Co., Ltd. (The Bryan) Wrapper II. 
Drakes, Limited es WA «| cde 
Dry Gasholders, Ltd. 
Duckham, Alexander, & Co, Ltd 


Duxbury, Thomas,& Co . . . . 405 
Economic Gas Boiler Co., Ltd. . . 357 
Economical Gas Apparatus Con- 
struction Company, Ltd 
Ellis, Key, & Co. . ~% dfs . 
Elm Works, Ltd. oT te Ae ae a 407 
Evans, Joseph, & Son cette. 4 
ton), Ltd.. . i “492 
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Fletcher, Russell, & Co., Ltd. . . 

Foster & Pullen, Ltd. .... . 358 
Foster Bros., Ltd. . . a 
Fraser & Chaimers E giectriey Works — 


Gas Chambers and Coke Ovens Ltd. 411 
Gas Journal. . . 
Gas Meter Co., Ltd 
Gas Purification and 


. Wrapper IV., 352) 
Chemicai Co. 
Wrapper I., 405 


| Lewis, Edwin, & Sons, Ltd. — 
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| Lord, J. E. C. (Manchester), Ltd. : — 
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McKelve, James, & Co. ne I. 
Metals Coating Co, Ltd , i ae 
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Wrapper: [\., 

TG CA. 6 | 6.16 otek ml 2s — 
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No notice can be taken of anonymous communications. 


COPY FOR ADVERTISEMENTS for the “ JOURNAL” should 


NOON ON TUESDAY, 


issue. 


Lines and under (about 
Situations Vacant, 
Notices, &c., 9d. per Line 


NOVEMBER 6, 1920. | 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, ADVERTISERS, 


Wh>tever is intended for insertion 


405 


AND SUBSCRIBERS. 





in the “* JOURNAL” must be authenticated 
by the name and address of the writer—not necessarily for 1 ublication but as a proof of good faith. : 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION to the “‘ JOURNAL.” 


= “a : , , C , (Continuous Subscribers are entitled to a free copy of the * GAS 
be received at the Office NOT LATER than TWELVE O’CLOCK JOURNAL” CALENDAR and DIRECTORY.) 
to ensure insertion in the iMlowing day's ONE YEAR. HALF-YEAR, QUARTER 
ae Advance Rate: 35/- oe 18/- aa 10/- 
ngdom 4 
Credit Rate: 40/- ee 21/- oe 11/6 
Orders to Alter or Stop PERMANENT ADVERTISEMENTS | & Ireland 
. iat le cet i Dominions & Colonies & U.S.A. | 35 i ay 
should be received by the FIRST POST on Monday. Payable in Advance ee oe 
cael . -" P , : Other C nce al lh , ; 
UNDISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENTS: Situations Wanted, Six "Payable in Advance, -| 40/- +» 22/6 .. 12/6 
36 words), 3s.; each additional Line, 6d. In payment of subscriptions for ‘f JouRNALS ” sent abroad, Post 
Apparatus Wanted and for Sale, Contracts, Public Office Orders or Bankers’ Drafts on London only are accepted. 
nite ae ses . * All Communications, Remittances, &c., to be addressed to 
minimum, 4s. Gd. An additional charge | wat TER KING, LIMITED, 11, Bout Court, Fiser Strerr, 





of Gd. is made where replies are addressed c/o the ‘‘ JOURNAL.” 






THE “GAS SALESMAN.” 


Lonvon, E.C. 4. 


The “Gas SatgesMAN” is included as a supplement to the “ Journat "’ eighteen times a year—twice a month from October 


to March, and once a month from April to September. 
Subscription 6/-, post free, payable in advance. 
100 copies of each issue, 30/-; 50 copies, 16/- ; 


All communications to WALTER KING, LTD., 11 


Telegrams: ‘‘GASKING, FLEET LONDON.” 


Additional copies are also obta) 
Single copies (by post) 44d. In Bulk for 
25 copies, 8/-; 12 copies, 4/-, all plus c 


nable at the following rates: Annual 
Distribution among Gas Service Staffs— 


carriage, 
» BoLT Court, FLEET STREET, E.C. 4. 


Telephone: Central 6055. 





(7"5 


PALMERSTON HOUSE, 34 
LONDON, 


Oxide of Iron 


on Sale or Loar 


Spent Oxide 


Purchased in 


Telegrams: 
Telepho e; 


Bere 


any di 


UTRALIZED SULPHATE. 
THE CHEMICAL ENGINEERING AND 


WILTON’S PATENT FURNACE (Co., 


1873 


1. 


strict. 


, OLD BROAD STREET, 
E.C. 2. 


* Purification, Stock, London.” 
London Wall 9144. 


SATURATORS 
ducing Long Needle - like 
TALS; also plant for producing 


Ltd., 


76, Victoria Street, London, 8.W: 1. 


See also advertisement, Centre 


Telephone: 
Vierorta 2417, 


p. VIII. 


Telegrams: 


* EvaPoraTOR PHONE 


LONDON.’ 


EORGE WILSON GAS METERS, Ltd 


for 


GAS-METERS, ORDINARIES, SLOTS, AND 


REPAIRS 


Foleshill Road, Coventry. 
** GASMETER."’ 
Certus Works, Kingston Road, Raynes Park, 


Telephone: 596, 


Telegrams: 


Lonpor, 8.W. 20 


Radium Works, 12, Radium Street, Oldham Road, 


MAKCHESTER, 


SULPHURIC ACID. 


Sisto prepared for the manu- 


ire of SULPHATE 


OF 


AMMONIA, 


ENCER CHAPMAN & MESSEL, LTD., 


Purificati on & Chemical 45 & 47, Westminster Bridge Road, Lonpon, 
Company, Limited 


ESTABLISHED 


| ENQUIRIES INVITED. 


& J. BRADDOCK (Branch of Meters! 


s Limited), Globe Meter Works, Ovtpmam, and 
S.E. 1 


WET AND DRY GAS METERS, PREPAYMENT 
METERS, STATION METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


REPAIRS RECEIVE FROMPT ATTENTION, 
815 Oldham, and 2412 Hop, London, 


Telegrams: 
‘“‘Brappoogs,OLpHam,” and ‘‘Merriqur, Lams, Lonpon.” 


Telephones : 


MEWBURN, ELLIS, & CO., 
HARTERED PATENT AGENTS AND 
TRADE MARK AGENTS, 
70 & 72, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 2. 
Telegrams: “ Patent, London.”” Phone 248 Holborn. 


And 8, St. Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


HE BRITISH GAS PURIFYING 
MATERIALS CO., LTD 
99, Lonpon Roap, LEICESTER 
Telegrams : Telephone: 
‘Bripormat, Leicester.” Leicester 5096. 


Solicit enquiries for :— 
NATURAL BRITISH PURIFYING MATERIAL, 


NATURAL HYDRATED OXIDE OF IRON, 
FIRST QUALITY DUTCH BOG ORE 
BEST QUALITY BELGIAN BOG ORE, 


“PREPARED” AND “ UNPREPARED” 
ARTIFICIAL OXIDES, 
SPENT OXIDE PURCHASED, 
Lonpon OrFice: 
84/35, Norrouk Street, Stranp, W.C, 2, 
Telegrams: Telephone: 
“ Brarpurimat Estranp Lonpon.” Centra 3932. 


AS WORKS STEAM PLANT. 

We can meet your requirements for BOILERS, 

RECEIVERS, TANKS, WASHER TUBES, SIZING 

SCREENS, PLATE WORK, BOILER SETTINGS, 
CHIMNEYS (brick and steel). 


Inquiries INVITED, 
H.«T. 


ANKS (NETHERTON) Ltd., 
NETHERTON DUDLEY. 
(See illustrated page advert. XIL., 


Centre p. Sept. 25). 


“LUX” PURIFYING MATERIAL. 
SAVES WORRY—SAVES 
IN THE EN| 


LABOUR COSTS— 
I—SAVES MONEY. 


We Maintain Stocks at—Grangemouth, 
London (2 depots), Poole, Newport, 


Goole, 
& Garston. 
SPENT 


BOUGHT. 


HOS. DUXBURY AND CQO. 





Pv which is amalgamated Wa. Pearce & Sons, Lrp., 
%, Mark Lane, Lonpon, E.C, Works—SiLverrown. 
Te!*grams—** Hyprocutoric, Fen LoNpon.” 
Telephone - Roya 1166. 
OR Motor Lorries and Railway 
Traffic can be seen erected at our Works READY | 
: RI IVERY. Inspection by your Engineer in- | 
= lar test by your Local Inspector of Weights and 
easures before delivery. Every machine a High- 
ass 1eering Product and fully guaranteed. 


SHARLES ROSS, LIMITED, 


SHEFFIELD. 


SoLe AGENTS FOR 
ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, IRELAND, WALES anp 
rue COLONIES (except Canapa), 


16, DEAaNSGATE, 
MANCHESTER. 
Tel. N Telegrar 
268-9 City 





Darwin 


in Manchester.” | 





Patent AGenoy Lirp., Director B, T. 
Regd. Patent Agrnt, G.B., 
Vrororia Sr., E.C. 4, and 57, Cuanorny Lane (near Pat, 
Off.), Lonpon, W.C.%, 43 years’ refs. "Phone Cent, 0682, 


OXIDE OF IRON. 


SPENT OXIDE BOUGHT. 


ALE & CHURCH, LTD., 


83, St. Mary at Hirt, Lonpon, B.C. 8. 
Phone: Royal 1484, 


“TORTO” FIRE CEMENT. 
ALE & CHURCH, LTD., 


33, Sr. Mary at Hitn, Lonpon, 
Phone : Royal 1484. 


“KLEENOFF,” THE COOKER CLEANSER, 


Tins for Sale to Consumers, 
In Bulk for Works Use. 
(See ** Gas Salesman,"’ p. 272.) 


ALE & CHURCH, LTD., 


33, Sr. Mary ar Hii, Lonpon, E.O. 8, 
Phone : Royal 1484, 


F.C. 8. 








YANCcHEsTER OXIDE CO., LTD. 


MILES PLATTING, 


MANCHESTER, 


Tret,: Oxmr, MANCHESTER. EstTasiisnep 1890, 
{ 5883 ) 

— § — 

PHONE 1 5a84 | CENTRAL, 


( ON SALE 


reese OXIDE 


(OR LOAN, 


BRITISH MAKE, 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. 


NO EXCESS MOISTURE, 


IMMEDIATE ACTIVITY. 


MINIMUM BACK PRESSURE. 


MINIMUM EXPOSURES. 
MINIMUM LABOUR, 


GPent OXIDE purcnasep 


ON SULPHUR CONTENT. 


on BLUE convent. 


SPECIALISTS IN PURIFICATION, 


GAS PURIFIED IN 1928 
OVER 45,000 MILLIONS. 


ATENTS for Inventions, Trade Marks 
Advice, Handbooks and Consultations free. Kive’s 
Kine, C.1.M.E., 


U.S., and Can., 1464, Quezn 
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OBERT DEMPSTER & SONS, Ltd., 
ELLAND, Builders of CARBONIZING 
PLANTS, both Horizontal and Vertical. Manu- 
facturers of CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, GAS- 
HOLDERS, &c., also every description of COAL 
and COKE HANDLING PLANT. Telegrams: 
‘* DEMPSTER, ELLAND.'' Telephone: ELLAND 
261 (Private Branch Exchange). 


XTENSIONS and Renewals. Ask 
us to quote before ordering GAS APPARA- 
TUS, COKE-OVEN PLANT, STRUCTURAL 
STEELWORK. Competitive prices. First-Class 
Workmanship. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
FIRTH BLAKELEY, Sons, & Co., LTD., 
CHURCH-FENTON, YORKSHIRE. 


OFFICES. 





FFICES—Handsome modern suites 
in Victoria Station House from 600 to 5500 
sq. ft. Partitioned and Decorated. Rent, includ- 
ing Rates, Taxes, Central Heating, all Modern 
Conveniences, 10s. per foot per Annum. 
Apply to the MANAGER, VICTORIA STATION 
House, VICTORIA STREET, S.W. 1. 


APPOINTMENTS, &o., WANTED. 


[Darter yy tate Superintendent of 
Good Address is open for APPOINTMENT. 
Progressive Company preferred, where practical 
ability to Organize and Control Sales and Distribu- 
tion Department will be fully appreciated and 
Remuneration paidaccordingly. 14 Years’ experi- 
ence as Superintendent. 
Address, No. 8007, ‘* GAS JOURNAL,’"' 11, BOLT 
Court, FLEET STREET, E.C. 4. 


APPOINTMENTS, &o., VACANT. 








ROGRESSIVE Firm of Contracting 

Engineers, Specializing in Gas-Works Plant 

and Machinery, requires the Services of Young 

TECHNICAL ENGINEER with some Experi- 

ence. Public School and University Degree pre- 
ferred. 

Apply, by letter only (quoting reference T.E.), 
stating Qualifications and Experience, to PATON, 
LAWRENCE, & Co., 3, YORK STREET, MAN- 
CHESTER, 


HEMICAL Plant Manufacturers re- 
quire Young Engineer of Public School and 
University Training, prepared to undertake CON- 
TROL of SHOP PRODUCTION and PROGRESS 
WORK. Some experience desirable. 

Apply, by letter only (quoting reference P.C.), 
stating qualifications and expericnce, to PATON, 
LAWRENCE, & Co., 3, YORK STREET, MAN- 
CHESTER, 


ENERAL Works Foreman required 
for Gas Works in England making 614 Mil- 
lion c.ft. per Annum. Applicant must be a good 
Manager of Men, one with previous Experience in 
Gas Works, been trained as a Mechanical Engi- 
neer, and passed through the workshops of an Engi- 
neering Firm, and be capable of Taking Charge of 
Men and directing them in the Erection, Repair, 
and Maintenance of Plant, and Work generally. 
State Age, Experience, and Salary required, to 
No. 8004, ‘‘GAS JOURNAL," 11, BOLT CourRT, 
FLEET STREET, E.C. 4. 


EQUIRED, immediately, a General 

WORKS FOREMAN. Sound Mechanical 
Training and Experience essential, and applicants 
should be fully capable of carrying-out ail normal 
repairs to Works Plant and Machinery. A thorough 
knowledge of Modern Carbonizing Methods is 
essential. 

Remuneration commencing at £4 per week, 
together with benefits under an existing Co-Part 
nership Scheme. 

Applications, giving Training, Experience, Re- 
ferences, and stating when at liberty, to be sent at 
once to the MANAGER, GRANTHAM GAS COMPANY, 
HIGH STREET, GRANTHAM Envelopes to be 
endorsed ‘‘ Works Foreman."’ 

RAUGHTSMAN Wanted. Experi- 
enced in Constructional Steel Work for Gas 
Plant, including Gasholders and Purifiers. 

State Age, Experience, and Salary to THos 
PiccoTtr & Co., LTD., 85, LIONEL STREET, Bir 
MINGHAM. 





MART Estimator Wanted, accus- 
tomed to Carbonizing Plants and Coke 
Ovens. 

Write, with particulars of Experience, Salary 
required, &c., to ‘‘Z.F.,'' 434, c/o DEACON's 
ADVERTISING AGENCY, FENCHURCH AVENUE, 
ELC, 3. 





G“s -FITTER required by Under- 
taking in the Eastern Counties. Only Men 
with good experience in Fixing Geysers, Fires, &c., 
need apply. 
Address, No. 8006, ‘‘GAS JOURNAL,"' 11, BOLT 
CourT, FLEET STREET, E.C. 4. 


PLANT &o., FOR SALE & WANTED. 


PLANT FOR SALE. 
ASHOLDER.—Spiral Guided 


100,000 ¢.ft. capacity, and Steel Tank, with cup. 
New Oater Lift could be supplied to make capacity 
200,000 c.ft. Attractive price for prompt acceptance. 

Purifiers —Dry Lute Type. Two Sets of Four, 
10 ft. square; One Set of Two, 10 ft. square; 
and One Set of Two, 8 ft. square, with Lifting 
Gear Valves, &c. 

Meters.—Two Rectangular Station Meters fitted 
with New Drums, 15,000 c.ft. per hour capacity. 
Cylindrical Station Meters, 10,000, 4000, 3600, and 

2000 c.ft. capacities and smaller. 
Station Governors, — Parkinson, Cowan, 

Braddocks. and Peebles, 4 in., 6 in., 8 in., 9 in. 

Retort Ironworks for beds of 4’s, 5’s, 6's, 7’s, 
and 8's. 22 in. by 16 in. Self-Sealing Mouth- 
ieces. 6 in. Ascension Pipes and all to follow. 
ashers and Tar Extractors —Livesey 
and Cripps type. 2 million, 500,000, 400,000, 
250,000, 200,000, 150,000 and 100,000 c.ft. per day. 
Exhausting Sets.—Steam and Gas Engine- 
driven, 5000 to 40,000 c.ft. per hour capacity. 
Storage Tanks — Large number in Stock 
(Rectangular and Cylindrical). Tar Stills, &c. 











Tar and Liquor Pumps, Steam and Belt-Driven. 
Air Receivers, Fans, Blowers, Valves, Rivetted Tubes. 


Firth Blakeley, Sons, & Co., Ltd. 
(Second-Hand Plant Dept.), 


Vulean Ironworks, Church-Fenton, Leeds. 


Telephone: 14, South Milford. Telegrams: Blakeleys, 
Church-Fenton. 


AS-WORKS Plant. We Purchase, for 
Dismantling, for Re-Use or Scrap, any DIS- 
CARDED PLANT or IRONWORK. Best prices, 
prompt removal by experienced staff, covered by 
insurance for all risks. 
FIRTH BLAKELEY, SONS, & Co., Ltp., Second 
Hand Plant Department, CHURCH-FENTON, via 
LEEDS, 





OAD Tank-Wagons for Transport 
of Gas Oil and all Gas-Works Residuals. 
Tanks sent to work in any district. Contractors to 
London Gas Companies and Tar Distillers. 
Crow CARRYING Co.; LTD., HART’s LANE, 
BARKING, ESSEX. 


AS Plant for Sale. — Combined 
STOKING MACHINE with DE BROUWER 

CHARGER, New 1924. 

National GAS ENGINE, and 14 kw. GENERA- 
TOR by Lancashire Dynamo Company, Ltd. 

TULLY PLANT, capacity 100,000 c.ft. per day, 
with Boiler, Gas Engine, and Fan. 

Further particulars can be obtained from J. E. 
HOLLIDAY, Engineer, Manager, and Secretary, 
OTLEY Gas COMPANY, OTLEY, YORKS. 





BU monrs, of Bow, 
Offer an opportunity of acquiring a SMALL 
COMPLETE GAS-WORKS. For Immediate De- 
livery. 
COUNTRY HOUSE PLANT, consisting of : 
BED of 2 RETORTS. 
MAINS, Hvdraulic and Foul. 
PURIFIER, 7 ft. by 3 ft. 6 in. 
HOLDER, 14 by 14 ft., about 2000 c.ft. 
Suitable for Country Works Supply, or for Large 
Works as a Coal Testing Plant. 
May be Inspected, Erected, by appointment with 
us, in Sussex. 
W.G. BEAUMONT & Son, PrioRY WoRKS, Bow, 
LONDON, E. 3. 
(Percy E. Beaumont). 
Established 1892. 
"Phones, East 0379/4410. 
London. 


pp esvwenss, of Bow, will Purchase: 


DISUSED GAS-WORKS PLANT of every de- 
scription, large or small. 

OBSOLETE MACHINERY for Breaking, taking 
delivery in situ 

SCRAP METALS. All kinds. 
a clearance. 

RETORTS. We will take over your Old Retort 
Beds, Dismantle, and Clear. 

BUILDINGS. We demolish any Building or 
Structure in Brick, Iron, Timber, or Stone. 
Including High Chimneys. 

We accept ALL RISKS, and invite Offers from 
Gas-Works for Services not suited to regular 
Staffs. 

W.G. BEAUMONT & SON, PRIORY WORKS, Bow, 
LONDON, E. 3. 

(Percy E. Beaumont). 

"Phones, East 0379/4410. 
London 


The Original Firm. 


Wires, Norustbeau, 


And guarantee 


The Original Firm. 
Wires, Norustbeau, 





BRseMonss, of Bow, have for Sale 


BLOWERS. Jenkins g in. Discharge. Direct 
Coupled to Mather & Platt Motors, ~ 4.p. 
240 Volts D.C., Common Bed Plates. : 

HEATERS OR CONDENSERS. All 
134 ft. by 4% ft. dia. Containing 20 
Tubes. 

STORAGE TANK, 14 ft. by 44 ft. dia. 
Ends, 3 plate. 

TANK, 36 ft. dia. by 12 ft. deep, ,5 shell. 

PUMPS, Steam Driven for Feed. 1 and 2 in. 
delivery. 

PUMP, Steam Driven for Well. 

CRANE SKIP, 4 yard tipping. 

BOTTLE JACKS, ro Ton, with G.M. Nuts 

SULPHATE PLANT, Half-ton, by Biggs \\ 

Also, for IMMEDIATE DELIVERY : 

HOLDER, 160,000 c.ft.; EXHAUSTERS, 
several; STATION METERS; BOILERS, 
STEAM and GAS ENGINES; SCRUB. 
BERS; WATER GAS PLANT. 

The Original Firm. 

W.G. BEAUMONT & Son, PRIORY Works, 5x 

LONDON, E. 3. 
(Percy E. Beaumont). 
*Phones, East 0379/4410. 
London. 


OR HIRE—Several 14-ton Cylin- 
drical Steam Coil RAIL TANK-WAGONS, 
suitable for Tar, Creosote, &c. 
Address, No. 7994, ‘‘GAS JOURNAL," 11, BOLT 
CourRT, FLEET STREET, E.C. 4. 


Steel ; 
2-in, 


ished 


3 in, delivery, 


Vall, 


yw, 


Established 1892. 
Wires, Norusjpeau, 





GAS-WORKS FOR DISPOSAL. 


BIDFORD GAS LIGHT COKE AND COAL 
co., LTD. 
(IN LIQUIDATION). 
BIDFORD-ON-AVON, WARWICKSHIRE. 


(fue Liquidator invites Offers for the 

SALE of the PLANT, &c., of the above, AS 
A GOING CONCERN. The Buildings are Free- 
hold, and consist of Small Gas Works and 3 
Cottages. 

Particulars may be obtained on application to 
the LiguIDATOR, H. HARCOURT, 23, COLMORE 
Row, BIRMINGHAM. 





CONTRACTS OPEN. 





BOROUGH OF BEXHILL. 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


ENDERS are invited for the Supply, 
Delivery, and Erection of : 
(1) Half-million two-lift STANDARD GUIDED 
GASHOLDER in STEEL TANK, 
(2) Half-millilon WATERLESS GASHOLDER 
(M.A.N. Type). 

Specifications and particulars to be obtained 
from Mr. L. G. Humphrys, A.M.I.Mech.E., Engi- 
neer and Manager, Gas Department, 5, Sea Road, 
Bexhill-on-Sea. 

Sealed Tenders, endorsed ‘‘ Standard Gas- 
holder,’’ or ‘‘ Waterless Gasholder,'’ as the case 
may be, to be delivered to the undersigned not 
later than Twelve noon, Nov. 27, 1929 

The Council do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or either Tender. 

S. J. TAYLOR, 
Town Clerk 

Town Hall, 

Bexhill-on-Sea, 
Nov. 2, 1929. 





SALE OF STOCK BY TENDER. 





By Order of the Directors. 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS GAS COMPANY. 


Messrs. A. & W. RICHARDS 
are Instructed toOF FER FORSALE BY TENDER 
£25,000 
SLIDING SCALE STOCK, 
ranking equally with existing similar Stock, now 
receiving Dividend at the rate of £7 4s. per cent. 
per annum. 
Minimum Price of Issue, £106 per £100. 
Yielding at that price, £6 15s. rod. per cent. 
£15,000 
54 PER CENT. PERPETUAL DEBENT' RE 
STOCK. 
Minimum Price of Issue, Par. 


1 


Also 


Prospectus and Forms of Tender (which latter 
must be sent in by 110’clock on Tuesday, the rath 
of November) may be obtained of A. & W. 
RICHARDS, 37, WALBROOK, E.C, 4. 





